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	Listening: Crazy inventions
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	a)
	Listen to the audio and match the person to the invention. There is one invention you do not need.



	1.
	Ian
	

	an invention for people who don’t want to get up

	2.
	Suzy
	

	an invention to clean kitchens

	3.
	Marcia
	

	an invention you can write with

	4.
	Ishmael
	

	an invention for lazy mums and dads

	5.
	Alia
	

	an invention you can keep little items in an 

	
	
	1

	invention to protect eyes
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	b)
	Listen to the audio and tick T (= true) or F (= false).



	
	
	T
	F

	1.
	Ian’s invention is good for sunny days.
	

	


	2.
	Suzy’s invention can be used by parents.
	

	


	3.
	Marcia’s invention has a pen fixed to a glove.
	

	


	4.
	Ishmael’s invention is for phones.
	

	


	5.
	Ishmael’s invention is great for lazy people.
	

	


	6.
	Alia’s invention helps you carry little items.
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	Reading: The forgotten Indian inventor



	
	
	a)
	Read the text and tick the correct answer for each question.


One almost completely forgotten inventor is Abaji Bhisey. He was nicknamed the “Indian Edison” after Thomas Edison, America’s greatest ever inventor.
Bhisey grew up in Bombay, which is now called Mumbai. When Bhisey was born, India was a colony of Britain. Famous people, like Ghandi, were peacefully protesting to make India an independent country, something Bhisey supported.
In India, Bhisey taught himself about science using old American scientific magazines. Inspired by his reading, he started a scientific club in Bombay, and invented lots of machines such as electric bikes. In the late 1890s, he heard about a competition in Britain to design a machine for weighing food. In four hours, early one morning, he designed his machine. It was this design that won and Bhisey moved to London to start a new life.
Once in London, Bhisey gained support from some important people and he started inventing. He designed lots of gadgets, but his most important invention was a machine to improve printing. At that time, many books and newspapers were printed, and they needed metal parts for the machines.
Bhisey’s invention made these metal parts quickly and cheaply. It should have made him a lot of money and been a big success. Sadly, it was not. Instead of taking money from a big printing company, Bhisey waited for his friend to get the money needed to make his invention. The friend never got the money and Bhisey had to sail back to Bombay.
On his way home, he met an important American businessman who saw the designs for the printing invention and took Bhisey to America. Sadly, again, the printing machine was not a success. Once in America, Bishey started to invent some unusual things including an improved Ouija board to help people talk to ghosts. This strange end to his inventing career may explain why he has been forgotten today.
1.	Where did Bishey grow up?   America   India


2.	When Bishey was a child, India was …
 an independent country.   controlled by Britain.   becoming independent.



3.	Bishey learnt about science at school.   true   false


4.	Bishey moved to London because he …
 was a famous inventor.   wanted to sell his printing machine.   won a competition.



5.	Bishey’s printing machine was a big success.   true   false


6.	Bishey left Britain because …
 he did not have enough money.   he wanted to go to America.   we don’t know.



7.	Bishey is forgotten by most people today because … 
 he moved to America.   he stopped inventing.   his last inventions were unusual.






	
	
	b)
	Read the text and complete the sentences below.


One almost completely forgotten inventor is Abaji Bhisey. He was nicknamed the “Indian Edison” after Thomas Edison, America’s greatest ever inventor.
Bhisey grew up in Bombay, which is now called Mumbai. When Bhisey was born, India was a colony of Britain. Famous people, like Ghandi, were peacefully protesting to make India an independent country, something Bhisey supported.
In India, Bhisey taught himself about science using old American scientific magazines. Inspired by his reading, he started a scientific club in Bombay, and invented lots of machines such as electric bikes. In the late 1890s, he heard about a competition in Britain to design a machine for weighing food. In four hours, early one morning, he designed his machine. It was this design that won and Bhisey moved to London to start a new life.
Once in London, Bhisey gained support from some important people and he started inventing. He designed lots of gadgets, but his most important invention was a machine to improve printing. At that time, many books and newspapers were printed, and they needed metal parts for the machines.
Bhisey’s invention made these metal parts quickly and cheaply. It should have made him a lot of money and been a big success. Sadly, it was not. Instead of taking money from a big printing company, Bhisey waited for his friend to get the money needed to make his invention. The friend never got the money and Bhisey had to sail back to Bombay.
On his way home, he met an important American businessman who saw the designs for the printing invention and took Bhisey to America. Sadly, again, the printing machine was not a success. Once in America, Bishey started to invent some unusual things including an improved Ouija board to help people talk to ghosts. This strange end to his inventing career may explain why he has been forgotten today.
1.	Bishey grew up in         India        .
2.	When Bishey was a child, India was controlled by  	.
3.	Bishey learnt about science from  	.
4.	Bishey moved to London after he  	.
5.	Bishey’s big invention made  	 for printing machines 
quickly and cheaply.
6.	Bishey had to leave Britain because his  	.him down.
7.	Bishey is forgotten today because his last inventions were  	.
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	Writing: Inventions



	
	
	a)
	You are a clever inventor. What will you invent? Write about 100 words. Use the phrases below to help you. Don’t forget to use paragraphs.



It could be used to …
First of all, this would be a good invention for …
will invent … because …
Another point is …
Lastly, …
To sum up, …



… a lot of advantages, but there are also disadvantages.



First, …



	
	
	b)
	Choose one of the inventions below and write at least 150 words on the pros and cons of this invention. Don’t forget to use paragraphs. Address the points below.


cars
plastic
smart phones
planes
internet



Describe the invention.
Give three positive arguments for it.
Give three negative arguments for it.
Sum up your arguments.
Which arguments do you agree with? Why?
Which arguments do you disagree with? Why?
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	Language in use: Inventions



	
	
	a)
	Use the words and phrases in the box to fill in the gaps. There is one extra word/phrase.



take part in  know-it-all  triangle  in a nutshell   
useless  control  function



1.	A         triangle         is a three-sided shape that is very useful when designing.
2.	Sadly, some inventions are                                              and no one wants them.
3.	She really wanted to                                              the competition because the winning design would be made.
4.	If you weren’t such a                                              more people would be happy to help you.
5.	Well,                                             , it is a machine for time travel.
6.	The main                                              of this invention is data storage. 
1. 


	
	
	b)
	Write the correct word or phrase to fill in the gaps.


A  t   r   i   a   n   g   l   e  is a three-sided shape that is very useful when designing.
We need a fun  s                      for our invention so people can remember it.
Baby clothes with a brush so the baby can clean the floor! What a  w               d  invention.
The pill I have to take for my headaches has a very  u                                      taste.
I do not understand the English instructions, you need to  t                                  them for me.
You need to build it slowly, s                         s             , or you will make a mistake and it won’t work.

	
	
	c)
	Match the sentence halves below. There is one extra half that you do not need.



	1.
	If I invent a flying car,
	

	I won’t have a picnic.

	2.
	If I had my own plane,
	

	I would travel back to the Middle Ages.

	3.
	If I invented a time machine,
	

	I would be rich.

	4.
	If I invented something people need,
	

	I will go home.

	5.
	If I keep scoring goals,
	

	I would fly to Australia.

	6.
	If I worked harder,
	1

	I will be famous.

	7.
	If it rains,
	

	my team will win the match.

	
	
	

	I would get better grades.
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