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First Test



Nov. 2004
Read the following script of a teen-news TV show and highlight the most important facts. Then write a short article for a teen newspaper where you summarize the information given here.
Make your article interesting and find a catchy title and an inviting lead.

Tip: Watch the tenses you use when you report what was said in the show. Use good reporting verbs.
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	MWANZAA O/C

Next on Teen Kids News… Should a celebrity be your role model?

	FELIPE  O/C

I’ll report on how we choose our heroes.  

	SHOW OPEN

	MWANZAA O/C

Thanks, Lauren.

It seems like we get bad news about celebrities all the time:   Athletes pumping up their performance with illegal drugs…entertainers charged with abusing children… government and business leaders letting greed be their guide. 

For our Weekly Reader Poll we asked:  How would you react if YOUR favorite celebrity gets into trouble?

	(GIRL) 

A LOT OF TIMES I ADMIRE A CELEBRITY JUST FOR THEIR WORK, AND NOT ALWAYS FOR THE WAY THAT THEY ACT IN PERSON. MOSTLY FOR THEIR, THEIR ART.  

	MWANZAA V/O

Some of those surveyed seem to agree with her.  They are willing to separate the talent from person.  14% say they stick with their favorite celebrity regardless of how they act.   

	MWANZAA V/O

But 29% of you take a hard line about celebrities you admire.  If they do something wrong, you’ll move on… 

	(BOY) 

I FIND SOMEONE NEW, BECAUSE THEY’RE SOMEONE I CAN LOOK UP TO, BECAUSE I DON’T PERSONALLY LIKE LOOKING UP TO PEOPLE WHO ARE ACCUSED OF DOING THINGS…


	(GIRL)    

I want them to be someone who I can respect. 

	(GIRL)  

SO THEY MAKE SURE IT’S IMPORTANT THAT THEY DO THINGS THAT PEOPLE WILL RESPECT. 

	MWANZAA O/C

The majority of you – 57% - takes a wait and see attitude. 

	(BOY) 

WHEN YOU’RE IN THE SPOTLIGHT, LIKE, THE MEDIA WILL BASH YOU, SO YOU NEED TO, LIKE, WAIT AND SEE WHAT’S TRUE AND WHAT’S NOT, SIMPLE AS THAT. 

	MWANZAAO/C

Fair enough.  Sometimes people, especially celebs, are unfairly accused of things they didn’t do. 


	HALEY O/C

And that’s the subject of our next report.   We count on celebrities to entertain us…but should we count on them to be role models, too?  

Felipe is here with a report on how we chose our role models. 

FELIPE  O/C

Haley, it’s not always easy.

	FELIPE O/C

We live in a world of media: magazines, movies, TV and music.

And media THRIVES on celebrity.

	FELIPE V/O

Everywhere we look, we see images of success.  Actors…athletes…singers and rappers.   They’ve got style. They’ve got things we want.   But do they have what it takes to be OUR role models?

	(AMY BOBROW)

SOMEONE WHO’S A CELEBRITY, A PRO-ATHLETE, A SINGER CAN BE A ROLE MODEL BUT WE HAVE TO REMEMBER THAT CELEBRITIES ARE ALSO REAL PEOPLE.

	FELIPE V/O

And real people make mistakes. Actress Winona Ryder didn’t have her act together when she was caught on tape and convicted of shoplifting. 

	FELIPE V/O

But she used to be known for doing good things, like helping with a program to protect kids.  So, is she a role model, or isn’t she?

	(AMY BOBROW)

Just because a role model makes a mistake doesn’t mean that they can’t be a role model any more. but it’s important to really look at how bad that mistake was.

	FELIPE O/C

Remember. Just because someone is a celebrity doesn’t mean that you should put them on a pedestal.  Think about WHY you admire them.  Do they deserve your respect?

	(BOY)

MY HERO IS DEREK JETER CAUSE I LOVE THE YANKEES AND HE’S… HE WAS ALWAYS VERY DETERMINED AND SHOWS ME THAT I CAN DO WHATEVER I WANT.



	FELIPE VO

Qualities like that show up in folks you know, too. In fact, experts say many kids look for role models closer to home. 

	(GIRL)

MY HERO IS MY SISTER CAUSE SHE’S REALLY RESPONSIBLE AND SHE GETS GOOD GRADES AND SHE’S A GOOD ROLE MODEL.

(GIRL)

MY GRANDMOTHER, I THINK WOULD BE MY HERO.

	FELIPE V/O

Whether they’re family, or famous, role models SHOULD be a positive influence.  And many celebrities feel that gives them a responsibility.   Julia Roberts and Laurence Fishburne travel the world to bring attention to people in need. 

	(PATRICIA VELASQUEZ )

IF YOU WORK REALLY HARD AND YOU FIGHT REALLY HARD, YOU’RE GOING TO BE ABLE TO ACCOMPLISH YOUR DREAMS.

	FELIPE V/O

And this supermodel is a super ROLE model.  Patricia Velasquez visits schools to talk to young women about working hard for success. 

	(PATRICIA VELASQUEZ )

I ABSOLUTELY THINK THAT ALL CELEBRITIES SHOULD BE ROLE MODELS. 

	FELIPE V/O

Although Patricia tries to be a good example, she says we can learn from role models who fall.

	(PATRICIA VELASQUEZ)

BECAUSE WE’RE HUMANS, WE FALL INTO TRAPS SOMETIMES AND NOT ONLY IT TEACHES US TO HAVE COMPASSION BUT AS WELL - NOT TO DO THE SAME.

	FELIPE O/C

It’s fun to follow celebrities.  But don’t follow someone who’s going in the wrong direction.  If you’re choosing a role model, make sure it’s someone who brings out the BEST in you.

Haley?


	HALEY O/C

Thanks, Felipe. That’s it for Teen Kids News this week.

Thank you for tuning in and keep watching.

MWANZAA

We’ll be back next week with more Teen Kids News.


Coming up next, the world’s oldest insect fossil…


