[bookmark: _GoBack]How to Write a Film Review 

Firstly, you need to think of an imaginative title. For instance, if I was writing a review of the new Star Wars film, perhaps a good title could be, ‘Love and War amongst the Stars’. This title gives a very brief idea of the nature of the film and provides a starting point for the reader to focus on. The title might also give an indication of whether the rest of your review will be positive or negative (suggesting if you liked it or not). 
The second stage (the opening paragraph) is to give a brief synopsis (summary) of the film. You can also state your early opinions here, but don’t give too much away too soon. Your aim is to make the audience want to finish the article. 
After the synopsis, go into detail about what you thought of the film. Was it thought provoking? Did it have lasting images and ideas that particularly enthralled you? Did you think that it was a complete turkey? Whatever you view is, it is important to stress it in a comprehensible manner. Examine the film more closely, try to go into detail about the many ideas contained within the film. 
Don’t forget, what you enjoyed and remembered from the images and ideas in the film are what could be the deciding factor in whether or not the reader actually goes to see the film themselves. If you really enjoyed it or really hated it, make it clear. 
It is necessary to break the film down into its separate parts. By this, I mean that you should spend time stating which parts of the film worked for you. Was the setting and atmosphere successful? Did the plot flow all the way through the film or did it become disjointed and messy part of the way through? You must also look carefully into the characterization. 
A close examination of the key roles in the feature will provide your audience with a better idea of how the film is going to be. Never simply say that you loved or hated a certain movie without giving your reasons. Always explain why you feel the way you do and back it up with descriptive examples. 
Even though your article should show from the start what your opinions are, at the end of the piece you should give a conclusion that states strongly what you thought. 
Following these guidelines should provide you with enough information to start writing your own reviews. When you write a good review you should find it rewarding, especially if it is published! 


Structure in a Nutshell!! 
1. Title – catchy, can indicate if review will be positive or negative, you can play with words to make it funny or different 
2. Paragraph 1 – Opening paragraph – can start to summarise film and give early suggestions about your general view of it (positive/negative) 
3. Paragraph 2 – Start or continue summary of film, don’t give details about the ending or else no one will go and see the film!! 
4. Paragraph 3 and 4 – positive things you thought about the film, what did you like? Why? Use descriptive words, think about the story, setting, effects used, music used 
5. Paragraph 5 and 6 – negative things you thought about the film, what didn’t you like? Why? Comment on the same type of things that you mentioned in paragraphs 3 and 4 
6. Paragraph 7 and 8 – Characterization – talk about the characters, did you like them? Did the actors play them well? What was it about their portrayal that you liked or didn’t like? Other impressions of the characters, will certain audience members be able to relate to certain characters? How? Will certain audience members not like certain characters? Why not? 
7. Paragraph 9 – Final comments – general comments that summarize your view of the film, you may want to say something inspiring to get the reader to want to go out and see the film or you might say something that would want them not to go and see it! After the paragraph you would give it a star rating out of 5 to indicate your rating for it. 
Common words and phrases used in film reviews that you might want to use in your own reviews: 
spectacular visual effects, excessive violence, breathtaking, evocative, mood, atmosphere, poorly, unsuccessful, detail, scenery, irresistible, perfect, moments, plot, this movie has been compared to ____ because, wonderful, hilarious, momentum, unexpected plot twists, unbelievable, phenomenal, hype, suspense, disappointing, confusion/confused, fake, imitation, genre, unoriginal, typical, thrilled, was a very moving portrayal, quality of the film, I was impressed by, credible, cliché, a mixture of, classic, captivating 

Task 1: Work with a partner. Read the following film review of Shrek and identify the above steps. Write the corresponding numbers in the margin. 
Task 2: Highlight 10 useful phrases that you might use when writing your own film reviews. Compare your phrases with another pair and come to an agreement which 10 phrases seem to be most useful. Then transfer these 10 into your vocab-book. Start a new page in your vocab-book and collect your phrases under the heading: “Useful phrases for writing a film rewiew”

	

Shrek the Third
A Film Review by James Berardinelli 

[image: 2.5 stars]
ANIMATED
United States, 2007
U.S. Release Date: 5/18/07 (wide)
Running Length: 1:33
MPAA Classification: PG
Theatrical Aspect Ratio: 1.85:1 
Cast (voices): Mike Myers, Eddie Murphy, Cameron Diaz, Antonio Banderas, Rupert Evert, Justin Timberlake, Julie Andrews, John Cleese, Eric Idle
Directors: Chris Miller, Raman Hui
Screenplay: Jeffrey Price, Peter S. Seaman, Jon Zack, Howard Gould
Music: Harry Gregson-Williams
U.S. Distributor: Dreamworks Animation SKG 
	[image: Shrek the Third]



