Historical Facts from the poem “Status Symbol“ by Mari Evans
New Negro:

In the 1920s Harlem became the unofficial capital of the African-American culture. This period was also called the “Harlem Renaissance”. Blacks in New York City but also in all other cities in America and also in Europe became more self confident and began to be proud of their skin color. There was a lot of cultural activity in arts and poetry.

President Lincoln:

During the American Civil War, the North of America fought against the South about the issue of slavery. People in the North wanted to abolish it and the people in the South needed slaves in order to work on their plantations. Abraham Lincoln was against slavery and took and active part in fighting for blacks’ rights. The North won, but the issue of slavery wasn’t solved yet.

World War I:
Blacks were very eager to fight for America in World War I. They saw it as a way to prove that they were also Americans and that they wanted to support their country. In fact, blacks were actually allowed to join the army but they were not allowed to fight in the front lines. Instead they were employed mainly for support services. 
Paris:
Many blacks decided to stay in Paris after World War I. They were treated very well in Paris and people were interested in their culture and the particular type of music connected with blacks: Jazz.

Red Ball Express:
The Red Ball Express was a massive convoy effort to supply the allied armies with ammunition, food and fuel. It moved all throughout Europe during World War II. If you were called a “Red Ball Trucker” you were in charge of driving battalion trucks to the Red Ball depots and picking up supplies. This job was hardly glamorous and dangerous. Most of the drivers were blacks because they weren’t used on combat at all.
Federal Troops:
On the one hand, the federal troops were there to protect blacks when they were threatened by whites. For example when blacks wanted to enter white universities, the troops had to be there to make sure that they weren’t “lynched” by a white mob.

On the other hand, the troops were also called to break up black meetings, sit-ins or protest marches. They did so with various methods ranging from water hoses to guns.

Marches:
There were a lot of marches by blacks who wanted to achieve certain rights. A very famous march was the one from Baltimore to Washington organized by Martin Luther King who gave his famous “I have a Dream” speech at the end of this march.

Sit-Downs/Sit- Ins:
There were separate sections for black and white people to sit in restaurants. Sometimes blacks would organize a sit-in which meant that they sat down in the white section of a restaurant. 
Sit-ins mean that blacks sat down in front of a white building, e.g. a university in order to protest against race discrimination. Both movements were peaceful.

Prayer Meetings: 
Blacks had prayer meetings to pray for better rights and for a better future for them. During those meetings a lot of racial issues were also discussed and many preachers preached about the rights of blacks. A famous preacher was Martin Luther King.

White Drinking Fountains:
The separation of blacks and whites affected every part of the public life such as schooling, restaurants, universities or drinking fountains. Blacks and Whites had designated drinking fountains. Breaking any of those laws was punished strictly and sometimes violently.
