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	MWANZAA O/C

Next on Teen Kids News… Should a celebrity be your role model?

	
	FELIPE  O/C
I’ll report on how we choose our heroes.  

	
	CODY O/C
We’ll show you a movie that will “drive” NASCAR fans wild.    

	
	NATALIE O/C
I’ll introduce you to some teens whose life is a REAL circus! 

	
	HALEY O/C
And sitcom star Jennifer Freeman brings us backstage…on Teen Kids News!

	SHOW OPEN
	SHOW OPEN


HEADLINES 

	
	MWANZAA O/C
Hi, I’m Mwanzaa

HALEY O/C
And I’m Haley.   

We’ll start with the headlines from around the world.  Here’s Lauren. 




HEADLINES
	
	LAUREN VO
This is a horrible hurricane season.  The latest to send people scrambling is Ivan.  Before heading toward the U.S. the storm tore through the Caribbean islands with 160 mile per hour winds.

	
	LAUREN VO

It’s now legal again for Americans to buy military style guns called assault weapons.  They were outlawed for ten years, but Congress let the ban expire this week.  Presidential candidate John Kerry criticized President Bush for not working to continue the ban.

	
	LAUREN VO

The President was out on the campaign trail this week.  Reports from people who survey voters indicate he’s ahead of Senator Kerry.  The election is November 2nd.

	
	LAUREN VO

There’s good news about crime.  The rate of violent crime in the United States is at its lowest level in more than thirty years.

	
	LAUREN VO

These are hard times for the airline business.  Fuel prices are high and security worries are slowing travel.  One big airline, U.S. Airways, filed for bankruptcy protection.  That means the company wants to take more time paying its bills, while it gets reorganized.  Meanwhile, the planes will still be flying.

	
	LAUREN O/C

And that’s what’s making news this week.   Mwanzaa?


WR POLL 
	 
	MWANZAA O/C

Thanks, Lauren.

It seems like we get bad news about celebrities all the time:   Athletes pumping up their performance with illegal drugs…entertainers charged with abusing children… government and business leaders letting greed be their guide. 
For our Weekly Reader Poll we asked:  How would you react if YOUR favorite celebrity gets into trouble?

	
	(GIRL) 
A LOT OF TIMES I ADMIRE A CELEBRITY JUST FOR THEIR WORK, AND NOT ALWAYS FOR THE WAY THAT THEY ACT IN PERSON. MOSTLY FOR THEIR, THEIR ART.  

	
	MWANZAA V/O

Some of those surveyed seem to agree with her.  They are willing to separate the talent from person.  14% say they stick with their favorite celebrity regardless of how they act.   

	
	MWANZAA V/O

But 29% of you take a hard line about celebrities you admire.  If they do something wrong, you’ll move on… 

	
	(BOY) 
I FIND SOMEONE NEW, BECAUSE THEY’RE SOMEONE I CAN LOOK UP TO, BECAUSE I DON’T PERSONALLY LIKE LOOKING UP TO PEOPLE WHO ARE ACCUSED OF DOING THINGS…

	
	(GIRL)    

I want them to be someone who I can respect. 

	
	(GIRL)  
SO THEY MAKE SURE IT’S IMPORTANT THAT THEY DO THINGS THAT PEOPLE WILL RESPECT. 

	
	MWANZAA O/C

The majority of you – 57% - takes a wait and see attitude. 

	
	(BOY) 
WHEN YOU’RE IN THE SPOTLIGHT, LIKE, THE MEDIA WILL BASH YOU, SO YOU NEED TO, LIKE, WAIT AND SEE WHAT’S TRUE AND WHAT’S NOT, SIMPLE AS THAT. 

	
	MWANZAAO/C

Fair enough.  Sometimes people, especially celebs, are unfairly accused of things they didn’t do. 


HEROES / ROLE MODELS
	
	HALEY O/C

And that’s the subject of our next report.   We count on celebrities to entertain us…but should we count on them to be role models, too?  

Felipe is here with a report on how we chose our role models. 

FELIPE  O/C

Haley, it’s not always easy.

