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All the Fun of the Fear

evin and his best mate, Rich, were at the
funfair. They went on some of the rides, then
won some Hallowe’en fright masks at the rifle
range.
‘T've got a brilliant idea,’ said Kevin. ‘Let’s go on the

Ghost Train. We’ll sit behind a couple of gitls, then just

before the ride finishes we’ll put on the masks. The

train comes out, they turn round, and—WAAAH! I¢’ll
be a real laugh!’

Rich thought it was a great idea too. They paid their
money and, as they had hoped, found empty seats with
two girls right in front of them.

The ghost train started off, and rattled through the
doors into a dark tunnel. A loud wailing noise started
up; lights flashed, skeletons and bats jiggled, horrible
laughter echoed around. The boys didn’t think it was
very good—you could see the strings half the time—
but the two girls screamed their heads off every few
seconds. They were perfect scaredy-cat victims. This was
going to be brilliant!

‘Must be nearly the end now, whispered Rich as a
tacky werewolf popped up and gnashed its cardboard
teeth at them. ‘Let’s put the masks on!’
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They pulled the masks over their faces. Rich’s was
a skull, and Kevin’s was a horrible green warty witch.
BAM went the doors, and the train shot out into the
open air again and came to a halt. *

The girls were gasping and clutching each other.
Kevin leaned forward and said, ‘Hi’

The girls turned round, and let out shrill screams of
terror. Kevin creased up. ‘Fooled you!” he cackled, and
pulled his mask off. But the girls kept on screaming.
They were both looking in horror at Rich.

‘OK, joke’s over, said Kevin. ‘Take it off, Rich’

He looked at Rich. Rich looked at him. Only ...
Rich didn’t have a skull mask any more. He had the
hideous face of a ghoul.

‘I'm not Rich, said a voice that sounded like mud
and gravel. ‘He’s in there.” It pointed back towards the
tunnel, then grinned horribly, showing black, broken
teeth. ‘And he’s never, ever going to come out!’
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\ The Appointment

he blacksmith and his wife sat at their daughter’s

bedside, their faces bleak and their hearts

heavy. Their beloved little girl was dangerously
ill. The physician could do no more for her, and it
seemed unlikely that she would live through another
night.

Downstairs, the grandfather clock began to chime
midnight. The chimes sounded like a funeral bell, and
the blacksmith’s wife began to cry softly.

Then came the sound of loud knocking at the front
door.

The blacksmith hurried downstairs. Outside in
the darkness stood a stranger, muffled in a heavy
cloak and hood, and leading a tall, handsome black
horse.

‘I need your services, said the stranger. ‘My horse
has cast a shoe, and I have an appointment I must keep
tonight.”

The blacksmith didn’t want to shoe the horse. He
only wanted to stay close to his child. But the night
was cold and wet; a cruel night for walking, as the man
would otherwise have to do. And perhaps his appoint-
ment was vitally important to him?
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‘Of course, he said sadly. ‘Bring your horse into the
forge. And while I shoe him, you can sit by the fire
and get warm.

The sound of the blacksmith’s hammer rang in the
night, and soon the shoeing was complete.

“Thank you, said the stranger. “You are very kind.
Now I will pay you.

The hood of his cloak fell back, and where his face
should have been was a bare, bony skull.

‘I am Death, said the stranger, ‘and my appointment
was with your daughter. But because you put nmy needs
before your own, I will not keep the appointment.
Goodnight, my friend’

He mounted his horse and rode away. The horse’s
hooves made no sound whatever. The blacksmith stood
gaping after him, hardly able to believe what he had
seen and heard. Then suddenly his wife came EEE:@
from the house, her face like a star.

‘Husband!” she cried joyously. ‘Our little mi just
opened her eyes and smiled at me! Come quickly, and
see—she is going to get better!’
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Even though they

re short,
some of them will make

you shriek, some of them will make you

laugh, some of gﬁrmg will make you gasp.

But they are all guaranteed
~ to give you a fright!
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