Needs some revising -- unfinished
Dear Laurie,

I am sitting under a big old olive tree sipping frappé. The place smells of pine trees and the cicadas are chirping away all day. There is nobody around, we have the whole beach for ourselves. At night all we see is the stars and some ships passing by far out in the sea. 
I love my early morning bike rides where I meet old farmers on their donkeys. It takes me about half an hour to go to the bakery and another 30 minutes to ride back. It’s a good work-out and the fresh bread tastes wonderful. Sometimes I ride to the fruit-vendor instead. This is quite challenging  because it goes up and down the mountain a lot. There I buy fresh grapes, peaches and plums. They taste delicious with the Greek yoghurt and honey. Very often Georgos, the fruit vendor, gives me some extra things, like fresh figs or a melon as a present.
After breakfast I always go swimming in the sea. Yesterday I found a beautiful, red starfish. We took a picture and then threw it back into the deep water so it wouldn’t die. Then she saw the shell of a sea spider sitting on the bottom of the sea. I went down to get it for her and was quite surprised at how big it was. It looked pretty spooky, honestly, but I didn’t want to admit that I was scared. So I took another deep breath, but I almost had a heart attack when I was down there. There was an enormous octopus sitting next to the leftovers of the sea spider. It was eying me greedily from under its big bulging nose. Its arms were at least one meter long. I couldn’t believe it and just stared back. Then, all of a sudden, it reached out for my leg. That’s when I turned around and got out as fast as I could.
Today I’m staying away from the water, that’s for sure. I’ll work on my Greek instead.

See you soon,
Dear Laurie,

I …………………………………………………… under a huge, old olive tree in the bay of Kastri, ………………………… frape. The place …………………….. of wild sage and the cicadas are ………………………………………….. away all day. There is nobody around, we have the whole bay for ourselves. At night all we ………………………… is the stars and the lighthouse on the other side of the bay. It’s so quiet that we can actually ……………………………. the flame of our refridgerator ……………………………………. inside the camper. The only people we …………………………….here are the few farmers who ………………………… by and bring water for their sheep and – believe it or not – the Greek president, Carolas Papoulias, who is ……………………………………………. in a secluded house a few hundred meters away. His police and bodyguards are very friendly when they ………………………………….. by or when I meet them jogging or ………………………. my bike. They don’t seem to ……………………… us camping in this old olive grove.

I love those early morning bike rides where I ……………………… old farmers on their donkeys. It ……………………………….. me about three quarters of an hour up and down the mountains to go to the bakery, and another 45 minutes to ………………………. back. It’s a good work-out and the fresh bread …………………….. wonderful. I love to ……………………. to the ladies at the bakery – they are so nice and always ………………………… me an extra apple or chocolate pastry when I ……………………… to speak Greek to them.

Anna loves ………………………………….. in the sea. She has already ……………………lots of pretty sea-shells and urchins. Yesterday she …………………………. a beautiful, red starfish. We ………………………. a picture and then ………………………. it back into the deep water so it wouldn’t die. Then she …………………………… the shell of a sea spider …………………………. on the bottom of the sea. I ……………….. down to get it for her and was quite ………………………………. at how big it was. It looked pretty spooky, honestly, but I didn’t want to ………………………that I was scared. So I ……………………………. another deep breath, but I almost had a heart attack when I was down there. There was an enormous octopus sitting next to the leftovers of the sea spider. It was ………………………….. me greedily from under its big bulging nose. Its arms were at least one meter long. I couldn’t believe it and just ……………………….. back. Then, all of a sudden, it …………………………. out for my leg. That’s when I ………………………………around and got out as fast as I could.

Today I’m ………………………………..away from the water, that’s for sure. I’ll work on my Greek instead.

See you soon,

E. Pölzleitner
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