Unit 1 A holiday to remember

Speaker: Young girl in her teens.

Hi, I’m Kathryn. Let me tell you about a holiday that I had to remember! Last year …my parents bought a tent and a trailer …to transport all our camping equipment, and we went on a camping holiday …to a local campsite here in Ontario. This year …they thought it would be nice to drive to Florida and camp there, …but, in the end, they decided it was too far to drive, …so we went to Nova Scotia instead. That’s also in Canada.

The first day went well. …We did a lot of driving, …but we had several stops along the way to stretch our legs. …And we found our campsite for the night quite quickly. On the second day it was very cold in the morning when we got up, …but we all had warm clothes to wear …so that was fine. On the third day we also did a lot of driving …and Dad was pleased with the way everything was going. Then we heard a big BANG. …Dad stopped at the side of the road straight away and got out to see what the noise was. ….There weren’t any bumps or holes in the road. …Then he checked the car. …Maybe one of the car’s tyres had burst …and we had a flat tyre. It was when he was checking the last tyre on the car, …that he saw one of the trailer’s tyres was flat. …It took us quite a while to fix the tyre, …but we made it to our campsite in Nova Scotia before it got dark.

The drive to the campsite was a long and hot one. …In fact, I fell asleep in the car after the breakdown … and Mum had to wake me up when we arrived. …To be honest, …I was really glad to get to the campsite before dark. …When we had the breakdown, I thought it would take us forever to get it fixed. …That meant we would have to put the tent up in the dark …which is always very difficult. But in the end, we had enough time to check out the campsite …before putting up the tent. I was really looking forward to swimming in the cool pool with slides at the campsite, …so I decided to go and find it straight away. Guess what I found when I got there? …A sign which said, …‘Pool closed for cleaning’…. “Just great!”  

Back at the tent,    we started unpacking the things we needed for that evening …and the next day. Dad wanted to go fishing …but couldn’t find his rods. Of course, Mum knew where they were! …Then he wanted to know where the extra sleeping bag was. …“Don’t we need it for your brother John …who’s going to join us tomorrow?” Dad asked. “No, …John’s bringing his own,” Mum’s replied. Just then …we heard the pitter patter of raindrops on the tent roof …and that’s when Mum realised what she hadn’t packed: …our jackets! 

As the rain got heavier and heavier, we got into our sleeping bags …and tried to sleep. There was nothing else to do. … After a night when we’re sleeping in the tent and it rains all night, …Mum and Dad are always tired and sleepy in the morning …but not me. …And that is how it was the next morning on this holiday.

It rained last year when we went camping too, …but then we forgot to cover all our things, …and everything got soaking wet…. Luckily, this year …we remembered to cover our clothes and keep them dry, …but we forgot the food box. …Have you ever tried toasting bread that’s been in the rain? …I can tell you it doesn’t taste good at all. …We definitely won’t forget to cover it the next time it rains!



Unit 2 What a life!

Speakers: Can be two men/women talking to each other, but then the two speakers should have very distinct voices so that the listeners can tell the difference between the two and can follow which one is talking.

	A
	Have you heard of Louis Braille?

	B
	Yes, of course I have.

	A
	Well, did you know that he wasn’t always blind?

	B
	No, I didn’t. How did he lose his sight?

	A
	Well, when he was three years old … he was playing with some of his father’s tools …and was trying to make a hole in a piece of leather with a sharp piece of metal … when the tool slipped  … and struck him in one eye.

	B
	How terrible!

	A
	Yes, the damaged eye got infected … and spread to his other eye. By the time he was 5 …he was completely blind in both eyes.

	B
	Imagine that!

	A
	Luckily, he was able to attend one of the first blind schools in the world … the Royal Institute for Blind Youth in Paris…. That’s where he learned about a communication system called “night writing” …invented by a French Army Captain.

	B
	Night writing?

	A
	Yes, it was a code of dots and dashes … printed into thick paper ….by a machine. The soldiers could feel the dots and dashes with their finger. That way they could communicate on the battlefield at night … without needing to speak to each other …or have a light.

	B
	Well I never!

	A
	Louis thought that the Captain’s system was too complicated … and decided to come up with his own system. He simplified the Captain’s 12 dot system …and found 63 ways to use a 6 dot cell… in an area no larger than a fingertip. This is the braille system that blind people use to read today. He did all of this by the time he was 15.

	B
	Incredible!

	A
	Later he became a professor at the Royal Institute …and that’s where he taught history, geometry and algebra. Music was his hobby. In fact, he loved playing the organ. 

	B
	Didn’t he teach braille too?

	A
	No, people at that time were sceptical about braille … and so it wasn’t part of the Royal Institute’s curriculum.

	B
	I find that hard to believe.

