
RAFT
Examples of communicative writing tasks

A collection of writing
prompts for year 4

Role

Who are you as the writer?

Audience

To whom are you writing?

Why? What is the purpose?

Format

• What type  of text are you writing?

• E-Mail, letter, text message, article, blog, story, 
note

Topic

• What are you writing about?

• Check the bullet points or make your own list of
bullet points

https://www.polzleitner.com/epep/0-NMS/LisandLaura/04-Klasse/Writing-Prompts.pdf


Testing grammar (and vocabulary) in meaningful, 

communicative contexts.

• Can the learners USE the grammar

• or do they only have declarative knowledge of the 

rules (e.g. they recognize some « signal words » 

and can then fill in the right forms)



Basic writing: 3rd person s



Testing in a communicative context

What grammar 
topics and 

vocabulary are 
being tested 

here?

• Vocabulary for daily 
routines

• Time / hour
• 3rd person s
• Basic text organization, 

additional vocabulary 
expressions



Past Events

Your Easter holidays
Write a letter to your English pen friend. Tell him/her about your Easter holidays. 

Give lots of details and make your letter interesting.

•  Where did you go? What did you do? 

• Describe  what was going on around you (past progressive: …when we got 

there the sun was shining… everybody was chatting…) 

• and by using lots of adverbs (quickly, dangerously, beautifully…)

If your holidays were really boring you can invent a few plausible details.

Write about 200 – 250 words.

plausible details are details that I will easily believe are true (glaubhaft)



Future plans and vague predictions



Adverbs…



Book project: grammar: general experiences (present perfect tense, 
past events – past simple)



Circumstances – and – past events

Writing – Part 3

Write the beginning of a spooky story. 

Describe the atmosphere and the 

setting of the first two  pictures in detail. 

What can you see/hear/smell? What 

happened in picture 3 (plot, story:  

Suddenly…)

Then describe what happened after 

picture 3 in 4-6 sentences.



Test M10
Full test, incl. Notenschlüssel

General experiences (pres.perf.tense)
and
Specific details – events (past simple)

https://www.polzleitner.com/epep/0-NMS/LisandLaura/2018-Flexi/M10-Experiences/M10-exams-and-tests/TEST4-M10.docx


Duration: how long – since when?



2nd ConditionalsChoose one…

Offer 
situations that 
the learners 
can relate to.

Give them 
some choice 
to follow their 

interests.



How to use reading projects to check grammar (and much more)  in a test

A Diary entry from another point of view

Choose an interesting character (not Amy or Dan) and an interesting scene from your book.

Write a diary entry from this person's point of view. 

Remember: In a good diary entry the character describes

• the events of the day

• the scenes in some detail so that the reader can picture what was happening

• how they felt about these events

• their plans for the next steps

Remember to use the correct tense forms (past / past progressive (-ing) / past perfect)

Make your diary interesting to read. Write a maximum of one page.



Time to explore

Look at the writing tasks in the ME 

book and find out which of the 

grammar topics is being practiced 

in the following tasks:

• My family: p.8-9

• A letter from your holidays: p. 20-21

• My Fantasy Animal: p.24-25

• Time Capsule: p. 26-27

• Great Kids Contest: p. 28-29

https://online.fliphtml5.com/hzyh/vlmu/#p=1
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