Rosa Parks 
Rosa Parks was a Civil Rights. She was born in 1913 in Alabama (USA) and died in 2005, aged 92. She has changed the lives of black people in America. 

Rosa grew up in Alabama, in the South of the United States. Her mother was a teacher and her father worked as a carpenter. Her parents separated while she was still young and she lived on her grandparent's farm with her mother and brother. Rosa went to the local school where her mother was a teacher. 
During that time, the South of America was segregated. This meant that things were different for white people and black people. Black people were not allowed to use the same places as white people. They had different schools, different stores, different toilets, different churches etc. Sometimes there was one area for black people and one are for white people.  Places often had signs saying "For Colored Only" or "For Whites Only". This school was only for African-American children. White children had their own school. When Rosa rode the bus, she had to sit in the back in the seats marked "for colored". Sometimes she had to stand because the black section was full, even if there were seats in the section for whites.
Rosa's mother wanted Rosa to go to high school education, but this wasn't easy for a black girl. Rosa managed to go to a Teacher's College but unfortunately her mother became very ill and Rosa left school to care for her. 
A few years later Rosa met Raymond Parks. They fell in love and married a year later. Rosa worked part time jobs and went back to school. Finally she managed to get her high school diploma. She was very proud. 
Rosa and her husband Raymond wanted to do something about segregation. Rosa thought that it was unfair that black people were treated differently. She believed that all people should be equal. 
One day she was on the bus after a hard day's work. She was sitting in the black section. All the seats on the bus had filled up when a white man boarded. The bus driver told Rosa and some other African-Americans to stand up and give their seat to the white man. Rosa refused. The bus driver called the police but Rosa didn't move. When the police showed up, Rosa was arrested and later had to pay a fine of $10. She refused to pay, and claimed that she was not guilty and that the law was illegal. She appealed to the Supreme Court. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Black people were angry about the way that Rosa Parks was treated. One day they decided to boycott the city buses. This meant that African-Americans would not use the buses any more. This was difficult for the people because most of them did not have a car to go to work or drive to a shopping centre but the boycott lasted for more than a year - 381 days! 
Finally, the Supreme Court decided that segregation was illegal. The law was changed and black and white people got the same rights.

Rosa Parks became a symbol of the fight for equal rights. She is still a symbol of freedom and equality to many people today. 
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