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Unit 2 What a life!


   1   	Listening: How extraordinary!

a) * Listen to the dialogue and do the tasks below. There is only one correct answer for each task.2


	1.
	Louis Braille had a bad accident when he was               three                                years old.

	
	T
	
	F

	2.   Louis damaged two eyes in the accident.
	 
	
	  



	3.
	Soldiers who communicated with
“night writing” needed to use …


	a) a pen.
	b) a finger.

	c) a light.



	4.
	Louis invented the braille system when he was                                                       years old.


	
5.
	
At the Royal Institute, Louis taught …


	
a) history, 
geometry 
and algebra.
	
b) history,   
    geometry 
    and music.
 
	
c) history, 
    geometry and
    braille.


	
	T
	
	F

	6.    The students had to ask the teachers to teach braille at the Royal Institute.  
	 
	
	  





b) Listen to the dialogue and cross out the wrong words in the sentences below.  2


1.    Louis Braille had a bad accident when he was three ● five years old. 
2.    Louis damaged one eye ● two eyes in the accident.
3.    Soldiers who communicated with “night writing” needed to use a light ● finger. 
4.    Louis invented the braille system when he was twelve ● fifteen years old. 
5.    At the Royal Institute, Louis taught several subjects. One of which was braille ● history. 
6.    It is because of the students ● teachers that braille became part of the curriculum at the Royal     
       Institute. 


   2   	Reading: Laura Dekker – youngest person to sail alone around the world

Laura Dekker was born on 20 September 1995 in the city of Whangarei, New Zealand, during her parent’s seven-year sailing trip around the world. She has an international family: her father is Dutch, and her mother is German. Laura herself has Dutch and New Zealand citizenship. When Laura’s parents got divorced, she decided to live with her father in Holland. 
She spent the first five years of her life at sea and feels like the ocean is her home. She was six when she got her first boat as a birthday present and she quickly learned to sail on her own on the Dutch rivers. By the time she was ten she managed to persuade a friend to let her repair and use his 7-metre sailboat. The next summer she sailed it around some islands north of Holland. 
 	Because she loved sailing so much, she did lots of jobs to save enough money to buy her own sailing boat. And, when she was eleven, she had enough money to buy her own boat, Guppy. After cruising around the Netherlands for all of her summer holiday, she wanted to go farther. Her father told her to get some experience with the open sea and sail to England. He hoped the strong currents*, rough weather and all the ships in the English Channel would make her wait until she was older. But that was not the case. She made the journey to England and back during a school holiday when she was thirteen. This experience gave her the confidence to start planning for a round-the-world-tour. 
 	In August 2009, Laura announced her plan for a two-year solo sailing voyage around the world in a Dutch newspaper. Her father supported her, but the Dutch government tried to stop her. After fighting the Dutch government in eight court cases over ten months, Laura was fourteen when she set off on the biggest journey of her life. Five hundred and eighteen days later on 21 January 2012 she completed her full circumnavigation of the world at the age of sixteen. 

* current: Strömung [als Fußnote]

a) * Read the text and tick T (= true) or F (= false). 
	
	T
	
	F

	1. Laura was born in New Zealand.
	
	
	  

	
	
	
	

	2. She has the same citizenship as her father but not as her mother.
	 
	
	

	
	
	





	

	3. She bought her first boat when she was eleven.
	 
	
	 

	
	
	
	

	4. She started sailing on her own around the islands north of Holland.
	
	
	  

	
	
	
	

	5. Laura’s father wanted her to sail to England when she was thirteen.
	 
	
	 




	6. Laura had to fight her Dad to let her sail around the world.
	 
	
	  



b) Read the text. Use one word to complete the sentences and answer the questions. 

1.	Laura was born in        New Zealand         .

2.	She has the same ________________________________  as her father, but not her mother.

3.	She bought her first boat when she was __________________________________________ .

4.	She started sailing on her own around the islands ___________________________ of Holland. 

5.	Did Laura’s father want her to sail to England when she was thirteen? ___________________ .

7. Did Laura have to fight her Dad to let her sail around the world? ________________________ .


   3   	Writing: An extraordinary person 

a) Write a short biography (around 150 words) about an extraordinary person. Use the sentence starters below. Do not forget to use paragraphs.


What makes his/her life extraordinary is that …     I think it’s really special that he/she …

Lots of people cannot believe that he/she …     Not many people know that …

What’s unusual about him/her is that …     I would/wouldn’t like to be like him/her because …


b) * Write a short biography (more than 150 words) about an extraordinary person. Make sure you answer all the questions. Do not forget to use paragraphs.

· What makes his/her life so extraordinary?
· What does he/she do that is really special?
· What do lots of people find hard to believe about him/her?
· What do not many people know about him/her?
· What is unusual about him/her?
· Would you like to be like him/her? Why/Why not?


   4   	Language in use: What a life!

[bookmark: _Hlk499384567]a)  Match the sentence halves below. There is one extra sentence half you do not need. 


	1.
	I started to get
	 
	someday I would travel the world.

	
	
	
	

	2.
	I often felt I was the
	1
	close to the chimpanzees.

	
	
	
	

	3.
	I promised myself that
	
	success changed my life.

	
	
	
	

	4.
	After a while I started to
	
	childhood in Alaska.  

	
	
	
	

	5.
	Read my biography and find out how
	 
	odd one out at work.

	
	
	
	

	6.
	I had a very happy
	 
	fear of being high.



	 
	 
	 
	notice how clever they were.





b) “For” and “since”: fill in the correct words. 

When I was a little girl I used to live in Singapore. I lived there with my family ___from___ [1] three years. When I was five, we moved back to England. _________ [2] that time I have been back to Singapore for a very short visit travelling back to England from Australia. I only stayed _________ [3] two nights, but next time I do the trip I will stay ___________  [4] a week. 
_____________[5] the time my aunt moved to Kenya, I have always wanted to go and visit the country. My aunt has lived in Kenya ________________ [6] the early 1980s. When I was twentythree I went to visit her ______________ [7] almost a month and had an incredible time.


[bookmark: _GoBack]c) Write questions (Q) using the words below and give correct full answers (A) using the present perfect tense (simple).  

1.	Q: you    ever    go    US   A: yes

	Have you ever been to the US?  Yes, I have been to the US. _


2.	Q: he    write    book   A: yes

	____________________________________________________________________________


3.	Q: she    always    like     physics   A: no

	____________________________________________________________________________


4.	Q: there    always    research camp     here   A: no

	____________________________________________________________________________


5.	Q: you    homework    yet     A: yes

	____________________________________________________________________________


6.	Q: you    ever    visit    South America   A: no

	____________________________________________________________________________



d) Present perfect tense (simple) and past tense (simple): fill in the correct verb forms.  


I think my mother is an incredible person. She __grew__  [1] (grow) up in a lovely seaside town in Ireland. When she was a teenager she ___________ [2] (know) she _________________ [3] (not want) to spend the rest of her life in Ireland. So, she __________________ [4] (decide) to become a nurse. Later she ___________________ [5] (join) the army and ___________________ [6] (travel) all over the world. She _____________________ [7] (be) to many countries since she _______________ [8] (leave) Ireland all those years ago and ________________ [9] (have) so many wonderful experiences in her life.  

Georg Hellmayr	1	10.10.2019
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