	
	FELIPE O/C

We live in a world of media: magazines, movies, TV and music.

And media THRIVES on celebrity.

	
	FELIPE V/O
Everywhere we look, we see images of success.  Actors…athletes…singers and rappers.   They’ve got style. They’ve got things we want.   But do they have what it takes to be OUR role models?

	
	(AMY BOBROW)
SOMEONE WHO’S A CELEBRITY, A PRO-ATHLETE, A SINGER CAN BE A ROLE MODEL BUT WE HAVE TO REMEMBER THAT CELEBRITIES ARE ALSO REAL PEOPLE.

	
	FELIPE V/O

And real people make mistakes. Actress Winona Ryder didn’t have her act together when she was caught on tape and convicted of shoplifting. 

	
	FELIPE V/O

But she used to be known for doing good things, like helping with a program to protect kids.  So, is she a role model, or isn’t she?

	
	(AMY BOBROW)
Just because a role model makes a mistake doesn’t mean that they can’t be a role model any more. but it’s important to really look at how bad that mistake was.

	
	FELIPE O/C

Remember. Just because someone is a celebrity doesn’t mean that you should put them on a pedestal.  Think about WHY you admire them.  Do they deserve your respect?

	
	(BOY)
MY HERO IS DEREK JETER CAUSE I LOVE THE YANKEES AND HE’S… HE WAS ALWAYS VERY DETERMINED AND SHOWS ME THAT I CAN DO WHATEVER I WANT.

	
	FELIPE VO

Qualities like that show up in folks you know, too. In fact, experts say many kids look for role models closer to home. 

	
	(GIRL)

MY HERO IS MY SISTER CAUSE SHE’S REALLY RESPONSIBLE AND SHE GETS GOOD GRADES AND SHE’S A GOOD ROLE MODEL.
(GIRL)
MY GRANDMOTHER, I THINK WOULD BE MY HERO.

	
	FELIPE V/O

Whether they’re family, or famous, role models SHOULD be a positive influence.  And many celebrities feel that gives them a responsibility.   Julia Roberts and Laurence Fishburne travel the world to bring attention to people in need. 

	
	(PATRICIA VELASQUEZ )

IF YOU WORK REALLY HARD AND YOU FIGHT REALLY HARD, YOU’RE GOING TO BE ABLE TO ACCOMPLISH YOUR DREAMS.

	
	FELIPE V/O
And this supermodel is a super ROLE model.  Patricia Velasquez visits schools to talk to young women about working hard for success. 

	
	(PATRICIA VELASQUEZ )

I ABSOLUTELY THINK THAT ALL CELEBRITIES SHOULD BE ROLE MODELS. 

	
	FELIPE V/O

Although Patricia tries to be a good example, she says we can learn from role models who fall.

	
	(PATRICIA VELASQUEZ)
BECAUSE WE’RE HUMANS, WE FALL INTO TRAPS SOMETIMES AND NOT ONLY IT TEACHES US TO HAVE COMPASSION BUT AS WELL - NOT TO DO THE SAME.

	
	FELIPE O/C

It’s fun to follow celebrities.  But don’t follow someone who’s going in the wrong direction.  If you’re choosing a role model, make sure it’s someone who brings out the BEST in you.
Haley?


	
	HALEY O/C

Thanks, Felipe.
Coming up next, the world’s oldest insect fossil…

MWANZAA O/C

And we’ll meet kids with a truly unusual lifestyle…

Check it out, when Teen Kids News continues. 


	COMMERCIAL BREAK #1
	CLOSED CAPTION ANNOUNCE


CIRCUS KIDS

	
	MWANZAA O/C

Growing up in the circus sounds like fun.   

But Natalie’s here to tell us the reality includes a lot of hard work!

NATALIE O/C

Mwanzaa, they may hang out with CLOWNS… but teenagers who work in the circus have to pay serious attention to every detail.

	
	(CIRCUS SOUNDS)

	
	 NATALIE V/O
When the lights go up – Max Binder is always smiling. 

	
	(MAX)
I ENJOY IT.  I ENJOY PERFORMING. I ENJOY MAKING PEOPLE SMILE. IF I’M FEELING TIRED AND I DO A SHOW I’M WIDE AWAKE AND I’M ENERGIZED.

