3b  English

                     TEST Three– Group A
 
                April, 2014

Grammar group A : How long have they…?
 (15p)
Use these notes to write true sentences about people you know. 

Mrs. Pö – be vegetarian – 15 years.

Jakob – American football – last year
Mary – gymnastics– many years
Moritz – golf  -- more than 8 years
Leonie – cello – since elementary school.

Old things in your schoolbag: (15p)
What is the oldest item that you happen to have in school today? Write 5 sentences about it. 

Describe the item.

How long have you had it? 

When did you get it? 

What else can you say about it?

Writing a tall tale: (70p)
Choose one of the following beginnings of tall tales, and finish the story in the typical form and style of a tall tale.
Slide Rock Bolters
Way up in the mountains of Colorado lurks the slide-rock bolter. This creature has a huge head, slits where its eyes should be and a wide mouth with long, sharp teeth.
The diet of the slide-rock bolter is Colorado tourists. …..
…(describe exactly what the slide-rock bolters do, how dangerous they are…)

For a while there, some folks tried to rig a trap for the slide-rock bolters but they never caught one. So the people called Paul Bunyan for help…
to lurk = lauern,    to rig a trap = eine Falle bauen
Jack and the Corn Stalk

Once, a Kansas farmer sent his son Jack to check on the growth of the corn in the field. Now Jack was not a tall lad, so he decided to take a ladder with him. When he found a nice big stalk of corn, he leaned the ladder against it and climbed up until he could reach the first joint. From there, he proceeded to the top of the cornstalk, and looked out over the field. There was enough corn there for a rich harvest. 

Excited by his discovery, Jack started back down the corn stalk.  He realized suddenly that it had kept growing while he was at the top. He stepped from joint to joint, but it grew so fast he never reached the ground. 

lad = boy,   a stalk of corn = Maispflanze, 
Assessment
	Task Achievement: Your story has all the ingredients of a tall tale: big problem that no one can solve, exaggeration, strong hero who can finally solve the problem.
	10

	Organization: Your story is clearly organized. You have described the problem and its consequences for normal people. The problem gets worse and worse until the tt hero finally solves it.
	10

	Range of Vocabulary and Grammar: You have used a wide range of idiomatic expressions. You have described the problem and its effect on the characters  clearly. You have used a variety of structures and longer sentences.
	10

	Accuracy: Your language is mostly correct in those areas that we have worked on. (Spelling, tenses …)
	10

	Total: max. pts = 40 x 1,75 = 70
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How long have they…?(15p)
Use these notes to write true sentences about people you know. 

Mr. Wetzlmaier – smoke – age of 18.

Paul – dog – kindergarden
Matteo – kite-surfing – several years
Eleni – new glasses – since the Easter holidays
Hanna – dance – many years.
Old things in your schoolbag (15P)
What is the oldest item that you happen to have in school today? Write 5 sentences about it. 

Describe the item.

How long have you had it? 

When did you get it? 

What else can you say about it?

Writing a tall tale: (70p)
Choose one of the following beginnings of tall tales, and finish the story in the typical form and style of a tall tale.

Slide Rock Bolters

Way up in the mountains of Colorado lurks the slide-rock bolter. This creature has a huge head, slits where its eyes should be and a wide mouth with long, sharp teeth.

The diet of the slide-rock bolter is Colorado tourists. …..
…(describe exactly what the slide-rock bolters do, how dangerous they are…)

For a while there, some folks tried to rig a trap for the slide-rock bolters but they never caught one. So the people called Paul Bunyan for help…

to lurk = lauern,    to rig a trap = eine Falle bauen
Jack and the Corn Stalk

Once, a Kansas farmer sent his son Jack to check on the growth of the corn in the field. Now Jack was not a tall lad, so he decided to take a ladder with him. When he found a nice big stalk of corn, he leaned the ladder against it and climbed up until he could reach the first joint. From there, he proceeded to the top of the cornstalk, and looked out over the field. There was enough corn there for a rich harvest. 

Excited by his discovery, Jack started back down the corn stalk.  He realized suddenly that it had kept growing while he was at the top. He stepped from joint to joint, but it grew so fast he never reached the ground. 

lad = boy,   a stalk of corn = Maispflanze, 

Assessment  

	Task Achievement: Your story has all the ingredients of a tall tale: big problem that no one can solve, exaggeration, strong hero/heroine who can finally solve the problem.
	10

	Organization: Your story is clearly organized. You have described the problem and its consequences for normal people. The problem gets worse and worse until the tt hero finally solves it.
	10

	Range of Vocabulary and Grammar: You have used a wide range of idiomatic expressions. You have described the problem and its effect on the characters  clearly. You have used a variety of structures and longer sentences.
	10

	Accuracy: Your language is mostly correct in those areas that we have worked on. (Spelling, tenses …)
	10

	Total: max. pts = 40 x 2,5 = 70
	


Solutions: Original Tales

Slide Rock Bolters
retold by S. E. Schlosser

Way up in the mountains of Colorado lurks the slide-rock bolter. This creature has a huge head, slits where its eyes should be and a wide mouth with long, sharp teeth. 

The diet of the slide-rock bolter is Colorado tourists. The slide-rock bolter will lurk at the top of a mountain peak, secured in place by its forked tail which has hooks in it, and watch for tourists. An unwary tourist, innocently sight-seeing through the Rockies, might suddenly find himself confronted by a slide-rock bolter tobogganing down the mountain towards him, its wide mouth gaping open. Before you can say George Washington, the slide-rock bolter will have scooped up that tourist and be resting on the next mountain peak, waiting for dessert to stroll by. 

     For a while there, some folks tried to rig a trap for the slide-rock bolters by stuffing a dummy with poison or explosives, dressing it in bright, touristy clothes and putting a guide book in its hand. But soon enough, those slide-rock bolters were seeing through the disguise and began eating the trap setters as appetizers, so they abandoned the practice. 

Jack and the Corn Stalk

Once, a Kansas farmer sent his son Jack to check on the growth of the corn in the field. Now Jack was not a tall lad, so he decided to take a ladder with him. When he found a nice big stalk of corn, he leaned the ladder against it and climbed up until he could reach the first joint. From there, he proceeded to the top of the cornstalk, and looked out over the field. There was enough corn there for a rich harvest. 

Excited by his discovery, Jack started back down the corn stalk.  He realized suddenly that it had kept growing while he was at the top. He stepped from joint to joint, but it grew so fast he never reached the ground. 

Meanwhile, Jack's father wondered what was taking the boy so long. He knew there was no use in hunting for him in the forest of corn, so he climbed to the top of the windmill. He saw Jack's predicament soon enough, and gathered the neighborhood men. They tried to chop down the cornstalk, but the cornstalk was growing so fast there were eighteen inches separating every chop. Finally, they gave up, and Jack was forced to stay on the corn stalk until a drought came and it finally stopped growing.
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