Some suggestions for writing an effective biography: 

1. Begin with a defining event, regardless of its chronology. Some writers depict the event as a short chapter, then start the second chapter at the “beginning.” Other writers employ a series of flashbacks. Be creative and capture your readers. 

2. Use dialogue or excerpts from historical records when possible. Do not invent dialogue, although some critics accept the practice as “interpretation.” 

3. Describe all scenes as they relate to your protagonist — especially if you are the protagonist. 

4. End the biography with another defining moment, a personal revelation, or a recounting of the opening moment. Offer readers a sense of closure. 

5. Omit events and even people when they add nothing to the theme.
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