	 
	NATALIE V/O

Max had little choice than to fall in love with the circus. His dad is one of the co-founders of Big Apple Circus and his mom trains horses for the show.

	
	(MAX)
I REMEMBER WATCHING MY MOM WHEN I WAS TWO YEARS OLD IN THE RING. IT’S A VIVID MEMORY.

	
	NATALIE V/O

Just a few years later Max started performing at the age of five. Now at 16 - he wows the audience on high stilts.

	
	(CIRCUS SOUNDS)

	
	NATALIE V/O

As he turns 13, Christian Stoinev is “poised” to dedicate his life to the circus. His Ukrainian father puts together acts for Big Apple and his mom is part of Mexico’s oldest circus family. But Christian has another reason for performing. 

	
	(CHRISTIAN)
I LIKE IT AND I MEAN, I THINK I’M GOOD AT IT. TOUGHEST PART IS PRACTICE CAUSE YOU PRACTICE EVERY DAY AND IT’S TOUGH SOMETIMES.

	 
	NATALIE V/O

Tell me about it. Those handstands look like hard work. Christian practices his balancing act for up to two hours a day. For Max – the hardest part about being a circus performer – is being on the road. 

	
	(MAX)
I LIKE TRAVELING BUT I DON’T’ LIKE PACKING UP MY TRAILER AND HAVING TO UNPACK AND IT’S…IT’S, A HASSLE.

	
	NATALIE V/O

When on the road, the circus visits a new city every two weeks. Tutors meet the kids in each city. 

	
	(MAX)
IT’S SORT OF LIKE MY OWN LITTLE ENVIRONMENT. I MEAN. I DON’T TAKE THE BUS TO SCHOOL. IF I FORGET HOMEWORK, I GO HOME AND GET IT AND COME BACK TWO MINUTES LATER AND THERE’S YOU KNOW NO TROUBLE THERE.

	
	(PAUL BINDER)
I THINK THE PLUS IS THAT HE HAS THIS WONDERFUL ENVIRONMENT. IT HAS A GREAT SENSE OF SECURITY AND SAFETY. THERE ARE 25 DOORS HE CAN KNOCK ON AND WALK IN AND HE’S RECOGNIZED AND WELCOMED.

	
	NATALIE V/O

To those kids who think a life of clowns, hula hoops and high wires is odd – Max says - think again.

	
	(MAX)
SOME PEOPLE SAY THAT I LIVE IN A BUBBLE, YOU KNOW, PROTECTED FROM THE OUTSIDE WORLD. AND IN SOME SENSE I DO, BUT I THINK REALLY THE OUTSIDE WORLD LIVES IN THEIR BUBBLE AND THEY DON’T SEE MINE.

	
	NATALIE O/C

If you would like to catch Max and Christian performing – find out if Big Apple Circus is coming to your town at big apple circus.org.  Mwanzaa…


DINOSAUR EGG/OLDEST INSECT  

	
	MWANZAA O/C

Thanks, Natalie. Now, two stories of discovery. The first is in India.  Some workers dug up what looked like a large, round stone.  It turned out to be a 65 million year old dinosaur egg! 

	
	MWANZAA V/O

And this is a photo of an imprint left 400 MILLION years ago. It is believed to be the oldest insect fossil ever found.  Two scientists discovered it at a London Museum when they were looking for something else.  They say they looked at each other and said ‘HOLEY MOLEY!’


TEASE/BUMPER

	 
	HALEY O/C

Just ahead, one of the fastest growing sports in America…

MWANZAA O/C

Cody shows us why NASCAR is so hot.  When Teen Kids News continues. 


	COMMERCIAL #2
	


NASCAR IMAX

	
	MWANZAA O/C

Cody’s here now with sports. This week it looks like you’re off to the races.  

	
	CODY O/C

That’s right, Mwanzaa, we’re talking NASCAR…the professional sport of race car driving.  NASCAR has been around since 1949…but today it’s more popular than ever 

	
	(PRESIDENT BUSH)

GENTLEMAN. START YOUR ENGINES!

