Reporting or Announcing

Watch the BBC video[image: ] about Flying Penguins. Then read what Maxi and his brother said about it. [image: ]
[image: ][image: ]



	Maxi is announcing some cool news

	Robert is reporting fake news

	[image: Child looking at a world map]
	[image: ]

	“Wow, you won’t believe what they have discovered in Madagascar.
I saw a BBC video where an explorer showed some flying penguins. I didn’t know they can do that. I thought penguins were too heavy to fly, but the video really showed flying penguins. How amazing. 
The explorer explained that they are unlike any other penguins in the world. They don’t spend the winter in the ice, and they don’t need to huddle together to protect themselves against the cold. They fly south to warmer countries, just like other birds. He said that they can fly thousands of miles and spend the winter in the tropical sun. Isn’t this amazing? I would really like to see these flying penguins myself.”

	“Have you seen the BBC video about flying penguins? It went viral on all the social media.  It showed an explorer in Madagascar and he said that he had discovered a colony of penguins that was unlike any other in the world. He said that these penguins didn’t spend the winter in the ice – huddling together against the cold, but that they could fly. He explained that these special penguins would fly to warmer regions and spend the winter there, just like other birds do. In the video you could see the penguins running and then starting to lift off. Then the video showed lots of black birds flying in the sky. At first it seemed very convincing – but then I noticed that it was published on April 1st. So, the whole thing is obviously a hoax. Of course, penguins do not fly.



What do you notice? 
[image: ]Both Maxi and his brother Robert are talking about the same video. Why are they using different tenses here?


Let’s explain:
	Announcing interesting news
	Reporting neutral or fake information

	Maxi is announcing cool news. He thinks this is great and wants to tell us about these cool animals. 
Therefore, he is using the ……………………………….. tense.
	Robart knows that penguins are too heavy to fly, and he does not believe that the information is correct. He thinks this is fake news. 
Robart is reporting the news in the ………………….. tense.

	In everyday situations we often use the present tense to talk about interesting news or facts that we have heard of or read.
We use the present tense, because these facts seem important and relevant to us now.

Examples: 

Our teacher told us that we are going to visit the Zotter chocolate factory next week.
Cool, isn’t it?


Mrs. Pö said that we can take part in the GOAL project and write our own online story books with our international friends.

	When we report fake news or things that are no longer true, we report these in the ………………….. tense.
We use the ……………………………tense to “push the information away from us” – that means – to show that we do not trust it.  

The phrase he/she claimed that – also shows that we do not trust the information that we are reporting.
The explorer said that these penguins could fly (BUT this is not true).

Journalists also do this to show that they are just reporting what they have heard. They are thinking of the interview that happened in the past.

The actress said that she felt very happy about being chosen for the main role in the film. 
She added that it was a great honor for her to work with such a famous film director.


Let’s compare these situations
	Hurray!!! Mom said that I can organize a sleepover at our house on the weekend. Do you want to come?
	I am really angry. Yesterday Mom said that I could organize a sleepover on the weekend, but then she remembered our Math test on Monday and she changed her mind.

	My grandmother told me that she is going to visit us on the weekend. That’s great – she always brings presents, and we do fun things when she comes.
	Well, originally grandmother said she would visit us on the weekend. But then she checked the weather report and decided to postpone her visit. She hates bad weather.



More examples of reporting fake news
Last week I met an old friend of mine and we got into a really weird conversation. Mark said that the Corona pandemic was a hoax and the Corona tests that we are doing in school were dangerous and they would infect us with harmful bacteria. He even said that the swabs would hurt our brains and that the masks were full of poisonous chemicals that would make us sick. He told me that Bill Gates was behind the whole Corona pandemic because he owned some big drug companies and wanted to make a huge profit. 
I was really shocked that my friend Mark believes all these things. But then it got even worse. He actually claimed that our government had invented the whole Corona pandemic. He said that they just wanted to gain more power and take away our freedom to travel and move around freely.
I tried to reassure him, but he didn’t want to hear my arguments. He told me to read the warnings on Facebook and Telegram and he promised to send me some links to shocking videos. Mark seemed really scared – I don’t know where he got all the fake news from. 
[image: ]What were Mark’s exact words?
He said: “I am sure that the Corona pandemic …………… a hoax. The tests that you ………… doing in school …………… really dangerous. They ……………………….. you with harmful bacteria.
The swabs …………………. your brains and the masks ………………….. full of poisonous chemicals. They …………………….really bad for you.  And you know what, Bill Gates ………………… behind all of this. He ………………….   some big drug companies, and he ……………………. a huge profit. Bill Gates …………….. behind all this – I ……………. sure about it.
And you know ……………….. not only Bill Gates. Our government ……………… behind it too. They have invented the whole Corona pandemic because they ………………. to gain more power and they ……………….. to take away our rights. They ……………….. to lock us in and close the borders.
I’ll send you some links so you can watch the shocking information yourself. You won’t believe it – it’s really scary what they are trying to do to us. “
Let’s recap: 
	We report in the past tense (or the past perfect tense) to show that we are distancing ourselves from
· fake news or information that we doubt (anzweifeln
· information that is no longer true
· or neutral facts that someone else said
The phrase he/she claimed that – also shows that we do not trust the information that we are reporting.

“Bill Gates is behind the pandemic.”        He claimed that Bill Gates was behind the pandemic.
“The masks are poisonous.” 		      He said that the masks were poisonous.
“I have discovered flying penguins.” 	      The explorer explained that he had discovered flying penguins.
“I saw the thief from my window.”           The boy told the police that he had seen the thief from his window.


	We use the present tense to announce important, interesting or relevant information that we have heard or read.



[image: ]Now it’s your turn. 
Here are a few examples of recent fake-news headlines. Report in 1 sentence what the articles or videos said.
Gorilla Discovered Knitting at National Zoo
The article said that ……………………………………………………………….. but ………………………………………………………..
UFO seen over Vienna
The boy claimed he ………………………………………………………….……. but ……………………………………………………….
Facebook: The Corona Virus does not exist
I saw a comment on Facebook. The writer claimed that ………………………………………………………..……….. but 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Now add 3 more examples of fake news that you have come across. 
______________________________________________________________________
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