	Four words say all that needs to be said about Shrek the Third: more of the same. The problem is, what seems fresh and pleasing the first time through starts to feel a little stale by the time we've gone through it three times (not counting video games and an amusement park ride). The recipe hasn't changed: take a few appealing characters, surround them with slightly off-kilter versions of our favorite fairy tale personalities in a land far, far away, mix in some pop songs and hip cultural references, and keep the tone generally light. It worked beautifully in Shrek and was still appealing in Shrek 2. By installment #3, it has become a little tiresome. Kids will still love the big green ogre and his wisecracking donkey, but adults may find that the formula is wearing thin. Shrek the Third is a classic example of a movie that exists because its predecessor made a lot of money. ($436 million domestically, to be exact.) There's no creative reason for this movie to have been greenlighted. It's a mass-marketed product, plain and simple, where product tie-ins fatten an already gorged pot. That's capitalism at work. 
King Harold (John Cleese), the majestic frog ruler of Far Far Away, is dying. On his way out the door, he names Shrek (Mike Myers) as his heir. This frightens the big guy, so he goes looking for a suitable replacement, and the only candidate is a guy named Arthur (Justin Timberlake). Shrek, Donkey (Eddie Murphy), and Puss 'n Boots (Antonio Banderas) go on a trek to find him. When they track him down, in a high school, what they discover isn't promising. Meanwhile, back in Far Far Away, a coup has taken place. Bitter Prince Charming (Rupert Evert), tired of being a dinner theater has-been, has seized control, imprisoning Princess Fiona (Cameron Diaz), Queen Lillian (Julie Andrews), Snow White, Cinderella, Sleeping Beauty, Rapunzel, and a few others. When Shrek returns, Far Far Away will not be the kingdom he left. But how hard could it be to defeat the preening prince and his army of fairy tale villains? Just appeal to their better natures. 
The storyline shows little in the way of originality or energy, but one wonders where else the movie could have gone since most of the story possibilities were played out by the end of the second installment. The screenplay, which is credited to four writers, isn't a complete bust. In keeping with the Shrek tradition, it contains a few genuinely funny moments and a sprinkling of smart one-liners. For my money, the best sequences occur right after Shrek temporarily takes on certainly "kingly" duties while King Harold is abed. His attempts to bestow a knighthood and christen a ship aren't resounding successes. It's also amusing to watch Snow White (Amy Poehler) go into ninja mode. We've seen something like this before (Fiona in the original Shrek), but it has a certain entertainment value. There aren't as many pop references as in the previous Shreks. Two of the more obvious are homages to Rosemary's Baby and The Six Million Dollar Man. Julie Andrews also sings a line from "My Favorite Things." 
Shrek the Third is directed by the team of Chris Miller and Raman Hui, both of whom have prior associations with the ogre's misadventures. Miller provided some dialogue for Shrek and Shrek 2. Hui was the supervising animator for the previous movies. Together, they create what is visually the most impressive entry of the series and arguably the most stunning computer generated animated feature to date. Every frame is sharp, bright, and elegant, with amazing textural depth and attention to detail. More impressively, the newest addition to the Shrek family, Arthur, looks surprisingly lifelike, indicating that it's becoming less of an imposing task to animate people. It's almost enough to forget about the throwaway plot and simply enjoy the way the characters and settings have been rendered. 
The voice casting is fine, although half the roster seems to be comprised of current or former SNL performers. Mike Myers, Eddie Murphy, Amy Poehler, Cheri Oteri (Sleeping Beauty), and Maya Rudolph (Rapunzel) all have significant speaking roles. Also, two members of the Monty Python troupe are represented: John Cleese and Eric Idle (as Merlin). The standout, to the extent that there is one, remains Murphy, although he's not as lively as in Shrek or Shrek 2. Justin Timberlake is forgettable as Arthur, but that may have as much to do with the whiny character as his voice work. 
Shrek the Third follows the formula well enough that it will become a must-see for anyone whose age has not yet ascended into double-digit territory. What's disappointing about this movie is that it offers so little to older viewers. One thing that was true of the previous Shreks was that they worked so well on different levels that viewers of all ages could enjoy them. Parents could appreciate the films while acting as chaperones for their offspring. Single adults could go without feeling embarrassed. Unfortunately, Shrek the Third seems like so many other, generic animated movies. Take away the Shrek moniker and you're left with a slickly made version of Happily N'Ever After. Artistically, the well appears to be running dry, but that doesn't mean there won't be a Shrek 4. All that's needed is a box office windfall, and the animators will begin cranking out the next sequel before the black ink has dried on the accounting books for this one. 
© 2007 James Berardinelli 


Words that don’t fit: Follow your teacher’s instructions for this activity
	


	Ratatouille [image: 3 stars]ANIMATED United States, 2007
Cast (voices): Patton Oswalt, Ian Holm, Lou Romano, Brian Dennehy, Peter Sohn, Peter O'Toole, Brad Garrett, Janeane Garofalo
Director and Screenplay: Brad Bird
Music: Michael Giacchino
U.S. Distributor: Walt Disney Pictures 
	[image: Ratatouille]