	
	CODY V/O

Even President Bush showed up at this year’s Daytona 500…the premiere race of the NASCAR circuit.  He wasn’t the only one.  Over 250 thousand fans were on hand to watch the race…and about 29 million more watched it on TV.  

	
	CODY O/C

NASCAR is so popular, that a new Imax movie is out that puts you in the driver’s seat.  Ben tells us about it…    

	
	BEN O/C
That’s right, Cody…NASCAR 3D: The IMAX Experience is an amazing road trip!

	
	(ANNOUNCER)
GENTLEMEN…START YOUR ENGINES!  

	
	BEN V/O

Car racing is as exciting as a sport gets…it’s fast… it’s dangerous…and it’s highly competitive.  Just imagine what it’s like in 3-D!  Even the drivers are amazed.

	
	(JIMMIE JOHNSON)
I’VE NEVER SEEN A PITSTOP TAKE PLACE – I’M ALWAYS IN THE CAR – YOU’RE HEARING THE LUGNUTS FALL OFF THE WHEEL – YOU CAN ALMOST FEEL THEIR STEPS AS THEY’RE RUNNING AROUND THE CAR.

	
	BEN V/O

Like most professionals, NASCAR drivers make the sport look easy… like they just drive around in circles.  But as this high-octane IMAX shows, there’s so much more…

	
	(DRIVER V/O)
ONCE YOU’RE BUCKLED IN THE CAR…ALL YOU’RE THINKING ABOUT IS WHAT’S ABOUT TO TAKE PLACE

	
	(DRIVER V/O)
WHEN I HIT THE WALL I HIT IT 180/185 AN HOUR.

	
	(DALE EARNHARDT, JR.)
IT’S KIND OF LIKE A SUPER BOWL EVENT EVERY WEEKEND.

	
	BEN V/O

A lot of hard work and creativity went into the film production…with challenges you might not find with other sport movies. 

	
	(SIMON WINCER)
THE CARS ARE VERY HARD TO FILM BECAUSE THEY GO SO FAST…THEY ACTUALLY STROBE ON FILM.

	
	(BEN V/O) 
There are only 3 IMAX cameras in the world…and they were all used to shoot NASCAR 3-D.  There was even a special racing car built to hold the camera and shoot the action.  As you can see, it made for a smooth ride!

	
	(JEFF GORDON) 
THAT’S GONNA BE AN AWESOME EXPERIENCE FOR A FAN…

	
	(JEFF GORDON)
HECK…IT WAS AN AWESOME EXPERIENCE FOR ME.

	
	BEN O/C
NASCAR 3-D is made for audiences of all ages, so come along for the ride. For Teen Kids News, I’m Ben.

	
	CODY O/C

IMAX uses special extra wide film.  And this movie shot 72 miles of it.  That’s enough film to make 135 laps around the Bristol Motor Speedway where the Winston Cup takes place.  Guys?


	COMMERCIAL #3
	


FARM ANIMALS AWARENESS WEEK

	
	NICOLE  

I’m Nicole, and this is a poem…

…about something you probably have in your home.

It starts with a baby chick, all cuddly and new.

When she grows up, she’ll have a big job to do.  

To make sure she’s treated with extra special care…

Inspectors go right to the farm, and check the chicks there.

Chick checking’s important to do time and time again.
Because each chick grows into a hard working hen. 

One chicken turns out eggs by the dozens each year. 

Eggs that Americans clearly hold dear.

	
	Our annual consumption: 73 BILLION.

And the number of hens: 280 million.

That works out to one hen for each one of us.

Turning out eggs with hardly any fuss.

	
	NICOLE VO

It’s National Farm Animals Awareness week.

And that’s why we are telling this tale of the beak. 

	
	NICOLE 

To make sure your eggs come from a well treated hen.

Here’s what you do when you go shopping again – 

Look for the cartons with this special seal. 

It shows the eggs came from farmers who make proper care a big deal.   

	
	NICOLE
They provide plenty of space, water and food.

To do anything less would surely be rude!  

