3A/B English


              TEST TWO
 
 …………………January 20006
Choose one of the following beginnings for tall tales, and finish the story using the content guidelines below.  Remember to use exaggeration!   

· Choose a hero or heroine.  Use exaggeration to show that he/she is amazingly strong, brave, smart, etc.

· Choose a powerful foe (enemy).  This foe should be a person, thing or force or nature that your hero/heroine has to conquer or tame.

· Show the cleverness of your hero/heroine by giving him/her a problem to solve, a battle to fight, etc.  

· Your main character’s problems should get worse and worse ending in a climax during which the main character conquers his/her foe.

· Write a final paragraph in which you describe the resolution (what happened after the climax, after the problem was solved).

· Remember to use similes, metaphors and colorful verbs that show your characters’ behavior. 

Slide Rock Bolters
Way up in the mountains of Colorado lurks the slide-rock bolter. This creature has a huge head, slits where its eyes should be and a wide mouth with long, sharp teeth.
The diet of the slide-rock bolter is Colorado tourists. …..
…(describe exactly what the slide-rock bolters do, how dangerous they are…)

For a while there, some folks tried to rig a trap for the slide-rock bolters but they never caught one. So the people called Paul Bunyan for help…
to lurk = lauern,    to rig a trap = eine Falle bauen
Jack and the Corn Stalk

Once, a Kansas farmer sent his son Jack to check on the growth of the corn in the field. Now Jack was not a tall lad, so he decided to take a ladder with him. When he found a nice big stalk of corn, he leaned the ladder against it and climbed up until he could reach the first joint. From there, he proceeded to the top of the cornstalk, and looked out over the field. There was enough corn there for a rich harvest. 

Excited by his discovery, Jack started back down the corn stalk.  He realized suddenly that it had kept growing while he was at the top. He stepped from joint to joint, but it grew so fast he never reached the ground. 

lad = boy,   a stalk of corn = Maispflanze, 
Pecos Bill and Slue-foot Sue

Now, Pecos Bill had a way with women.  No doubt.  He had dozens of wives during his time.  But his one true love was Slue-foot Sue.  She was his first wife, and she could ride almost as well as Bill himself.

Bill first saw Slue-foot Sue riding a catfish down the Rio Grande river.  She was riding standing up and holding on with only one hand so she could take potshots at the clouds with her six-shooter.  Bill fell in love immediately, but before he could introduce himself, Slue-foot Sue was attacked by the biggest…..

potshots= careless shots   six-shooter=gun   

Comparing: Group A




Name:……………….
In other words

It isn’t as hot in Canada as it is in Mexico. 

Mexico is a ...............................................................……………………………………..

I prefer milk chocolate to dark chocolate. 

I think milk ……………………………………………………………………………….

Tim’s English is not as good as Henry’s. 

Henry’s English is ………………………………………………………………………...

Life in the Middle Ages was much harder. 

Today life is much ………………………………………………………………………...

No one I know is as arrogant as him. 

He’s ………………………………………………………………………………………...

Comparing: Group B




Name: …………………
In other words

Venice is not as far away from Graz as Paris.

Paris is much……………………………………………………………………………….

I like strawberry ice-cream but I don’t like banana flavor.

I think  strawberry ice-cream is ……………………………………………………………

No one I know is as intelligent as her. 
She is ……………………………………………………………………………………….

Anna’s  bike is not as good as Sarah’s.

Sarah’s bike is ……………………………………………………………………………...

Debbie is not as friendly as her sister.

Her sister is ………………………...………………………………………………………

Solutions: Original Tales

Pecos Bill and Slue-foot Sue 
retold by
S. E. Schlosser

Now, Pecos Bill had a way with wimmen. No doubt. He had dozens of wives during his time. But his one true love was Slue-foot Sue. She was his first wife - and she could ride almost as good as Bill himself. 

Bill first saw Slue-foot Sue ridin' a catfish down the Rio Grande. She was riding standing up and holdin' on with only one hand sose she could take pot-shots at the clouds with her six-shooter. Was making a right pretty pattern too. Bill jest went head over heels for her. Proposed on the spot. They was married the next day too. 

Sue was dressed in one of them white jobs with the large hoops. Looked plumb beautiful. Right after they was married, Sue insisted Bill prove how much he loved her by letting her ride his horse, Widow-maker. Bill couldn't talk her out of it, so Sue climbed on that great devil of a horse. 

