Want a good grade?

You can have it – just follow these tips.

How to practice for the English test:
In the coming English test you want to show that you can


write a narrative text (story, letter…) about the life and problems of the Middle Ages


use lots of new vocabulary from the project


use the irregular verbs correctly


use the past simple to write about past events


and the past progressive to write about circumstances and backgrounds
and use the passive voice to say how and when things were made or done.

In order to practice these topics I am going to…

If you want to practice writing try one or two short free-writing sessions like the one we did in class. Beam yourself to an interesting place in the Middle Ages. It might be a dark castle, a monastery, a market place, a farm, a forest… Look around carefully… then come back. Now describe what you saw and experienced.  Use the past simple to talk about the events and the past progressive form to describe the circumstances and the background.

Stop writing after 10 minutes and leave your text for a day. Come back on the next day and correct your little mistakes. Check the tenses you have used – are they correct? Try to add 5 adjectives or adverbs to make your text more colorful. Which words from your vocab collection could you use in this context?
Collect all your practice work. You may hand it in for extra credit (effort).  

Past simple and progressive in stories

Use the past simple to say 

· what happened (first, second, then, later, suddenly… after,…) and 

· what it was like (it was cold, the building was hidden in a cloud of smoke, a group of people were on the roof)

Use the past progressive 

· to describe the scene, what was going on in the background (like in a movie): flames were pouring out of the windows, a group of people were shouting for help…)

Continue the story: 10-minute free-writing
…When I got off my time machine I couldn’t believe my eyes. I was in the middle of a strange town. People were running and screaming and the whole town was hidden in a cloud of smoke. 

I looked around to find out what was going on and then I saw that one of the buildings on the main square was on fire. A group of people were…
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