	Brad Bird may be one of the few animated filmmakers working today who understands what the concept of a "family film" means. It's something that offers material to viewers of all ages and doesn't lose one group by catering too strongly to another. Following The Iron Giant and The Incredibles, Bird has turned his attention to the sewers and kitchens of Paris with Ratatouille. In some ways, it's an odd subject for a big-budget cartoon. Rats don't make for the most cuddly of animated creatures and the movie spends enough time developing plot that younger children may squirm. Nevertheless, while Ratatouille misses the pinnacle achieved by The Incredibles (considered by some to be the best-ever computer animated film), it provides solid entertainment and shows why something like Shrek the Third should be cast aside. 
In Ratatouille, Remy (voice of Patton Oswalt) is a culinary wizard of a rat. His senses are so refined that he refuses to eat garbage and is used by others as a "poison detector" since he can tell if something is toxic by sniffing it. His desire, however, is to become a chef, and he gets a chance to achieve his dreams when he meets Linguini (Lou Romano), a janitor at Gusteau's, a famous Paris restaurant. Hiding under Linguini's chef's hat, Remy urges the young man to create dishes of amazing mastery. Like Cyrano de Bergerac, Remy pulls the strings and Linguini takes the credit. Soon, Gusteau's is the talk of the city and Linguini has captured the heart of the woman of his dreams, Colette (Janeane Garofalo). But trouble looms. The chef (Ian Holm) whose position Linguini usurped wants revenge. And powerful food critic Anton Ego (Peter O'Toole) has decided to have a meal an Gusteau's; on the night of his arrival, Remy is nowhere to be found. 
Flushed Away had no difficulty using rats as main characters, largely because they looked much like human beings with a lot of hair. Ratatouille provides us with rodents that, while not lifelike, are close enough that it could give some phobic viewers a moment's pause. Since this is Disney, the film emphasizes the creatures' "cute" aspects - a round pink nose and wide, innocent eyes - but there's no mistaking what they are. Ultimately, it's a lot easier to think about cuddling up next to a penguin than a rat. This is one instance in which the realism of CGI may not be an asset. 
Ratatouille continues the recent trend of A-level animated pictures raising the visual bar. With human beings looking ever more like their real-life counterparts, it's becoming increasingly obvious that the future of computer generated animation may know no boundaries. There's a chase scene during the second half of Ratatouille that takes us through the streets of Paris and onto boats floating on the Seine. This sequence is so exquisite that it's almost impossible to believe it was conceived and realized within a computer. The single noteworthy quality of Shrek the Third was its animation, and Ratatouille has topped it. (Not that we would expect anything less from Pixar.) 
Bird has fashioned the movie as a parable about racism and tolerance. The conflict here is between rats and humans, and the breakthrough comes when members of each species learn a little about those of the other. Then there's the Cyrano de Bergerac angle, which will go over the heads of children (and perhaps some older audience members). While there are no song-and-dance numbers to enrapture kids, there are plenty of action sequences and a majority of the comedy is universal enough to tickle the funny bones of viewers of all ages. 
For the most part, the vocal casting relies on actors with generic voices or those who can hide their natural intonations. The exception is Peter O'Toole, who gives ominous depth to the character of Anton Ego (although the visual representation of the critic looks like Christopher Lee as filtered through Tim Burton). This isn't O'Toole's first role in an animated movie, but it may be his most memorable. He also delivers an interesting monologue about critics that could be seen as applying to more than those who review restaurants. 
At nearly two hours in length, Ratatouille demands a longer attention span than most animated movies. (Plus, it's fronted by a five-minute short, Gary Rydstrom's delightful "Lifted.") It rewards those with patience, regardless of age. The movie wisely saves its best and most impressive set pieces for the second half, whether they're the aforementioned chase or the sight of hundreds of rats invading a restaurant kitchen. And, while Ratatouille isn't specifically about the love of food, that's another ingredient Bird has stirred into the pot. 
Coupled with Surf's Up, Ratatouille offers movie-goers a recent rarity: back-to-back quality animated family films. It has been years since we have seen something similar, and the effectiveness of this movie helps to wash away some of the bad aftertaste left by Shrek the Third. For parents looking to spend time in a theater with their kids or adults who want something lighter and less testosterone-oriented than the usual summer fare, Ratatouille offers a savory main course. © 2007 James Berardinelli 


[bookmark: boyz]
Boyz N the Hood (1991)
[image: boyz]a: Read the following review. Unfortunately some words have been lost – you will find them in the box below the text.  Insert the lost words in the right places.
b: Then collect 10 more useful phrases for writing a film review and add them to your list.


