4B English

    STEREOTYPES AND PREJUDICE

	Skills/Groups
	Activities for the whole class
	Material

	Reading and Writing
Listening


	· Biographies: read the biography on your card and fill in the grid that goes with it.

· Watch The Sound of Music and do the tasks on the accompanying worksheets.

· Class discussion about stereotypes 


	Cards and grids 
WS 1-3
WS 5-6


	
	Workshop Tasks
	

	Individuals or in pairs
Groups 

Speaking 

Co-teacher, other native speakers.

Writing

Writing 
	· Watch the scene in which Maria sings “My Favorite Things” and write a verse of your own for this song.
· Rewrite the script of a scene from the film 1) as it could happen in a modern Austrian family 2) as it might happen in a modern American family (use stereotypes of Americans in the scene).

· Practice your scene and act it out for the class.

· Interview a native speaker and ask him or her what he/she knows or thinks about The Sound of Music.  Write a summary to hand in with the workshop.
· Investigating stereotypes and prejudices: do the tasks on the worksheet.

· Culturgram: add information you think has been left out and rephrase passages that you think should be changed.
	WS 2-3
WS 5-6
WS 7-8

	
	Homework 
	

	
	1. Cambridge First Certificate: 
       19.1 (A,B,C,D)

      19.3 (A,B,C)

      19.4. (A,B)

      19.6. (A)

      19.7. (A,B)

      19.8. (A,B) (Choose one of the tasks in B and 

       write about 120 – 180 words) Show that you can

      describe people in detail.
2. Vocabulary books/cards (write down new vocab from 
       reading, Cambridge First Certificate and workshop).

3. Collect descriptions of the main characters of your book

      and copy at least 10 good phrases into your vocab. book.
4. Collect examples of the main characters’ feelings in  the

      “feelings” grid. Note page numbers where you found the

      examples.
5. Read your book for the book circles and write two 
      responses in the reading diary.  Read at least two more 
      books before the end of the semester and respond in the 
      reading diary.
6.   Finish all the workshop tasks.  


	PFC book
Book circle book.




Book-Project: Prejudice and Stereotypes:
Read your novel and do the following tasks as you go along:
1. Read the first chapter of the book, then write a short entry into your reading diary. What is your first impression of the main characters that you have met so far? Collect all your ideas about them. How do they make you feel?
2. Feelings Grid: As you go along,  the main characters will experience different moods and feelings. Whenever you notice a strong feeling, note this in the “feelings” grid. You will need this information for your group-work later in the project. 
3. Hot or Cold: Not only the main characters of your book go through different moods and feelings. You, the reader, will also react to the story in different ways. Keep track of some of your stronger reactions in the “hot or cold” grid. Note the page number and paragraph whenever you are really sad, angry, bored, shocked, thoughtful, relieved, happy… You will later compare your reactions in your book-group.

4. Describing People: Also collect some phrases that describe the main characters. Write at least 10 such phrases into your vocab book. Collect them on a special page reserved for “describing people”. 
5. Reading Diary: Write a second entry into your reading diary after you have read about half of the book. Ask yourself again how you feel about the different characters. Would you like to meet any of them? What would you tell each of them? How does the book make you feel? Do the characters remind you of yourself or of anyone else? Why?
After reading the book:


1. 
Questions:  What are the unsolved loose ends of the novel? What made you think 
and is still on your mind? Is there anything you did not understand? Do you have 
any questions you would like to ask the author/ a character/ a classmate/ a 
teacher? Write down all these questions on the cards provided by your teacher.

2. 
Meet in your book circles and put all your questions in the middle. Discuss all 
your question cards, try to answer them. Call your teacher or co-teacher if you 
need help.

3. 
Fill in the character profile for the main characters and write a short character 
portrait. Use some of the phrases that you have collected for describing people.
4.
Hot or Cold? Compare and discuss your reactions to the novel. What made you 
hot? What left you cold? Would any of these passages be suitable for your 
presentation?
5.
Compare your vocab collections and your collections of feelings and play the 

game as described on the worksheet.

6.
Stereotypes and Prejudice: Where in your book do you find any signs of 
prejudice? Write your answers into your reading diary.


Are any characters described as stereotypes? Explain.

Collect all examples of prejudice (what one group thinks of another one.): e.g.: 


​What do the white people think of the Native Americans in Where the 


Broken Heart Still Beats” ?
What do the other kids think about Stargirl when she first arrives at the new school? How does that change throughout the novel?

What do Emmit Sundback and his friends think about Jews in the book  Chernowitz? What other prejudices about Jews do you know?

7.
Things that make your main character different: Collect all the qualities, 
ideas, values  and actions that make your character different. The differences can 
be seen most clearly if you compare them to the opinions and behavior of the 
majority. Draw two columns on a sheet of paper and compare your main 
character’s personality with the opinions, actions and behavior of the majority 
around him/her.

For the book Zlata’s Diary leave out questions 6 and 7 and do the web quest instead. Go to the computer room and do some research about the historical background of the diary. Start with Zlata’s Diary Webquest and go through the steps. Don’t panic if not all the links work. There is more than enough information on these sites. If you have trouble finding answers on the web, ask your teacher for printouts of  the necessary information.

8.
Giving Advice: Write a nice, long letter to one of the main characters who is in 
trouble. Be a friend and show your character that you want to help. Give him/her 
some good advice that might help solve his/her problem.
9.
Plan your presentation: Decide how you can best present the book to your 
classmates. Your presentation should inform them about 
· the main characters: Discuss their personality traits, how are they different? 
What do they 
gain by being different? What is their problem? What 
would you do if you were in their place? 

· the plot: Present only the most important events. (plot mountain, plot on a string, 

plot pyramid, plot pie…)
· the setting (Where and when does the story play? Give information about the 
historical background if it is relevant to your story.)
· your opinion: What do you think of the book? What do you think of the problem 
that has been described? Is it an important problem that is still relevant in 
our world? Has the author shown the problem well? Can this book help to 
solve this problem? How?
