Kernbereich Englisch 4. Klasse /Core English Year 4
Writing Skills:

Ss should improve their writing skills and write samples of the following text types:


News articles


Narrative texts (as in year 3) with more detailed descriptive passages (characters, settings, feelings)


Letters


Book reviews


Personal reflections and reader-responses


Simple research papers and reports

First intro to essay writing (2-part essays, compare & contrast, pro & con)
Grammar and Use of English:

The aim of the grammar work is to reduce the number of errors in students’ free writing and speaking and to prepare the students for the Cambridge First Certificate exam.

Work should be based on common errors of the class. These will typically include:

Past tense (simple and progressive):also in comparison with the French imparfait and passé composé

Present perfect tense (experience/ changes and completion/ duration /recent events) 

If-clauses

Relative clauses

After revision of these areas errors should be considered more strongly in assessment.

Vocabulary Expansion:

The second major aim of year 4 is the expansion of vocabulary. Students should collect new vocabulary from books (novels) and texts read in class. Extra work is done on phrasal verbs. 

Students should be able to collect meaningful, short phrases in typical contexts and collocations. In order to do this they have to be able to work with a monolingual dictionary or an internet dictionary (e.g. freesearch.co.uk)

Vocabulary work should raise the students’ awareness for new vocabulary and phrases. The main aim is to expand active vocabulary since passive understanding is usually well developed at that level.

Students should be able to use efficient, idiomatic expressions for all the topics dealt with in class. This should be an important aspect in assessment. 
Oral Skills and Listening Comprehension:

Oral presentations and group work are continued as in the previous years.

Listening comprehension tasks focus more strongly on listening for details as it is required in the CFE exam.

Reading Skills:

Students should read several age appropriate novels in the course of the year. Some of these will be discussed in book-projects.

Ss should respond to these books (reading diaries, discussion groups) and present them to the class. They should become aware of their own reactions to their reading (what does the text make me feel? What atmosphere does it create? How is this achieved?) 

Books are also used to collect colorful vocabulary (describing people, showing feelings, settings…) 

Ss should understand simple plot devices (e.g. cliff-hangers, foreshadowing) 

Personal Skills and Metacognition:

Students should be aware of their personal skills such as work attitude, time-management, effort and reliability. They should understand how they learn best and develop efficient learning strategies. (Main focus on vocab improvement and grammar work)
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