If there was ever a groundbreaking for the 1990's, this had to be it. This is as influential to the films about life for blacks in LA, as Mean Streets was for Italian in New York. John Singleton this story about a group of individuals, growing up, living, dying and fighting in the streets of South Central.
Among the various, there is: Tre Styles (recent Oscar-winner Cuba Gooding Jr.), a teen to break out of the poor, crime-ridden neighborhood of his youth; Doughboy (Ice Cube), Gooding's friend, who takes on the job of leading the hood's more youth into various forms of violence; and Ricky (Morris Chestnut), Ice Cube's brother, whose chance to get out of the hood may be through an athletic at USC. The boys are guided somewhat by Gooding's father (Laurence Fishburne), who attempts to teach them morals and show them advantages other than shooting and killing different boys in the hood. 
Singleton directs this (as he does with most of his films) with a purpose, relentlessly the actions and consequences that go with drive-by killings, drug use and various other forms of life in South Central. It benefits from an excellent and directing by Singleton, who captures the look, feel and language of South Central realistically and with a certain compassion. It also features a stunning cast of now very well-known actors, three powerhouse performances by Gooding, Cube and Fishburne. These three play characters that are a far cry from the stereotypical views of black men in past films.
Gooding, though 23 at the time, captures the growing pains and various mood changes of a 17 year old quite intelligently. Cube the more hostile feelings teens have for adults and society, also adding to the character some street smarts and a code of honor among brothers, friends and family. Fishburne a pleasing change-of-pace performance as a black father, who is definitely NOT out of his child's life and wants to see his son grow up with a bright, as many parents (whether they're black, white, Hispanic, Asian, etc.) want to see for their children. A picture like this, that shows black actors in intelligent, well thought-out (and without so much preachiness for this kind of story) comes only once in a blue moon. Especially in the Liberal-Conservative 90's. I'm proud to say this will be (once the millennium comes to an end) on my top twenty list as one of the greatest stories ever told in the 20th century.
Lost words: members, directs, attempting, future, roles,  showing, script, including, hostile, scholarship, captures, offers, film, lives

[bookmark: color]The Color Purple (1985)
1. After the group reading activity complete the text below. 
2. Then look up the new phrases in your monolingual dictionary and transfer them into your vocab-books. (Remember: write the original phrase and a second sample phrase that you find in the dictionary.)
3. Highlight all the phrases that are typically used in film-reviews. Add them to your collection of useful phrases.

[image: colorPurple]After years of fantasies, Steven Spielberg ____________ a serious drama. Based on Alice Walker's Pulitzer Prize winning book, it ___________ one black girl's (Whoopi Goldberg, in her debut performance) struggle into and through womanhood, for various years as she ___________ after hardship. The story has many ___________ ____________, including Oprah Winfrey, as a woman who __________ as many hard __________ in her life as Goldberg does in hers. Danny Glover is truly hateful, as Goldberg's ______________, who spends most of his life trying to keep her down. But in the end, she learns how to survive and overcome all that has kept her down for so long.
Spielberg has offered many films with triumph-of-the-spirit type themes to them, but this somehow _______ all of the previous and recent work he's done (save for Schindler's List, which this is certainly equal to). Besides the _______________ _____________, story and direction, it also features a fine score from the likes of Quincy Jones and Lionel Richie, and beautiful cinematography by Allen Daviau. This _______ of a woman's hard journey is _____________ films like The Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman and Fried Green Tomatoes.
Writing a Review:
Now write your own movie review about a film you have recently seen. Use the tips on WS 1 and your vocab collection and write a well-structured text that could really be published for readers of your age. Proofread your text carefully before handing it in.

The Freedom Writers
[image: ]
Step 1: Movie Quotes (see next page)
Step 2: Do the run-dic or dictogloss with the synopsis
Step 3: Pairwork “About Freedom Writers” 
Step 4: Watch the film and collect information about the main characters’ lives, problems and aspirations. 
	[image: ] 
Erin Gruwell

	[image: ] 
Eva

	[image: ]
Andre

	[image: ]
Marcus

	[image: ]
Ben



Movie Quotes:

Read the following quotes and get a first impression of the main characters in the movie. Discuss the quotes in your group. What do they say about the characters and their attitudes? Are they winners or losers? Do they think positively or are they angry and frustrated with life?
Take notes of your discussion.
After watching the film check your original ideas and correct them if necessary.

Marcus: That Meip Gies lady, the one that help hide her, I like her. I got all these other books about her from the library. 
Erin Gruwell: Wow, you used your library card? 
Marcus: Nah... 

Erin Gruwell: But to get respect you have to give it. 
Andre: Bullshit. 
Erin Gruwell: What? 
Andre: Why should I give you my respect? Because you call your a teacher. How do I know that your not a bad person standing up there? 
Eva: White people wanting their respect like its for free. 

Ben: Ms. G, we can fight this y'know, like the Freedom Riders. 
Marcus: Yeh yeh, we all drive around on a bus, only this time they try and bust us up we bust a few of them board member's heads. 
Brandy: Or we can go to the newspapers. Media...? 
Tito: Or we can paint the administration building with the word assholes, in various colours. 

Miep Gies: But even an ordinary secretary or a housewife or a teenager can, within their own small ways, turn on a small light in a dark room. 

