1st Test



4a/b: Group A



Nov. 2006
1. Read the following quick-solve mystery and explain who broke the window.

	Quick-solve 28

	The Case of the
Snack Shack
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Harborville's Beach Snack Shop had been open only an hour when Max stopped in and noticed a new poster announcing a price increase. "I put the sign up this morning," Mr. Levine told him. "Had to raise my prices ten percent because I have so many new expenses. Like now I need a new window for my back room. Somebody broke it, trying to get into my store last night."
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"Have you called the police?" Max asked.
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"No. Nothing was stolen." He led Max to a small storeroom in the back. "I use this space as an office. Sat here and made my price change poster last night. Soon's I was done, I left it on that old desk. When I went out, I locked the door to the main part of my store. So whoever got in was stuck in this little storeroom. Nothing here to steal."
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When Max left he wandered down to the break wall, where Nathan and Trevor were fishing. "Did you hear that somebody broke a window at the Shack?" he asked.
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"Nope," Nathan said. "We've been here since dawn. Haven't talked to anybody." Trevor gestured to the bucket. "We've caught some big ones." Nathan stood. "But now I'm starving. I've got a dollar left from my allowance. If Mr. Levine is there now, I'm going up to the Shack to get a Big Beach Bun."
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"Better get another dime from somewhere," Trevor told him. "A dollar's not enough any more. As for me, I'm going home to get a couple of sandwiches for myself."
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"You both stay right here," Max said. "I know which one of you broke that window. You'd better think of a way to pay for it, because I'm telling Mr. Levine." 
How did max figure it out?
Max runs back to Mr. Levine in order to explain what he has just found out. Unfortunately Mr. Levine is not there when Max arrives, so Max decides to write him a note.

Write Max's note to Mr. Levine. Be precise and explain  why it can only have been ...............

Watch your tenses when reporting what everyone said and how the window must have been broken.

2. Manual for Detectives

In all the mysteries that you have read recently the culprits have made some little mistakes and therefore got caught. What are the most common, typical "mistakes" they have made? Write a short manual for young detectives telling them what to look for when they want to solve a case.

Make sure your MANUAL is written in the style and format of  a textbook. You will need a title, an introduction, a few tips and maybe even a little practice task. Layout your text as nicely as possible.
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"Better get another dime from somewhere," Nathan told him. "A dollar's not enough any more. As for me, I'm going home to get a couple of sandwiches for myself."
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"You both stay right here," Max said. "I know which one of you broke that window. You'd better think of a way to pay for it, because I'm telling Mr. Levine." 
How did max figure it out? 

Max runs back to Mr. Levine in order to explain what he has just found out. Unfortunately Mr. Levine is not there when Max arrives, so Max decides to write him a note.

Write Max's note to Mr. Levine. Be precise and explain  why it can only have been ...............

Watch your tenses when reporting what everyone said and how the window must have been broken.

2. Manual for Detectives

In all the mysteries that you have read recently the culprits have made some little mistakes and therefore got caught. What are the most common,  typical "mistakes" they have made? Write a short manual for young detectives telling them what to look for when they want to solve a case.

Make sure your MANUAL is written in the style and format of  a textbook. You will need a title, an introduction, the tips and maybe even a little practice task. Layout your text as nicely as possible.

The Case of the Snack Shack

How did max figure it out?

Mr. Levine had just put up his poster about the price increase that morning. Nathan and Trevor said they had been fishing since dawn and had spoken to no one. Since Trevor(A)/ Nathan (B) knew that a dollar bun was now a dollar and ten cents, he must have been the one who broke the window and got inside the back room, where he read the poster lying on the old desk.
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"That was good detective work," Nina told Max later.
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"Mr. Levine thought so too." Max opened a bag. "He gave me a Big Beach Bun for free. Want some?"
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"Yes. At least ten percent of it," Nina told him, reaching for the bag.

2. Manual:

mistakes: fingerprints, footprints, no alibi, they know too much,  nervous,  little clues about time... (e.g. ice would melt, tea would get cold, cake would burn...)

3rd Test



4b (extra version)



March 26th, 03

Read the following quick-solve mystery and explain why Max knew that the man was a crook.

Write the telephone dialogue between Max and the police. Be polite and precise.

	Quick-solve 26

	The Case of the
Surprise Visitor
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featuring
Max Decker 
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The clock in the courthouse ahead of Max showed six o'clock. As it began chiming, he noticed a tall man with a briefcase walking towards him. The man turned around, looked at the clock, and then quickened his steps. He took an envelope and dropped it in a mailbox as he continued on. Max moved faster, too. Miss Fritz had invited him for dinner. He didn't want to be late. 
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"I'm glad you could come," Harborville's oldest music teacher said. "I've made a lovely salad for us." She gestured Max to a chair. "Good thing I prepared ahead. A surprise visitor just left." "Who visited?" Max asked. 
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"A teacher from Harborville's School for the Deaf. He was totally deaf himself, poor man, but he could read lips perfectly. He had the loveliest penmanship when he wanted to tell me something." "Why was he here?" 
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"Well, evidently the school is low on funds. I was glad to help out. I had just cashed my social security check so I was able to give him five hundred dollars." 
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"Did he just leave? Was he a tall man with a brief case?" 
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"Yes." 
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"We'd better phone the police. I think that man was a phony. I know for sure he wasn't totally deaf." 

How did Max figure it out? 
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