
 If things had happened differently … 

Try to guess who of the powerful voices we talked about in class could have said the following quotes: 

 

 

“If I had not been attacked I probably would not have ever given a speech at the UN.” 

 

 

“If I had given my seat to that white person, I would not have landed in prison.” 

 

 

“If the world’s governments had done more to protect the environment, I would not 

have gone on the streets to protest.” 

 

 

My rule: 

Look at the words in bold letters. If you talk about how things in the past could have been 

different (but you cannot change them anymore) you use:  

If I had + ______________ , I would + __________+ ___________ 

 

 

Your turn: 

Answer the following questions: 

• What would you have done if you had been in Malala’s situation when she was shot by the 

Taliban? 

• What would you have done if you had been in Rosa Park’s situation when she was asked to give 

her seat to a white person in the bus while she was driving home? 
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