Marcus: I've never had a hero before. But you are my hero. 
Miep Gies: Oh, no. No, no, no, young man, no. I am not a hero. No. I did what I had to do, because it was the right thing to do. That is all. 

Erin Gruwell: Maybe we should talk about art. Tito's got real talent, don't you think? You know something? I saw a picture just like this once, in a museum. Only it wasn't a black man, it was a jewish man. And instead of the big lips he had a really big nose, like a rat's nose. But he wasn't just one particular jewish man. This was a drawing of all jews. And these drawings were put in the newspapers by the most famous gang in history. You think you know all about gangs? You're amateurs. This gang will put you all to shame. And they started out poor and angry and everybody looked down on them. Until one man decided to give them some pride, an identity... and somebody to blame. You take over neighborhoods? That's nothing compared to them. They took over countries. You want to know how? They just wiped out everybody else. Yeah, they wiped out everybody they didn't like and everybody they blamed for their life being hard. And one of the ways they did it was by doing this: see, they print pictures like this in the newspapers, jewish people with big, long noses... blacks with big, fat lips. They'd also published scientific evidence that proved that jews and blacks were the lowest form of human species. Jews and blacks were more like animals. And because they were just like animals it didn't matter if they lived or died. In fact, life would be a whole lot better if they were all dead. That's how a holocaust happens. And that's what you all think of each other.


About Freedom Writers 							Group A
		[image: mh_truestory]
Following the Rodney King Riots and the O.J. Simpson _________, the mood in our city was ___________, and on our first day of high school, we had only three things in ___________: we hated school, we hated our teacher, and we hated each other.

Whether it was official or not, we all knew that we had been written off. Low test scores, juvenile hall, alienation, and racial hostility helped us fit the labels the educational system placed on us: “unteachable,” “below average,” and “delinquents.” Somehow, Ms. G recognized our similarities, and used them to unite us. She gave us books written by teenagers that we could relate to, and it was through these books that we began to realize that if we could relate to a little girl who lived on the other side the world, fifty years before we did, we could certainly relate to each other.

We felt like Anne Frank, _______________ in a cage, and identified with the violence in Zlata Filipovic's life. We were so _____________ by the stories of Anne and Zlata, that we wrote letters to Miep Gies, and to Zlata, in hopes that they would come to Long Beach and share their stories with us. When Miep visited us, she ____________ us to keep Anne's memory alive and “passed the baton” to us. It was then that we decided to begin chronicling our lives.

We began writing anonymous journal entries about the adversities that we faced in our every day lives. We wrote about gangs, immigration, drugs, violence, abuse, death, anorexia, _______________, teenage love, weight issues, _____________, suicide, and all the other issues we never had the chance to express before. We discovered that writing is a powerful form of self expression that could help us deal with our past and move forward. Room 203 was like Anne's attic or Zlata's basement, it was our safe haven, where we could cry, laugh, and share our stories without being judged.

We decided to call ourselves the Freedom Writers after learning about the Freedom Riders who fought against ________________ during the Civil Rights Movement. When we began writing these entries as a simple English ______________, we had no idea that they would one day be collected and published in a book, The Freedom Writers Diary.

Since graduation, we have kept our promise of trying to change education. We are pursuing our undergraduate and graduate degrees, many of us at California State University, Long Beach, while continuing to share our story and mentor students across the country about what it's like to receive a second chance.

We have ___________ this website because we want to form a community like the one we formed in Room 203, where people feel safe, ___________, and understood. We hope that The Freedom Writers Diary will _________ you to succeed academically, change your community, and share your own story.                                                    - The Freedom Writers








1. TAKE ACTION

In Diary 94, a Freedom Writer argues that people should "rock the boat" and "speak out" when they witness an injustice.  Have you observed an unjust action or behavior?  What did you do?  If you could go back in time and revisit that moment, would you handle it differently?  Why, do you believe, is it sometimes difficult for people to speak out or act against wrongdoing?

Write about 300 words. Then share your texts and discuss them in your group.

2. READ & WRITE

The writer of Diary 36 asks, "Why should I read books about people that don't look like me?  People that I don't even know and that I'm not going to understand because they don't understand me!"  How would you answer this student's question if you were his/her teacher?  Why is it important to read books about different people?  What did the Freedom Writers learn from reading Anne Frank's and Zlata's diaries? What have you learnt from the novel you are reading for this project?
Write about 200 words.

3. CHANGE

The Freedom Writers made a "Toast for Change" in which they freed themselves from the stereotypes and labels they felt had been placed on them because of their races, their ages, their family backgrounds, and their education and gave themselves a second chance to prove themselves.   
A: What are the dangers of stereotypes?  What can people do to break free from stereotypes?  Why is this important? (write about 100 words)
B: Complete the “Toast for Change” poem on WS 3 from the point of view of a main character in your novel. Discuss your poems in your bookgroup. Choose the best one and use it in the presentation.