	A
	So do I! …The blind students at the school were very unhappy about it too and complained. Finally, two years after Louis’ death … teachers stopped being sceptical …and started to teach braille at the Royal Institute.

	B
	And the rest is history, I guess!





Unit 3 Children’s rights
Tapescript
Interview with Shirley Camia from the UN Refugee Agency
I=Interviewer: male adult voice
S=Shirley Camia: female adult voice
	I
	Our guest today is Shirley Camia who works for the UN Refugee Agency. Welcome to our programme Shirley.

	s
	Thank you very much for inviting me to talk to you today, Martin.

	I
	You’re very welcome. Now tell us about the new global campaign that the UN Refugee Agency is announcing today.

	s
	The new campaign is called “2 Billion Kilometres to Safety”. We’ve called it that because we’ve traced the journeys of refugees around the world and calculated that, all together, people forced to flee their homes travel approximately two billion kilometres every year to reach the first point of safety.

	I
	Well I never! That’s a very long distance.

	s
	It is, isn’t it? Let me give you a few figures to help you understand why it’s such a long distance. 

	I
	Okay.

	s
	In 2016, Syrian refugees travelled more than 240 kilometres to reach Turkey. Refugees from South Sudan travelled more than 640 kilometres to reach Kenya and Rohingya refugees in Myanmar travelled approximately 80 kilometres to reach Bangladesh.

	I
	I get the picture now. So, tell me more about the campaign.

	s
	The “2 Billion Kilometres to Safety” campaign invites people to act together and run, walk or cycle so that the total number of kilometres they travel adds up to two billion. 

	I
	Okay, and how will you know how far people go?

	s
	That’s easy, participants can use their fitness apps or the campaign website, www.stepwithrefugees.org, to log the kilometres and contribute to a global total.

	I
	That sounds easy enough. Please repeat the website link for our listeners. And listeners, get your pens ready.

	s
	Sure, all the information you need is at (spell out) w w w dot s t e p w I t h r e f u g e e s dot o r g.
It’s a very important campaign because, right now, people everywhere are facing so many misconceptions about refugees. It’s vital that we remind ourselves of the real and dangerous journeys they are forced to take to get to safety.

	I
	That’s very true. So where is the campaign going to take place?

	s
	Throughout the year, people in 27 countries across Africa, Asia, Central and North America, Europe and the Middle East will take part in the campaign, including individual people, celebrity supporters like Ben Siller, refugees and UNHCR personnel.

	I
	So many people! And just how much money do you aim to raise?

	s
	We hope to raise over 15 million US dollars.

	I
	15 million! That’s a lot of money. And what will you do with it?

	s
	The money will help us to support refugees with registration and reception services, food and water, shelter, basic aid, healthcare and psychological support.

	I
	Well it sounds like a fantastic campaign. I hope our listeners will join me and sign up too. Thank you very much for coming along to tell us about it. 

	s
	Thank you, Martin. Let’s hope it’s a big success!





[bookmark: _GoBack]Unit 4 That’s entertainment

Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gDiSC6RyY_w&t=10s
I have permission from Tarek Husseini to transcribe what he says and use it to write a test item.
Int.= Interviewer, American female voice
Tar.= Tarek, 13-year-old American boy

Note to the speakers. The false starts and reformulations are not mistakes. They are in the text to make it more of an authentic spoken text. 

	Int.
	Hello everyone. This is 13-year-old Tarek Husseini, a St Louis youngster, who’s one of the competitors on our Kids Baking Competition. Hi Tarek.

	Tar.
	Hi there.

	Int.
	Welcome Tarek. Thanks a lot for coming on the show today …to show us what you’ve baked on your own.

	Tar.
	Yeah.

	Int.
	What are you going to show us today?

	Tar.
	So, I have a chocolate cake …filled with whipped, chocolate covered, strawberries …and in my piping bag I’ve got some vanilla buttercream.

	Int.
	All right! Show us how you do this. And as you do, tell us how you learned to bake …and what started you baking.

	Tar.
	Well, I started when I was little …making cupcakes with my mum… and that evolved into, well, …baking by myself. And then we used cake mixes …and then a couple of years ago I just decided … “Why not do it from scratch by myself?”

	Int.
	Great! 

	Tar.
	Yeah.

	Int.
	And then you heard about the baking championship.
What happened then?

	Tar.
	Well, …I made my mom’s birthday cake …and it was really good …so I thought, “Why don’t I sign up for it?” I yell at the TV sometimes so, …I might as well.

	Int.
	You do what?

	Tar.
	Well, I yell at the TV sometimes, … when I see them doing something that they shouldn’t … do,  cause I know it won’t work out, …I say, “You shouldn’t do that.”

	Int.
	Ohh, so you don’t agree with … the way they cook sometimes.


	Tar.
	I would say, … sometimes. But most of the time,… no.

	Int.
	Most of the time, no. So, tell us why you like baking so much?