Well, Widow-Maker bucked like a maniac, jest as you'd expect. Sue was thrown off - clear up to the clouds. Luckily, Sue was still wearing her springy hoop. When she hit the ground, she bounced up again. But we all soon realized Sue couldn't stop bouncing. She bounced so high she kept hitting her head on the moon. She was crying and crying buckets of tears, and throwin' kisses to her new husband. But even he couldn't stop her bouncing. 

We waited three days and four nights. Finally, even Bill realized that she was gonna starve to death before she stopped bouncing, so he had to shoot her. It was a cryin' shame. Well, time heals wounds, and Bill finally got married again. And again. And again. But I'm tellin' you, he never felt the same about another woman as he felt for his first wife, Slue-foot Sue. 

Slide Rock Bolters
retold by 
S. E. Schlosser

Way up in the mountains of Colorado lurks the slide-rock bolter. This creature has a huge head, slits where its eyes should be and a wide mouth with long, sharp teeth. 

The diet of the slide-rock bolter is Colorado tourists. The slide-rock bolter will lurk at the top of a mountain peak, secured in place by its forked tail which has hooks in it, and watch for tourists. An unwary tourist, innocently sight-seeing through the Rockies, might suddenly find himself confronted by a slide-rock bolter tobogganing down the mountain towards him, its wide mouth gaping open. Before you can say George Washington, the slide-rock bolter will have scooped up that tourist and be resting on the next mountain peak, waiting for dessert to stroll by. 

     For a while there, some folks tried to rig a trap for the slide-rock bolters by stuffing a dummy with poison or explosives, dressing it in bright, touristy clothes and putting a guide book in its hand. But soon enough, those slide-rock bolters were seeing through the disguise and began eating the trap setters as appetizers, so they abandoned the practice. 

Jack and the Corn Stalk

Once, a Kansas farmer sent his son Jack to check on the growth of the corn in the field. Now Jack was not a tall lad, so he decided to take a ladder with him. When he found a nice big stalk of corn, he leaned the ladder against it and climbed up until he could reach the first joint. From there, he proceeded to the top of the cornstalk, and looked out over the field. There was enough corn there for a rich harvest. 

Excited by his discovery, Jack started back down the corn stalk.  He realized suddenly that it had kept growing while he was at the top. He stepped from joint to joint, but it grew so fast he never reached the ground. 

Meanwhile, Jack's father wondered what was taking the boy so long. He knew there was no use in hunting for him in the forest of corn, so he climbed to the top of the windmill. He saw Jack's predicament soon enough, and gathered the neighborhood men. They tried to chop down the cornstalk, but the cornstalk was growing so fast there were eighteen inches separating every chop. Finally, they gave up, and Jack was forced to stay on the corn stalk until a drought came and it finally stopped growing.

3a version:

1.    Paul Bunyan and his huge ox, Babe, were on their way to work one spring day when they heard lots of shouting and cries for help coming from the river.  They knew the river was full of logs that they and the other loggers would have to float down the river that day, but the logs had been in a big strong net the night before.  That’s why Paul and Babe weren’t expecting what they saw next.  When they came out of the forest so they could see the river, they saw the most amazing sight.  There was a log jam so big that it reached the moon and it was getting higher all the time.  Paul didn’t know who or what was doing this, but he knew that he and Babe would clear this jam or die trying.

log=large piece of wood from a tree         logger=man who chops down trees

log jam=river blocked with logs

2.    The Whistling River – so named because twice a day, it reared up to a height of two hundred feet and let loose a whistle that could be heard for over six hundred miles – was the most ornery river in the country.  It loved nothing better than to make life miserable for the loggers who worked there.  It would tie their logs into knots, flip men into the water then toss them back out onto the banks, and break apart whole rafts of logs as soon as the loggers put them together.  So the loggers wrote a letter to Paul Bunyan to ask him for help…

reared up=stood up   ornery=naughty     toss=throw    raft=flat boat made of logs

3.    Now, Pecos Bill had a way with women.  No doubt.  He had dozens of wives during his time.  But his one true love was Slue-foot Sue.  She was his first wife, and she could ride almost as well as Bill himself.

Bill first saw Slue-foot Sue riding a catfish down the Rio Grande river.  She was riding standing up and holding on with only one hand so she could take potshots at the clouds with her six-shooter.  Bill fell in love immediately, but before he could introduce himself, Slue-foot Sue was attacked by the biggest…..



potshots= careless shots   six-shooter=gun   

