Kernbereich Englisch 5. Klasse/  Core English, Year 5
Writing Skills:

Ss should be able to write the following text types:


narrative texts using descriptive language (showing versus telling).

letters to the editor


basic 5 paragraph essays

Ss should be aware of the typical features of these text types and be able to use them in their own writing.

Reading Skills:

Students get a first experience with “real” literature, reading a choice of modern novels and presenting them in groups (see oral skills).  They continue to read young adult literature and regularly present books in class.
Ss should be able to write personal reading diaries and responses to their reading. In these responses Ss should practice asking questions that will lead to their better understanding of the texts. They should become aware of certain narrative features and literary devices (e.g.: cliff-hangers, surprise endings, choice of setting, characterization…). They should also become aware of their own response to the texts (What does the text make me feel? What atmosphere does it create?)
Students should improve  their critical reading skills and learn to detect logical fallacies in non-fiction texts. They should be able to distinguish fact from opinion and collect information on both sides of controversial issues.
Oral Skills:

Ss should be able to present a novel after having worked on a reading project in a group. In these presentations they should show a good understanding of the novel and its themes, background, obvious symbolism, tone and style. 
Students should be able to present  a controversial topic that they have dealt with in the critical reading project (non-fiction project). They should be able to present both sides and distinguish between fact and opinion.
Ss should have good presentation skills using OHP, powerpoint or posters. They should be able to talk spontaneously to their audience and present their findings logically and coherently.
Detailed criteria need to be discussed with the class.

Cultural Studies:

Ss should expand their understanding of historical, political and cultural aspects of English speaking countries. Students should learn to see cross-curricular connections and understand the relevance of these issues for today’s society. (e.g.: The Sixties, The Civil Rights Movement, current political issues…)

Meta-cognition and Feedback:

Ss should be able to see their own strengths and weaknesses both in their language skills and their personal and social skills. They should be able to set short-term goals and be aware of their progress towards these goals.

Ss should understand the quality criteria of different text types  and assignments that have been developed in class. They should be able to give helpful feedback to their peers using these criteria.

Ss should have developed personal working skills to improve their vocabulary (e.g. vocab. box, vocab scrap-book, finding meaningful phrases in new texts, working with the monolingual dictionary, working with on-line dictionaries etc.) 
Language Improvement:

Ss will revise and expand their understanding of the English tenses, conditionals, phrasal verbs and other grammar areas that still cause problems. Students are expected to revise and correct their written work regularly and find rules that will help them avoid similar errors in the future. 
Active error work is considered one of the most important skills in this area of language learning.

Vocabulary work: Students are expected to keep a vocabulary box or notebook and practice new phrases regularly (e.g.: Vocab scrap-book). Students should be able to choose useful phrases from their reading and work with a monolingual dictionary or on-line dictionary to find out about the correct usage of these phrases.
Assessment (and assessment criteria):
Quality of written work: 
2 tests per semester, other written work done in class or at home. Written work will be assessed with the help of the assessment scale for written work.
Oral work: 
regular class participation, efficient group work, pronunciation and oral fluency, willingness to use English in class, presentation skills
Reading skills: 

understanding of texts (as shown in reading diaries, discussions and presentations), quantity of reading, difficulty of reading material

Personal Skills: 

regular vocabulary work, regular text revising and correction, time-management, effort and work-attitude, organization of working materials

Metacognition and Feedback:

Awareness of strengths and weaknesses, ability to set short-term personal goals, understanding of assessment criteria and ability to give helpful peer-feedback based on these criteria
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