TOAST FOR CHANGE
At the beginning of their second (sophomore) year together, Erin begins with a special activity.
Okay, guys, gals, listen up! This is what I want you to do. I want each of you to step forward and take one of the Borders bags, which contain the four books we're gonna read this semester. (All right!) They very special books, and they each remind me, in some way, of each of you. But, before you take the books, I want you to take one of these glasses of sparkling cider, and I want each of you to make a toast. We're each gonna make a toast for change. And what that means is, from this moment on every voice that told you "You can't" is silenced. Every reason that tells you things will never change, disappears. And the person you were before this moment, that person's turn is over. Now it's your turn. Okay? Okay, you ready to get this party going on?

C H A N G E P O E M: Do this activity from the main character’s point of view (Use your novel or your favorite character in the film)

Directions: Fill in the blanks below to complete this poem. Keep in mind all of the things you have learned from reading and studying The Freedom Writers Diary in class. Slip into your main character’s mind and try to see the world through his/her eyes. Be prepared to share your poem with the class.

C H A N G E
I was _____________________________________________________(a description of who you were)
I remember _________________________________________.(describe a sad memory from your past)
I heard _______________________________________________something you wish you didn’t hear)
I saw _____________________________________________(something you weren’t supposed to see)
I worried ___________________________________________________(something that troubled you)
I thought _______________________________________(a description of where your life was headed)
But, I want to change.
I am_____________________________________________(an accurate characteristic of who you are)
I think _____________________________________________________(how you perceive the world)
I need ________________________________________________________(a goal you wish to fulfill)
I try ________________________________________(something that will help you improve yourself )
I feel _____________________________________________________________(describe an emotion)
I forgive _______________________________________(someone or something that caused you pain)
Now I can change.
I will ______________________________________________(a positive prediction of who you will be)
I choose _____________________________________________(something you want to do differently)
I dream ________________________________________________(something you dare to dream about)
I hope __________________________________________________(something positive you strive for)
I predict _______________________________________________(how you see yourself in the future)
I know__________________________________________________(a description of your future self )
I will change
From The Freedom Writers Diary Teacher’s Guide by The Freedom Writers Foundation. © 2006 Erin Gruwell and The Freedom Writers

For the teacher: 
Follow-up to Civil Rights Project: Ghetto Kids
Read one of the following books: (all books related to topic of the project + film)
Do book project with discussion prompt cards and writing tasks (sum it up, be a friend, extra-extra, setting postcard)

Asphalt Tribe
Boot Camp
Grass
Stone Cold
Gangsta Rap
The Diary of Anne Frank
Zlata’s Diary


Writing Movie Reviews: do tasks on WS, then write a review for a movie that you have recently seen.

Words that don’t fit: Ad: Ratatouille

1. Show students picture on OHT
2. Ss collect 10 words that they expect to find in a review of this film. Write a mix of nouns, verbs and adjectives
3. Students now insert these words into the text (in pencil). Student A inserts them into the first half of the text (left side), student B into the second half. The words must be placed so that they don’t make sense. Sophisticated students can go for interesting effects so that the insertions almost sound meaningful at first sight. It helps to replace nouns with nouns, verbs with verbs…
4. Find a partner. Ss read the text to their partner. The student who is listening must not see the text. When the listener hears an inserted word that doesn’t seem to fit, they ask the reader to pause and try to correct the sentence (with the help of their partner.)
Other tasks on worksheets
Writing: Students write their own movie review about a recent film of their choice,.


Teacher Solutions

The Color Purple (1985)

4. After the group reading activity complete the text below. 
5. Then look up the new phrases in your monolingual dictionary and transfer them into your vocab-books. (Remember: write the original phrase and a second sample phrase that you find in the dictionary.)
6. Highlight all the phrases that are typically used in film-reviews. Add them to your collection of useful phrases.

[image: colorPurple]After years of fantasies, Steven Spielberg took a stab at a serious drama. Based on Alice Walker's Pulitzer Prize winning book, it revolves around one black girl's (Whoopi Goldberg, in her debut performance) struggle into and through womanhood, for various years as she faces hardship after hardship. The story has many memorable performances, including Oprah Winfrey, as a woman who goes through as many hard challenges in her life as Goldberg does in hers. Danny Glover is truly hateful, as Goldberg's abusive husband, who spends most of his life trying to keep her down. But in the end, she learns how to survive and overcome all that has kept her down for so long.
Spielberg has offered many films with triumph-of-the-spirit type themes to them, but this somehow outdoes all of the previous and recent work he's done (save for Schindler's List, which this is certainly equal to). Besides the impressive performances, story and direction, it also features a fine score from the likes of Quincy Jones and Lionel Richie, and beautiful cinematography by Allen Daviau. This tale of a woman's hard journey is on par with films like The Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman and Fried Green Tomatoes.
My Rating = [image: Four Stars]


 CUT UP!!!
Group Reading Activity: Work in groups of  3-4. 
1. Put the text-slips into the correct order and read throught the whole text once. 
2. Shuffle the text-slips and then distribute them equally among your group. Read the  text aloud. Each text-slip ends in the middle of a sentence – so listen carefully and continue as smoothly as possible. Then swap text-slips and read the text again. Try to “record” it in your brain. You will later be asked to complete a gapped version of the text – so press the red “record” button in your brains NOW.

