Oliver Twist [image: image1.png]



Diary Project
You need:  
· a thin A5 notebook with an old-fashioned cover for Oliver’s Diary. (Tip: teabags do a wonderful job. ☺)

· two different colored pens (one for Oliver Twist, one for Fagin)
1. After each viewing sequence slip into the role of Oliver Twist and write down your/his thoughts and feelings as Oliver would have written them had he been able to write a diary. (Check WS 8 “The day I met Fagin”)
2. At some points you will be asked to slip into another character’s mind (e.g. Fagin’s) and write an entry from his point of view. Use a different color for these entries.

3. Produce a WANTED POSTER for Fagin or The Artful Dodger. For details read the instructions on WS ___. Stick your finished poster into your project diary.
4. Write a NEWSPAPER ARTICLE for the LONDON GAZETTE on Thursday 4th March 1864. Report the murder of Nancy by Bill Sikes. Follow your teacher’s instructions (run-dic, dictogloss and free ending). Then type the whole article and choose a fitting layout (columns, big title, lead) Print it out and stick it into your project diary after peer-conferencing and revising.
Oliver Twist Internet Search and Quiz:

5. Design an Oliver Twist quiz for another group. 

Work with a partner and go to www.filmeducation.org/olivertwist.
Then go to learning resources and read the information you will find under the following headings:

· Oliver’s London

· Rich and Poor

· On Dickens

· Timeline

· People

Also click on some of the sub-topics under these headings.
Read each section slowly and carefully, then discuss what you think are the most important facts. Choose 3 facts and make up questions for them. (Don’t forget to write down the answers on a separate sheet.) 

Your quiz should have 5x3 = 15 questions altogether.

When you are finished print your quiz (or handwrite it very neatly) and pass it on to another group.
Oliver Twist on stage – creating key settings
6. Work with a group of about 5 and go to www.filmeducation.org/olivertwist > activities > Within the Frame. Read through the key settings (in the PDF), choose one of them to construct in your group and inform Mrs. Pehsl about your choice before you start. Let’s try to work on all settings.

Homework Tasks









due:
	A
	Go to www.filmeducation.org/olivertwist and click on activities. Focus on the following sections and write your answers in Oliver’s diary:

· Crime & Punishment and play the game.

· Death, Diet & Disease and write down 5 facts which are new to you.
· Dickens in the Dock and justify why or why not you can consider Dickens a radical writer, promoting social reform. 
· Oppositions and answer the questions.


	

	B
	Read Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens and shortly answer the questions on the text.

Chapters 1-5: 

1 Describe what you think life in the workhouse was like.

2 What was Mrs Mann’s philosophy of life?

3 Why do you think she was right/wrong?

4 How does the Navy recruit its people today compared to how they did in Oliver’s time?

5 Why did Oliver hit Noah Claypole?

6 What do the expressions “to be artful” and “to dodge” mean?

Chapters 6-11:

1 Why did people call Fagin a miser?

2 Are there pickpockets today? If so, where are you most likely to find them?

3 Are there still second hand bookshops in your neighbourhood?

4 Do you think that in another 100 years there will still be book shops?

5 What sort of person do you think Fang was?

6 Should Fang have been respected?

7 Why did Nancy have to tell Bill everything?

8 Why did Nancy call Oliver her brother?

Chapters 12-19:

1 Why was Fagin so pleased to see Oliver?

2 What was Nancy’s “living” on the streets?

3 Describe what happened at the robbery in which Oliver took part.

4 When Nancy bought the sleeping mixture did she know she might be killed if Bill found out, or had she given up wanting to live?

5 What happened to Fagin?

6 Describe how Bill died.

7 Do you think Oliver was happy in his new life with Mr Brownlow? Give reasons for your answer.

8 What may have happened to the Dodger?

+ What is the usual meaning of the following words: fang, dodge, grim, wig, bumble, corney, sourberry (Sowerberry)? 
	


Questions on Interpretation for quick ones / English native speakers

Discuss the following questions in small groups with Mrs. Brown.
1 Describe the main characters. Use the text to help you.

2 Why did Nancy decide to help Oliver?

3 Nancy would not give any information about Bill to Mrs Maylie. Why was this?

4 Fagin can be seen as evil and bad, but in many ways he was kinder to Oliver than Mr Bumble, a church representative, had been. Can you find, in the text, ways in which Fagin was both kind and unkind to Oliver? Can you find any ways that Mr Bumble was kind to him?

5 When Fagin plays the game of stealing handkerchiefs with dodger and Charley Bates in Chapter Five, he was being especially cunning towards Oliver. In which way was he being cunning?

6 If you had to choose between living with Mr Bumble or Fagin, who would you choose? Give reasons for your answer.

7 Why is everyone so shocked when Oliver asks for “more”?

8 Do you think what happened to Oliver was typical for that time, or is this just a story Charles Dickens invented?

9 Oliver had no control over his life. Things just happened to him. Do you ever feel that you have no control over your life, or have times changed for young people since Oliver’s time?

10 Do you think Oliver was a weak or a strong character? Give reasons for your answers. Can you find parts from the text to show what sort of character Oliver had?

11 The Artful Dodger was a fun-loving, mischievous rogue. He was still a thief and a criminal. Why do you think Charles Dickens allows him to go free at the end of the book?

12 In the last chapter, just before Bill Sikes dies, the boys are described as disappearing from him “like rats down a hole”. Why are criminals and thieves often portrayed like rats living in dirty conditions?

13 In which ways does Charles Dickens support the values of his time?

14 In which ways does Charles Dickens criticize the values of his time?

15 In Charles Dickens’ time, money and wealth could buy education and training. How have times changed? Do you agree with the changes?

16 “Despite this tender Christian care by the Christian authorities, Oliver did reach his ninth birthday…” (p5, line 2) What does this tell us about Charles Dickens’ view of the authorities in those days?
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