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Introduction – I hope you all have had a fantastic summer!  I look forward to hearing about all of your vacations over the coming weeks.  For those of you who do not know me, my name is Mrs. Brown.   Address any new faces.  Let me see how good my memory is working today – run through classes names.
3 things about me.  I have been in your class before but this is the first year for me to be your teacher, so I think it would be nice to start things off by telling you a few things about myself!
· Please feel free to raise your hand if you want to ask questions, but please don’t blurt out your comments or questions so that it does not disrupt the class.
Clara – I don’t have any children but I do have a wonderfully fat and happy dog.  
· So, for your first practice question – does anyone know what type of dog this is?  What do you know about this type of dog?
She is an 8 year old.  She is the only Austrian in my family as I am from the US and my husband is from England.  She may be Austrian but she only answers to English and food!  She is a bit spoiled and has us wrapped around her paw as I’m sure some of you have your parents wrapped around your little fingers.  She is my morning alarm clock, because she never fails to come in and tell me it is time to get up and take her for a walk before I come to school.  She loves her walks almost as much as she loves cheese.  We go hiking most weekends, and she loves going skiing with us.  Skiing story Hochwertzen – van – hike – gondola – have early dinner on the mountain – me on ade’s skis – her running down after us.  
· Does anyone know where the deserts are in the USA?
Desert Trail – my dad and two of his friends have been doing a 2 hikes a year for the last 12 years on the desert trail – from Mexico to Canada.  This summer I joined him for one of the sections through a canyon in northern Nevada.  
· How many of you enjoy hiking?  Go hiking with your families? Do you usually follow a trail? Or make your own trail?
There is no real trail but it is really only GPS coordinates and animal tracks to follow.  So, it is always a bit of an adventure!  We started the hike into the canyon early in the morning.  
· Why?  Heat and we didn’t know how long it would take us.
Open at the beginning.  But got narrower and there were more boulders and plants and water than we had imagined there would be so we were glad we started early, because it took us a lot longer than we had expected.  I was lucky my dad chose to go first and I had to try and follow in his footsteps the best I could.
· Why do you think this was the case?  
Rattle snakes. – snake skin we found.  And the day didn’t get very warm that day so I was always a bit nervous of stepping on a snake.  Only found two nonpoisonous ones, but they still made me jump a mile.  We made it about half way down the canyon and it started to rain.
· Why do you think this made us a bit nervous?
But there were no floods and we only had to build a bridge once right at the end of the canyon to cross the water.  Some of the most interesting things we found were obsidian chips and flakes all over the canyon floor. 
· Why do you think we found these flakes of black rock along this red canyon floor? 
The Native American Indians would have used the canyon for hunting.  

I love to travel – I have always loved to travel.  That is why I came to Austria in the first place…that and the skiing.  So looking at this map all of the countries I have been to are shown here.  
· Who can identify some of these places?
Many more I would like to go to.  I have not yet touched the African or South American continents.  But I plan to.  In English we have a phrase ‘It is in my blood’.
· What do you think that means?
Two things in my case everyone on my mom’s side of the family is or has been a teacher and most of them have taught in a foreign country.  Grandpa bringing my mom and brothers and sisters to Finland and Thailand – my cousin in Africa – So I think my family has influenced my life and my choices a great deal.

Now I would like for you to take out your memo or HW books and write down your first HW assignment.  
· 3 things you think I should know about you.  50 words for each of the details.  You can include pictures if you want to but you do not have to.  
· Private this is not something that I am going to share with the class it is for my eyes only.  
· In our next class on Friday.

HW reminders
· Homework can be hand written or typed.  Must be turned in on a piece of paper or in your folder depending on the assignment.
· If typed it has to be double spaced and a font of a readable size and character.
· Name and date in the top left-hand corner.
· Leave a margin on the right-hand side of the sheet for my corrections and comments.
· Homework MUST be handed in on the due date or else it will not be counted. 
· If you were absent you will be able to make up missing Homework
· In certain cases you may bring in a note signed by your parents explaining the reason you were unable to do your homework.
 Fairness and Choice 
I want to run our classes as fairly as possible.  