After years of fantasies, Steven Spielberg took a stab at a serious drama. Based on Alice Walker's Pulitzer Prize winning book, it revolves 


around one black girl's struggle into and through womanhood, for various years as she faces 


hardship after hardship. The story has many memorable performances, including Oprah Winfrey, as a woman who goes through 


as many hard challenges in her life as Goldberg does in hers. Danny Glover is truly hateful, as Goldberg's abusive 


husband, who spends most of his life trying to keep her down. But in the end, she learns how to survive and 


overcome all that has kept her down for so long.
Spielberg has offered many films with triumph-of-the-spirit type themes to them, but this somehow outdoes all of the 

previous and recent work he's done (save for Schindler's List, which this is certainly equal to). Besides the impressive performances, story and direction, it also 

features a fine score from the likes of Quincy Jones and Lionel Richie, and beautiful cinematography by Allen Daviau. This tale of a woman's hard journey is on par with films like The Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman and Fried Green Tomatoes.
RUNDIC or DICTOGLOSS							TEACHER COPY

Freedom Writers is inspired by a true story and the diaries of real Long Beach teenagers after the LA riots, during the worst outbreak of interracial gang warfare. Two-time Academy Award® winner Hilary Swank stars as Erin Gruwell, whose passion to become a teacher is soon challenged by a group of Black, Latino, and Asian gangbangers who hate her even more than each other. When Erin begins to listen to them in a way no adult has ever done, she begins to understand that for these kids, getting through the day alive is enough -- they are not delinquents but teenagers fighting "a war of the streets" that began long before they were born. Erin gives them something they never had from a teacher before -- respect. For the first time, these teens experience a hope that maybe, they might show the world that their lives matter and they have something to say.

Teacher Solutions: About Freedom Writers
		[image: mh_truestory]
Following the Rodney King Riots and the O.J. Simpson trial, the mood in our city was unsettling, and on our first day of high school, we had only three things in common: we hated school, we hated our teacher, and we hated each other.

Whether it was official or not, we all knew that we had been written off. Low test scores, juvenile hall, alienation, and racial hostility helped us fit the labels the educational system placed on us: “unteachable,” “below average,” and “delinquents.” Somehow, Ms. G recognized our similarities, and used them to unite us. She gave us books written by teenagers that we could relate to, and it was through these books that we began to realize that if we could relate to a little girl who lived on the other side the world, fifty years before we did, we could certainly relate to each other.

We felt like Anne Frank, trapped in a cage, and identified with the violence in Zlata Filipovic's life. We were so inspired by the stories of Anne and Zlata, that we wrote letters to Miep Gies, and to Zlata, in hopes that they would come to Long Beach and share their stories with us. When Miep visited us, she challenged us to keep Anne's memory alive and “passed the baton” to us. It was then that we decided to begin chronicling our lives.

We began writing anonymous journal entries about the adversities that we faced in our every day lives. We wrote about gangs, immigration, drugs, violence, abuse, death, anorexia, dyslexia, teenage love, weight issues, divorce, suicide, and all the other issues we never had the chance to express before. We discovered that writing is a powerful form of self expression that could help us deal with our past and move forward. Room 203 was like Anne's attic or Zlata's basement, it was our safe haven, where we could cry, laugh, and share our stories without being judged.

We decided to call ourselves the Freedom Writers after learning about the Freedom Riders who fought against segregation during the Civil Rights Movement. When we began writing these entries as a simple English assignment, we had no idea that they would one day be collected and published in a book, The Freedom Writers Diary.

Since graduation, we have kept our promise of trying to change education. We are pursuing our undergraduate and graduate degrees, many of us at California State University, Long Beach, while continuing to share our story and mentor students across the country about what it's like to receive a second chance.

We have created this website because we want to form a community like the one we formed in Room 203, where people feel safe, accepted, and understood. We hope that The Freedom Writers Diary will inspire you to succeed academically, change your community, and share your own story.                                                                              - The Freedom Writers





About Freedom Writers							Group B
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Following the Rodney King Riots and the O.J. Simpson trial, the mood in our city was unsettling, and on our first day of high school, we had only three things in common: we hated school, we hated our teacher, and we hated each other.

Whether it was official or not, we all knew that we had been __________ off. Low test scores, juvenile hall, ____________, and racial __________ helped us fit the labels the educational system placed on us: “unteachable,” “below average,” and “______________.” Somehow, Ms. G recognized our ______________, and used them to unite us. She gave us books written by teenagers that we could ____________ to, and it was through these books that we began to realize that if we could relate to a little girl who lived on the other side the world, fifty years before we did, we could certainly relate to each other.

