Past Tense Practice

In this workshop we are going to review and practice the use of the simple past and the  past progressive.

Please study the irregular verbs again. We'll have a little test next week.

Whole class activities:

· Game: Our lives (practice of simple past for past events)

· Overview and summary information: We'll discuss the different uses of the past tense and practice each notion. Feel free to ask as many questions as you can think of until you are absolutely sure you have understood the different notions.

· The fire: Describing a scene 

· Memory game: A Robbery

· Game: Alibi 

· Hot Dog and Cool Cat: Solving a criminal case

Workshop, practice activities

· Exercise package: Do the exercises slowly and carefully and ask me whenever you need help. 

· Computer game: Storyboard

Reconstruct the passage that got lost in my computer.

Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Text for Storyboard

The simple past and the past progressive in story-telling

(Summary information)

	We use the past simple for:
Main events or a sequence of events (Hauptereignisse, eine Reihe von Ereignissen )

I spent my holidays in Greece.  In the first week we visited several historical sites, then we spent a week at the beach. We stayed on a very nice campground and went wind-surfing almost every day…

Past states, permanent features (Zustände in der Vergangenheit)

When I was a child we lived in the country. My parents had a small farm with a few cows and sheep. We grew vegetables and sold them on the market on Saturdays…

My father was a very strict man….




	We use the past progressive  for:

Background, circumstances (Hintergrund, Begleitumstände, was nebenher passierte)

It was a Sunday afternoon. Mom was preparing dinner and  Tom and I were watching TV when, all of a sudden, the doorbell rang and a policeman was standing outside.

We were writing our English test, when the fire alarm went off.

Beschreibungen wie es war , Stimmungsbild

It was raining, the moon was shining, the owl was hooting...

The sun was shining, the birds were singing in the trees…

Tätigkeiten zu einem ganz bestimmten Zeitpunkt  

At 5 o'clock I was doing my English homework




Practice: 

1. Past Events: Write a short letter or e-mail telling a friend about an exciting weekend. Start like this: 

Dear …,  

I've just come back from an exciting weekend in…

2. Past States: Write a short paragraph about life when you were a little child (in kindergarden) Where did you live? What type of child were you? Did you have any friends? What did you like to play?….Were you afraid of anything?

3. Background, Circumstances: Think of an important or surprising event in your family or neighborhood (e.g. birth of a brother or sister, accident, gossip, scandal…) Write a few sentences describing the event and what was going on in the background (what you and other people were doing at the time) 
4. Stimmungsbild:Think of a scene that you saw recently that struck you as either very beautiful/ or very exciting / or very unusual. Describe the scene in as much detail as you can.
5. What were you doing yesterday at 6 a.m./ at 10 a.m./ at 2 p.m. / at 4 p.m./ at 6 p.m./ at 8 p.m. and at 10 p.m? 
Optional Exercise for very brave students:

Identify the different notions in the following text. Underline the verbs and decide whether they refer to main events (ME), past states (PS) or  circumstances (C). We will then compare and discuss your decisions.

THE SECRET AGENT

It was just before the Second World War. Tom was only 20 at the time and was living with his mother. He was working in a bank and travelling to London every day. One morning, he received a mysterious letter. It was addressed to 'Mr. Thomas Parker'. The letter, which was signed, 'A Friend', asked Tom to go to The Crown Inn during his lunch hour. All morning, as he was dealing with customers, Tom was wondering whether he should do this. At lunch time he decided to go to the inn. It was full of people and Tom couldn't recognize anyone. He was just wondering if he should leave, when a stranger introduced himself and said he had known Tom's father, who had died when Tom was a baby. The stranger explained that Tom's father, Bill, was a secret agent in the First World War. Through this meeting, Tom was recruited to be a secret agent, too, and was already working in France when the war began.
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