	Tar.
	I like baking because… I get to choose what it’s gonna taste like, what it’s gonna look like and …I just get to have fun.

	Int.
	I can understand that. So… how do you feel when you complete a cake …like this one?


	Tar.
	Well …when I complete the whole thing it,… I think it looks great and then it’s fun to watch other people go, “Woah!” and then let them eat it and say, “Wow, this tastes really good!”

	Int.
	Absolutely.
So what techniques do you use? Did your mom teach you …how to ice the cakes?

	Tar.
	Well, I’ve learned this all on my own.

	Int.
	That’s amazing. Now look at this little flower shape. How do you make that?

	Tar.
	So, I’m using a piping tip … to make a rosette …and what you do, …you just, you press and then you swirl it.

	Int.
	Press and swirl. It looks so nice.

	Tar.
	And then it makes like …a flower shape.

	Int.
	Uhuh. And you keep on icing the top of the cake?

	Tar.
	Yeah, and the side.

	Int.
	Oh okay, and the side. That’s a lot of icing. That’s good though, isn’t it? 

	Tar.
	I guess. (not sounding all that sure.)

	Int.
	(Laughing) Do you,… do you enjoy eating what you bake.

	Tar.
	Oh for sure.

	Int.
	And I guess you like to see how much other people enjoy it too.

	Tar.
	Yeah.

	Int.
	All right. So, listen out folks, the premier is this Wednesday, …right here on this channel. So, you’ll be able to see Tarek Husseini, one of the competitors in that episode, again …on August 7th… It starts at 8pm. …Tarek, good luck and thank you for joining us today.

	Tar.
	Thank you.

	Int.
	And thanks for baking this super cake. 

	Tar.
	I will finish it.

	Int.
	Okay, please do. All right, let’s go over to Helen right now… for a look at what we can expect to see and feel when we go outside tomorrow. …And hopefully she’ll give us some good tips on what to wear too….Helen?






Unit 5 London 

Int.= Interviewer, female voice
CE= Crossrail chief executive (Mark Wild), male voice

	Int.
	Welcome to our podcast …“What’s going on in the world of transport in 2019?” 
Travelling around capital cities …such as Moscow, Paris and London …is not always easy and can take a long time. But that is soon to improve for anyone living in or visiting the capital of the United Kingdom. I’ve come here today to talk to Mark Wild, …Chief Executive of Crossrail,… to find out what is going to make life better …for the average traveller.

	CE
	Good morning.

	Int.
	Now anyone getting about in London has the choice to hop on a bus, …take a tube, train or tram… or even call a taxi…. But the number of people travelling is increasing every year …and there don’t seem to be enough methods of transport to get them all from A to B quickly. …Crossrail’s new Elizabeth line will be an additional line of transport, …. running from east to west. Let’s hear more about this new method of transport from the Chief Executive himself.

	CE
	Yes, that’s right. …Crossrail is actually Europe’s biggest railway project right now…. Building started in 2009 …and since that time we have employed over 15,000 men and women to work on this project. …And they were all very happy to get a job with us. …We have already heard from lots of people who are delighted about the project …and can’t wait to use it…. And I, …myself, …am absolutely sure that it will be a great success when it is completed.

	Int.
	I’m sure too. …Now I’ve been told that as passengers take the escalators, lift or stairs up into the ticket halls …each station will have its own specific character …and look different. 

	CE
	Yes, that’s right…. Let’s look at Canary Wharf where we are right now. …The platforms and tunnels below us, …where passengers get off the trains and go all the way up to the ticket halls, …will be very similar. ..This is so that they feel familiar with the whole line. …I’m sure you noticed how easy it is to enter the station as we came in. 

	Int.
	Yes, I did.

	CE
	Well as you can see here,… from where we’re standing right now, …the architects decided to build this amazing landscaped public park on the station’s roof. …The 300-metre-long wooden roof opens in the middle … to let in natural light. …They did this to encourage people outside to come in …and enjoy the gardens all year round.

	Int.
	Well they’ve certainly done a good job! …How many passengers do you expect to use the Elizabeth line?

	CE
	The stations will need to cope with large numbers of passengers,… as many as 200 million a year…. There’ll be 41 stations in all, … 10 that need to be built … 30 that will be newly upgraded … and this one of course.

	Int.
	200 million people you say! …Unbelievable. …And when will people be able to use the line?

	CE
	Well, the original plan was to open in November 2018. …But we have had to change that…. We’re now aiming for sometime between October 2020 and March 2021. …Obviously we’re hoping to make it in 2020, …but it could be the later date. …We’re also thinking about opening a new station at Old Oak Common in 2026, but that’s a new project all together. 

	Int.
	Well good luck with the rest of the work and fingers crossed you’ll meet the new deadline.

	CE
	Thank you very much. I’m sure we will.




