The Nightmare Club

Possible task ideas:
Choose a passage that foreshadows the story (all books have this after the general „sleepover“ intro. Have the kids guess/predict what is going to happen. 
Show them some of the pictures (make an A4 picture collage) for each book: use for prediction, 
maybe: add some vocab/phrases to the picture/predictions sheet.





	1. Help! My Brother’s a Zombie
[bookmark: _GoBack]It’s Jack’s turn to tell  a stoThery. His older brother slowly changed into a zombie. It started slowly – he stopped taking showers and washing, he started to smell, he only hung out with weird guys, his face turned green…
When his smell and his behavior got too bad, his parents decided to send him to a boarding school for troubled kids; but actually, they locked him up in the attic. The door is locked with a chain. After a while Jack hears strange noises at night and cats and dogs keep disappearing in the neighborhood. I turns out that Jack only eats raw animals, so his parents board up all the windows in the attic so he cannot get out, but Dad supplies him with fresh food. Jack helps too – because he is his brother – and they have to mind him and take good care of him – even if he has turned into a zombie.


	Vocab: 
I’ll invite you to my Nightmare Club sleepover.
We decorate the house with fake cobwebs.
My mom makes a cake with black and orange icing and jelly-worms on top.
He whispered his secret into my ear.
The terrible smell was really annoying.
Cats and dogs started to disappear in our neighborhood.
p. 25 Guess what this means (maybe act it out)
“I lay on my tummy on the floor and I squinted through the chink between door and carpet.”

I tried to pretend that it was all a weird dream.



	2. Mirrored
After the summer holidays Abbey has changed. She is very different and doesn’t play with the other kids any more. There are rumours in school that say that Abbey has actually disappeared and the girl they see now is actually Bee. Bee was Abbey’s reflection in the mirror. After being nice to Abbey, Bee tricked her and convinced her to swap roles for a day. Now Abbey is stuck “behind” the mirror and cannot get back into the real world any more.

	Stories are scarier when they are told in a whisper.
Abbey was a very popular girl, but actually she was really mean.
A rumour started going around in school.
p. 10: great example of past progressive and past simple 
explain: why does the writer use these tense forms?
Then, something really weird happened.
Abbey saw her reflection in the mirror.
Abbey’s heart was beating quickly.
I am sick of pretending I don’t exist.
Abbey is bored. 
Abbey’s school is boring.
Abbey was angry and upset because her brother always teased her and made fun of her.
I wish I could get out of here.
I wish I could fly.
(maybe: make more similar sentences….)
Abbey and Bee agreed to swap roles.
She slammed the door behind her.
She banged on the door.
It was like she was invisible.
It’s my turn.







	3. A Dog’s Breakfast
A nasty boy called Glen lies to everybody and complains about everything gets lost in the woods during a field-trip. He meets a “small person” (little creature, wizard…) in a tree who warns him, that if he doesn’t stop complaining and doing mean things, he’ll turn him into something more useful. He can only be turned back into himself, if he doesn’t do anything bad for a whole day.
Glen keeps complaining and killing snails and other creatures in the forest. He feels his skin changing – and he slowly turns into a piece of ham. On the next day in school he tries hard to be nice – he almost manages, but on the way home he runs into a dog. He kicks the dog – and apparently, he is eaten by the dog, who loves the smell of ham.
Glen was never seen again – but the narrator now owns a happy, shaggy dog.
	A scary/ creepy/ spooky story
A shaggy dog
The boy had a high, screechy voice like a burglar alarm.
I hated his lies and his complaints. He complained about everything and he lied a lot.
He even lied to his mom.
Our class went on a field trip to the woods.
I was supposed to look out for Glen, but I didn’t.


	4. The Wolfling’s Bite
Jonah’s sister has a new toy. It is a robotic toy-wolf, they call them  “ Wolflings”. She loves the new toy and plays with it all day.
Jonah wants to teach it to swear, but the Wolfling won’t do it, so he goes online to find out if there is a trick (a cheat) to teach the robotic Wolfling to swear.
That’s when Jonah finds all kinds of warnings about Wolflings. If they smell their owners’ blood, or if they smell raw meat after  sunset, they’ll attack.
Unfortunately, Jonah’s sister Jessie picks her nose a lot. One night, she must have picked her nose so much, that she made it bleed. The following night she is attacked by the Wolfling. Dad suspects one of her rabbits and kills it with a hatchet. The second night, the Wolfering attacks again and bites off Jessie’s ear. The family manages to destroy the Wolfering, but both kids are hurt and have scars for life.
	Jessie used to play with her toy wolf all day.
She used to carry it around in one of Mom’s old handbags.
Jonah wanted to teach the toy wolf to swear.
Swear words
Warning: Don’t let a Wolfling smell its owner’s blood.
Suddenly, I heard a terrible shriek.
This animal is dangerous, it bites!
Dad killed the rabbit with a hatchet.
Don’t pick your nose, it’s disgusting.
Jessie was sobbing loudly.
Jessie screamed and ran out of the room.
Jonah has a scar on his arm from the wolfling’s bite.


