3b


 

First Test

                           November 2011





Group B
1. The Passive

Fill in the missing verbs in the past tense using the passive voice when necessary to create meaningful sentences.


In the Middle Ages books were something special. They __________________ (write) by monks, who __________________ (spend) months working on one book. Some books __________________ (buy) by noblemen but only few people __________________ (know) how to read or write. Girls __________________ (teach) how to sew or cook rather than how to read. 

2. Complete the following text using the past simple or past progressive form.

I have only been here in this  monastery for a week and everything is new to me here. On the first day I ______________________ (meet) all the other nuns; most of them are really old but very friendly. They _________________ (give) me a hearty welcome and showed me to my cell. That is what they call the rooms here. When I first _________________ (enter) I was a bit shocked at how small it was. It’s tiny. It doesn’t really matter because I am not allowed to keep many things anyway.

One nice thing that I’ve noticed is the smell of candles and incense. When I first entered the chapel I was overwhelmed by the lovely candles that _____________________(burn) everywhere. The sound of music came to my ears. The sisters ____________________(sing) old hymns  and there was a smell of sweet lilies in the air. The priest _____________________ (mumble) his prayers in Latin and I did not understand anything at all. This went on for hours. At one point I almost _______________ (fall asleep) but, fortunately many of the older sisters __________________ (snore) noisily, and that kept me awake. Suddenly the organ _________________ (start) to play and everyone _______________ (wake up) again. The music was divine, simply wonderful.

3. Writing:   Choose one of the following topics and write about 300 words. Use the past tense forms (simple and progressive) correctly.

A:Birdy’s Letter: 
Birdy has just driven away another suitor and is really angry. She decides to write a letter to her brother who is on a crusade and ask him for advice.
In her letter Birdy tells her brother about their father’s plan to marry her off, she describes some of the suitors who have come to their house and how she behaved to drive them off. She writes about her dreams and asks her brother to help her.
B: Robin Hood’s Letter to Marian

Imagine you are Robin Hood. After the wedding you cannot stay with Marian for long. You have to travel a lot in order to help the poor in Sherwood forest and you have to hide from the sheriff. Sometimes you stay away for weeks. Since you are really in love with Marian and miss her a lot, you  always write her letters – so she knows about your adventures and problems.

Write a letter to Marian telling her about your recent adventures.

C: Diary: My Day in the Middle Ages

Imagine you traveled back into the Middle Ages in a time machine. You had one full day to walk around and experience what life was like at that time. After coming back describe your experience in your diary.
Describe your day in as much detail as possible. (Where did you land? What did you see? Who did you meet? What were these people doing? What did you eat? Did you use a toilet? Can you remember any smells? Did you talk to any people?.....)
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1. Complete the following text using the past simple or past progressive form.

I’ve just entered the Carmelite Order and everything is new to me. Yesterday I ______________________ (meet) all the other nuns; most of them are really old but very friendly. They gave me a hearty welcome and ________________ (show) me to my cell. That is what they call the rooms here. When I first _________________ (enter) I was a bit shocked at how small it was. It’s tiny. It doesn’t really matter because I am not allowed to keep many things anyway.

One nice thing that I’ve noticed is the smell of candles and incense. When I first entered the chapel I was overwhelmed by the lovely candles that _____________________(burn) everywhere. The sound of music came to my ears. The sisters ____________________(sing) the Ave Maria and there was a smell of sweet lilies in the air. The priest _____________________ (mumble) his prayers in Latin and I did not understand anything at all. This went on for hours. At one point I almost _______________ (fall asleep) but, fortunately many of the older sisters __________________ (snore) noisily, and that kept me awake. Suddenly the organ _________________ (start) to play and everyone _______________ (wake up) again. The music was divine, simply wonderful.

2. The Passive
Fill in the missing verbs in the past tense using the passive voice when necessary to create meaningful sentences. 



In the Middle Ages there were no real schools. Sons of noblemen __________________ (teach) how to use a sword and a bow and arrow rather than how to read a book. However, some boys __________________ (give) to monasteries where they __________________ (learn) how to read and write. When they were old enough they __________________ (become) monks. Their hair __________________ (cut) and they had to wear special clothes. 

3. Writing:  Choose one of the following topics and write about 300 words. Use the past tense forms (simple and progressive) correctly.
A:Birdy’s Letter:

Birdy has just driven away another suitor and is really angry. She decides to write a letter to her brother who is on a crusade and ask him for advice.

In her letter Birdy tells her brother about their father’s plan to marry her off, she describes some of the suitors who have come to their house and how she behaved to drive them off. She writes about her dreams and asks her brother to help her.

B: Robin Hood’s Letter to Marian

Imagine you are Robin Hood. After the wedding you cannot stay with Marian for long. You have to travel a lot in order to help the poor in Sherwood forest and you have to hide from the sheriff. Sometimes you stay away for weeks. Since you are really in love with Marian and miss her a lot, you  always write her letters – so she knows about your adventures and problems.

Write a letter to Marian telling her about your recent adventures.

C: Diary: My Day in the Middle Ages

Imagine you traveled back into the Middle Ages in a time machine. You had one full day to walk around and experience what life was like at that time. After coming back describe your experience in your diary.

Describe your day in as much detail as possible. (Where did you land? What did you see? Who did you meet? What were these people doing? What did you eat? Did you use a toilet? Can you remember any smells? Did you talk to any people?.....)
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