After 3 years we are all sad that the GOAL project has come to an end. The project has been very successful, both for the children and the teachers involved. The project has been successful on several levels:
1. Language skills and communication: The children have lost their fear of speaking English and have realized that learning a foreign language is not just a hard chore you have to do in school, but can open doors to a wider world. In the course of the project the children have had the chance to communicate with their peers in the 5 participating countries and have realized that they have a lot of things in common. They share the same interests, dreams and wishes and also very similar problems and worries.  
2. Intercultural awareness: In the different project steps the learners had the chance to make many intercultural experiences. They realized that many things that they had always taken for granted, were actually cultural conventions, rather than general truths. They have learned to see the world from different perspectives and to question their own routines a bit.
3. Social inclusion: Many students at our school come from fairly underprivileged backgrounds and have little knowledge of historical and cultural backgrounds in our area. In this project one of their tasks was to explain our everyday culture to the international participants and to share some of the cultural highlights with their peers. That way, they found out a lot about our local culture and places of interest, that they had not previously noticed consciously.
4. Learner involvement: In all the project steps, we made sure to involve the learners in the planning as much as possible and to give them some choice and responsibility. We wanted them to take charge and feel like responsible citizens of Europe. This was done in small, age-appropriate steps, such as letting them choose what sights, heroes or other topics should be presented to the international partners. They decided what was important to them and what were the pressing problems in our society that needed to be solved in the superheroes stories. These may seem like small steps, but they showed the children that they were taken seriously and had a say in our complex world.
5. Online Meetings: Due to the Covid restrictions, travelling was not possible for a long time and we decided to organize some online meetings for the children, in order to allow them to communicate directly with their international peers. We organized several international meetings on Zoom where they shared Christmas crafts ideas and had a chance to chat informally in international break-out rooms. Since these meetings were very popular among the children, we felt encouraged to plan a three-day workshop on the topic of Superheroes.
6. Feeling of success: All through the project we tried to close each phase with a final product that the students could be proud of. This feeling of success and achievement encouraged them to work hard in the following steps and gave them a sense of achievement and belonging that they do not always experience in their regular school life. 
We have won the Media Literacy Award 2021 for our Superheroes Stories Project. In this project about 200 children cooperated in a 3-day virtual workshop and created Superhero Storybooks in international groups. Our students were very proud of the beautiful book they had created and thoroughly enjoyed working in the international groups. They made friends with children from Romania and Greece and some of them started to communicate on social media afterwards. https://www.mediamanual.at/best-practice-2021/superheroes-storybooks
We have also won the Schulgesundheitspreis for or project on “Moods and Feelings”. The jury praised our attempt to help the learners to understand their feelings and learn to cope with them in appropriate ways. The book “Secret Thoughts of Modern Art” was also highly appreciated by the jury. More details here. https://epep.at/?page_id=5716
7. Trip to Greece: The final highlight for our students was certainly the trip to Patras, where they had the chance to actually meet the kids from Romania, Greece and Cyprus. Some of the children had been in contact with their international peers since the Superheroes project and were eager to meet them in person. 
The meeting in Greece was extremely successful on all levels. In their feedback they mentioned each and every point of the program as fun, interesting and “cool”. They interacted very well with the Romanian and Greek students and again made friends and are keeping in touch on social media.
In the last few days, many students have approached me asking what would be the next steps in the GOAL project. They were very sad to hear that the project will be over at the end of this school year. For these children the GOAL project has been an integral part of school life that they have thoroughly enjoyed. They will miss this project and hope to be part of a new project in the future.