	7. The Demon Babysitter
Becky’s babysitter is really mean and evil, but parents love her because she is so resposible and grown-up.  She gets worse and worse and all the kids hate her and are afraid of her. Becky is a rebel and always does the opposite of what the Babysitter (Dervla) wants her to do. One night, Becky wants to play a trick on Dervla and crawls up on her armed with some stink-bombs. That’s when she notices Dervla’s claws, her horns and her tail.
Dervla chases Becky and they get into a fight where Becky hits the babysitter with a lamp and then carries her out of the house and locks her up in an empty shed. She keeps her there and feeds her with spiders and other disgusting demon-food. Becky becomes the star of the neighborhood, because she has locked up the demon babysitter.
	In the light of a torch…
A flickering candle…
Possible task: p. 1, p5, 
Label the picture (frizzy hair, freckles,  yellow ribbon…) (all mentioned in the text and visible in the pic – kids need to learn to use pics as additional info)
Dervla was so responsible and grown-up.
Whenever Dervla told me to do something, I did the exact opposite.
I got in trouble with my parents.
I was grounded for months.
I noticed a lot of weird stuff.
Dervla was really evil.
She growled at me. // She said these words with a growl. 
Her claws were scratching the floor.
I hid (hide- hid- hid) in an air vent.
I am an expert on the subject of devils, demons and witches.
p.49: How to recognize a vampire…
possible task: how to recognize a demon / a witch …

Or: a task for all kids: How to recognize demons, witches, vampires, zombies…
They collect all the features.




	8. The Hatching
Seamus tells the story of a strange egg that Sally Ann had given him one day. She gave it to him and dared him to eat it. Seamus didn’t eat it but took it home. The egg always sits on his nightstand and all attempts to put it in the fridge or to destroy it fail. It always reappears fully intact on Seamus’ nightstand. One night it it crawls under his pajama tops and builds a kind of nest in his belly. Seamus cannot get the egg out of his belly but is too afraid to tell his mom about it. The Egg starts to crack and hatch – and some black “arms” grew out of it, but the next day another complete egg sits on his nightstand. The egg is still with him and Seamus can show the kids a nest-like hole in his belly to prove that he is telling the truth.
	The boy cleared his throat and began to speak.
The story began with a dare.
As soon as I touched the Egg, I felt a shiver run up the bones of my wrist.
This was a very embarrassing thing.
To catch rats, you need traps and poison.



	9. The Elsewhere Funfair
Emma and Lynn spend the summer at their Granny’s. It is really boring there – even the phones don’t work there.
One day, a fun-fair appears out of nowhere and the kids are excited to go there and take some of the rides. They ride the BIG WHEEL with Granny. First they love the ride, but suddenly the wheel goes backwards and it feels as if they were flying in outer space. When they finally slow down again and land on Earth, Lynn notices that her sister Emma has disappeared. Instead of her, Granny is sitting next to her. They complain to the woman at the ticket counter and find out that this Big Wheel, called Flip-Flop-Switch-Swop – takes people back to the places they belong to. So, it has taken Granny back to her village in the year 1934 – but Granny has swapped bodies with Lynn. Lynn is now in Gran’s body. The fun-fair has disappeared and all they can do is wait and hope that the funfair will come back some day so they can swap back into their original bodies.
	p.3: Great foreshadowing
You didn’t know I had a sister, did you?
Well, I have.
Eh… had.
Or …no, … have.
Let me explain.

p.20 label the pic (candyfloss) or guess the words from the pic….
p. 30 Emma shrieked delighted (guess what that means – look at the pic)


	10. Brain Drain Baby
Barry used to be an only child and he loved his life. When his baby sister was born, things changed and everybody was cooing the new pink baby girl. Very soon Barry notices the baby’s strange blue eyes that fixed him and others like invisible strings. He also notices that he and his parents keep forgetting things – even simple things like the words for potatoes, dinner and school work. Apparently, the baby sucks  their knowledge out of their brains and into the baby’s. When Barry realizes this fact, he shows the baby his dog – and frees himself of the baby’s brain-draining look.
Later, we learn that the baby’s first word was “Wuff”.
	

	11. Dr. White
Alex tells the story of his visits to Dr White’s surgery. Dr White always draws a lot of blood for all kinds of analysis, but actually, he is sending bottles of blood to a blood bank. Alex follows the van taking the blood bottles there and finds out that the blood bank has been taken over by vampires. He fights the vampires using garlic, a torch and finally he sucks up all the vampire doctors in a vacuum cleaner, before running to the police to report what he had just experienced. There he faints (due to the blood-loss) and is taken to hospital – where Dr White enters his room in order to treat him.
	That’s boring, everyone groaned.
You are supposed to tell as spooky story, not a boring one.
Do you know what rotten eggs taste like?
Rotten eggs are disgusting.
Possibly: Read till page 11, then guess what is going to happen
I had to investigate what was happening at the blood bank.
I needed a bulb of garlic, a torch and my phone.


	12. 
	





