Our Health Project

After the Ireland project and the test we are going to work on  our new class project. Many of your topic-wishes for this semester have to do with health and healthy life-styles. We will therefore work under the general heading of HEALTH. According to your special interests you will choose a subtopic and work on it in a small group.

The project will be organized similar to our first independent project. You will have to find a subtopic that truly interests you and you will have to produce a product and present it to the class. This time I would like all groups to produce a project folder or project magazine and an oral presentation. A second change concerns the information search. Since some groups didn't work very efficiently in class because they didn't have their materials ready you will be required to collect and print your sources well in advance.

Step 1: Brainstorming and finding a topic:

Look at the following mindmap and write a few ideas (keywords) into each box. You might want to add a new subtopic  that I forgot.

Step 2: Collecting Information:

Choose the subtopic that interests you most  and find (+ print)  as much information about it as possible. Copy or print at least three articles (about 10 pages of information ) about your subtopic. If you work on the school computers (internet) have a diskette ready and save all the relevant internet pages on your diskette. Then print only the most important and relevant pages.

Bring your information to class on Monday, April 2nd.!!!!!!!!!!! No excuses (such as broken computers or printers...) will be accepted for this deadline!!!!!

Any student who does not have their own materials ready on Monday, will be given materials by me (my choice) and has to work individually (no groups) for the duration of the project.

Independent Group Project

1. Planning Stage

Topic: Fill in the general topic of your group project. Then write down at least five questions that your are going to answer in your project. Who is going to work on which sub-topics?

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Project Folder/Magazine: This time each group will produce a project folder similar to our magazines. Each of you is expected to contribute 2 –3 texts (depending on length). Don't forget to produce a good title page, table of contents and intro letter. Your articles should be as interesting as possible. Start each one with an attention grabber and use pictures and other graphic elements to improve the layout. Plan the sequence of the articles well so that your readers will learn the basics first and then go into specific details. Guide your readers through the topic.

All texts must be peer-conferenced (keep the drafts and comments...). Try to get your teacher`s or language assistant's feedback for as many texts as possible before publishing them.

Reread your paraphrasing and summarizing handout before you start to write your texts. Do not plagiarize – use your own words!!!!

Please collect all your source materials (printouts, copies) in a separate folder. I might want to see the sources if your texts sound too incredibly native-like.

Product: How are you going to present your project results to the class? Think of an interesting or creative presentation.

Audience: Keep your audience in mind. What message do you want to leave with your classmates? What do you want them to learn or experience ...?

Materials/ Information needed:

List all the materials you have collected for  your project. (Use a separate sheet, give exact internet cites or book references. Use your quoting handout.)

Do you need any additional information? Where and how are you going to find the necessary information?

Collect all your source materials (copies and printouts) in a separate folder. 

Project-Timetable and Contract

These are the tasks I agree to do in the following two weeks. I will stick to this timetable and complete all my tasks on time. In addition I will keep a detailed working log for all the project-related activities.
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