We felt like Anne Frank, trapped in a cage, and identified with the violence in Zlata Filipovic's life. We were so inspired by the stories of Anne and Zlata, that we wrote letters to Miep Gies, and to Zlata, in hopes that they would come to Long Beach and share their stories with us. When Miep visited us, she challenged us to keep Anne's memory alive and “passed the baton” to us. It was then that we decided to begin chronicling our lives.

We began writing anonymous journal entries about the ______________ that we faced in our every day lives. We wrote about gangs, _________________, drugs, violence, abuse, death, _____________, dyslexia, teenage love, weight issues, divorce, _________, and all the other issues we never had the chance to express before. We discovered that writing is a powerful form of self expression that could help us deal with our past and move forward. Room 203 was like Anne's attic or Zlata's basement, it was our safe haven, where we could cry, laugh, and share our stories without being judged.

We decided to call ourselves the Freedom Writers after learning about the Freedom Riders who fought against segregation during the Civil Rights Movement. When we began writing these entries as a simple English assignment, we had no idea that they would one day be collected and published in a book, The Freedom Writers Diary.

Since graduation, we have ___________ our promise of trying to change education. We are _____________ our undergraduate and graduate degrees, many of us at California State University, Long Beach, while continuing to share our story and mentor students across the country about what it's like to receive a ____________ chance.

We have created this website because we want to form a community like the one we formed in Room 203, where people feel safe, accepted, and understood. We hope that The Freedom Writers Diary will inspire you to succeed academically, change your community, and share your own story.                                                                              - The Freedom Writers









1. TAKE ACTION

In Diary 94, a Freedom Writer argues that people should "rock the boat" and "speak out" when they witness an injustice.  Have you observed an unjust action or behavior?  What did you do?  If you could go back in time and revisit that moment, would you handle it differently?  Why, do you believe, is it sometimes difficult for people to speak out or act against wrongdoing?

Write about 300 words. Then share your texts and discuss them in your group.

2. READ & WRITE

The writer of Diary 36 asks, "Why should I read books about people that don't look like me?  People that I don't even know and that I'm not going to understand because they don't understand me!"  How would you answer this student's question if you were his/her teacher?  Why is it important to read books about different people?  What did the Freedom Writers learn from reading Anne Frank's and Zlata's diaries? What have you learnt from the novel you are reading for this project?
Write about 200 words.

3. CHANGE

The Freedom Writers made a "Toast for Change" in which they freed themselves from the stereotypes and labels they felt had been placed on them because of their races, their ages, their family backgrounds, and their education and gave themselves a second chance to prove themselves.   
A: What are the dangers of stereotypes?  What can people do to break free from stereotypes?  Why is this important? (write about 100 words)
B: Complete the “Toast for Change” poem on WS 3 from the point of view of a main character in your novel. Discuss your poems in your bookgroup. Choose the best one and use it in the presentation.
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Boyz N the Hood (1991)
	[image: Posse]
Buy this poster at
[image: MovieGoods]


If there was ever a groundbreaking film for the 1990's, this had to be it. This is as influential to the films about life for blacks in LA, as Mean Streets was for Italian lives in New York. John Singleton directs this story about a group of individuals, growing up, living, dying and fighting in the streets of South Central.
Among the various members, there is: Tre Styles (recent Oscar-winner Cuba Gooding Jr.), a teen attempting to break out of the poor, crime-ridden neighborhood of his youth; Doughboy (Ice Cube), Gooding's friend, who takes on the job of leading the hood's more hostile youth into various forms of violence; and Ricky (Morris Chestnut), Ice Cube's brother, whose chance to get out of the hood may be through an athletic scholarship at USC. The boys are guided somewhat by Gooding's father (Laurence Fishburne), who attempts to teach them morals and show them advantages other than shooting and killing different boys in the hood.
Singleton directs this (as he does with most of his films) with a purpose, relentlessly showing the actions and consequences that go with drive-by killings, drug use and various other forms of life in South Central. It benefits from an excellent script and directing by Singleton, who captures the look, feel and language of South Central realistically and with a certain compassion. It also features a stunning cast of now very well-known actors, including three powerhouse performances by Gooding, Cube and Fishburne. These three play characters that are a far cry from the stereotypical views of black men in past films.
Gooding, though 23 at the time, captures the growing pains and various mood changes of a 17 year old quite intelligently. Cube captures the more hostile feelings teens have for adults and society, also adding to the character some street smarts and a code of honor among brothers, friends and family. Fishburne offers a pleasing change-of-pace performance as a black father, who is definitely NOT out of his child's life and wants to see his son grow up with a bright future, as many parents (whether they're black, white, Hispanic, Asian, etc.) want to see for their children. A picture like this, that shows black actors in intelligent, well thought-out roles (and without so much preachiness for this kind of story) comes only once in a blue moon. Especially in the Liberal-Conservative 90's. I'm proud to say this will be (once the millennium comes to an end) on my top twenty list as one of the greatest stories ever told in the 20th century.
My Rating = [image: Four Stars]
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