This protein packed treat is hard to refuse.

Hmmm, I’m hungry.  I think I’ll have an egg.

I’m Nicole, for Teen Kids News.


ODD CENSUS INFO
	
	HALEY O/C

When you want information on all FIFTY states, you can turn to the United States Census Bureau.  That’s the agency that counts how many people live here…among other things. Here are some other odds and ends from the latest Census report.

	
	HALEY V/O

More people play soccer than softball.  Even more people play golf – 27 million.  And 40 million people BOWL.

Maybe that’s how we work off the ice cream. The average American eats sixteen pounds of it a year.

Want to find out more?  Go to CENSUS-dot-gov. And look for the Statistical Abstract. 


	LOGO/STING


WORD!  
	
	It’s time to play WORD!  Pick out what’s true from among the false definitions.

	
	First, there’s FILCH.

Does it mean…

A small freshwater fish.

To overfill.

Or, To steal.

(STING)

FILCH means to steal.   “Better not put your wallet in your back pocket – somebody might filch it!”

	
	Ready for this one? GOAD.

It means either…

To adorn with silver.

To take aim at.

Or To prod or urge. 

(STING)

GOAD means to prod or urge.  “We had to goad him into playing WORD, but he’s glad he did!”

	
	Now try this: BELFRY.

Is it A bat’s nest.

A bell tower.

Or A door knocker.

 (STING)

BELFRY is a bell tower.  To have bats  IN your belfry means you either need a psychiatrist…or an exterminator.

	
	Let’s review:

FILCH:  To steal.

GOAD:  To prod or urge.

BELFRY:  A Bell Tower.

	
	And that’s WORD for this week!


	COMMERCIAL #4
	COMMERCIAL #4


WORK IT: ECONOMIST                          

	
	HALEY O/C

If you can tell a GNP from an ROI, then you could be on your way to a career as an economist.   Lily’s here with more. Let’s see…ROI…Rolling On In?
 

LILY O/C

No, Return On Investment, Haley… 

	
	And G-N-P stands for Gross National Product.   It’s all part of the language of economists. 

	
	LILY V/O

Some people say money makes the world go round.  Economists study how and why.

They examine the way money is earned and spent:  by individuals, by businesses and by governments.  They look at historical patterns… and make projections about the future.

Nowadays money and products move all around the globe at lightening speed. The international economy is very complex.

So an economist usually specializes in one particular area.  For example, he or she might study interest rates charged for lending money.   Or the effect of importing steel from another country.  

If you love working with numbers… often very BIG numbers…and are fascinated with finance, you can study economics in college.

The most respected economists have the ear of presidents and kings – and your parents.  Because everyone needs to know what might happen with the economy…so they can make plans.

	
	LILY O/C

If that “adds up” to an interesting future for you…you can find out more.  Check out this government website: acinet.org.   In fact, there are hundreds of jobs there, to consider. Mwanzaa…  


JENNIFER FREEMAN

	
	MWANZAA O/C

Jennifer Freeman is one of the stars of the popular TV sitcom, “My Wife and Kids.”  

Jenna tells us about Jennifer.  I hear she was nice enough to give us a tour… 

JENNA O/C 

Mwanzaa, she IS really nice…

	
	JENNA O/C 
18 year old Jennifer Freeman loves her job…after all, she’s been doing it half of her life…

	
	(JENNIFER) 
I FIRST GOT STARTED IN SHOW BUSINESS WHEN I WAS 9 YEAR OLD…A MANAGER IN THE GROCERY STORE NOTICED ME AND STARTED TALKING TO MY MOM…AND GAVE MY MOM HER CARD…AND JUST TOLD HER TO CALL HER IF I WAS INTERESTED IN ACTING.

	
	JENNA V/O

It didn’t take long for her to get her big break. 

	
	(JENNIFER)
I GOT LITTLE GUEST STAR STUFF AND THEN FINALLY WHEN I WAS 15 I GOT MY WIFE AND KIDS. I NEVER THOUGHT I WOULD ACTUALLY BE DOING THIS AS A JOB…AS A CAREER…SO IT WAS A REAL GOOD FEELING.

	
	(DAMON)

I TAKE ME WHEREVER I GO…SO WHEREVER I WAS AT…THAT’S WHERE THE PARTY WAS

(JENNIFER) 
THE PARTY’S WHEREVER I AM AT 
(DAMON)
YEAH!

(JENNIFER) 

… THAT’S COOL.

	
	JENNA V/O

So what is it like behind the scenes for a sitcom star? 

	
	(JEN) 
SO I JUST FINISHED GETTING MY MAKEUP DONE…AND THANK YOU TYSELA…
(TYSELA)

YOU’RE WELCOME.

(JEN)

SHE DID A REALLY GOOD JOB… AND SO NOW WE’RE GONNA GO UP TO MY DRESSING ROOM – COME ON, FOLLOW ME…

	
	(JENNIFER) 
THIS IS WARDROBE…THIS IS DEE DEE – 
(DELORES)

HI, I’M DELORES I WORK IN WARDROBE…I’M A SET COSTUMER.

	
	(JENNIFER) 
THAT WAS OUR TABLE READ THIS MORNING…THEY PUT REMINDERS EVERYWHERE SO WE CAN REMEMBER … BUT WE STILL FORGET…COME ON LET’S GO UPSTAIRS 

	
	(JENNIFER) 
THIS IS WHERE MOST OF THE CAST ROOMS ARE.

	
	JENNA V/O

Looks like a nice place to work.  So, how does Jennifer prepare for shooting every week?

	
	(JENNIFER)
THEY HAVE A SHOOTING DRAFT…A REVISED TABLE DRAFT…A TABLE DRAFT…YOU KNOW THEY HAVE A LOT OF DIFFERENT SCRIPTS BEFORE IT ACTUALLY GOES IN THE SHOOTING DRAFT…THE SHOOTING DRAFT IS WHAT WE ACTUALLY SHOOT.

	
	(JEN)

MOM AND DAD LEFT AND DIDN’T RECITE THE RULES.

(JR.)

HE DIDN’T SAY NO FRIENDS, NO FIRE, NO FREEDOM, NO FUN?

(JEN)

NOPE…WOW…SO TECHNICALLY WE’RE RULELESS!

	
	(JENNIFER) 
AFTER WE REHEARSE OR SOMETHING…I’LL COME UP HERE AND TRY TO READ IT AND TRY TO MEMORIZE EVERYTHING…BUT USUALLY THEY CHANGE EVERYTHING.

	
	(JENNIFER) 
SO SOMETIMES YOU’LL GET DOWN THERE AND THE WHOLE SCENE WILL BE CHANGED AND YOU JUST HAVE TO MEMORIZE IT RIGHT ON THE SPOT.

	
	JENNA V/O

Acting seems to suit Jennifer just fine…but her ambition doesn’t stop there.  

	
	(JENNIFER) 
I RECENTLY GOT ACCEPTED TO LOYOLA MARYMOUNT UNIVERSITY…I JUST GRADUATED IN JUNE…SO…I WAS REALLY EXCITED ABOUT THAT…THAT WAS MY FIRST CHOICE COLLEGE.

	
	JENNA V/O

School and her work on “My Wife and Kids”…that’s a pretty hectic schedule.  Why do both?

	
	(JENNIFER)
THIS DOESN’T LAST FOREVER AND YOU ALWAYS WANT TO HAVE AN EDUCATION TO BACK YOURSELF UP – IT’S NICE TO BE EDUCATED…IT’S NICE TO LEARN SOMETHING NEW.

	
	(DAMON)

YOU’RE ABOUT TO BECOME A LEGEND AMONGST YOUR PEERS.

	
	JENNA O/C

That could be very true.  TV Guide named her one of the Top Ten Hot Teens to Watch.  Guys?


CLOSE/CREDITS
	
	HALEY
Thanks, Jenna.  That’s it for Teen Kids News this week.

MWANZAA

And we’re also celebrating our first season on the air, so we invited all our reporters to join us here on the set.

HALEY

Thank you for tuning in and keep watching.

MWANZAA

We’ll be back next week with more Teen Kids News.


