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June 2009
Reading Project

The Old Man and the Sea

Choose two of the following tasks and write about 200 words about each of them. Write well structured paragraphs with a topic sentence, a paragraph body and a conclusion.
A:
This novel is an allegory, a long story that tells one story while it seems to tell another.

· What is an allegory?

· Which is the real story Hemingway is telling here? What do YOU read in this book?

B:
"A man can be destroyed but not defeated."

Put this quote in your own words. Is this an optimistic quote?


Explain its meaning in the context of the novel.

C:
The role of Nature

Explain the meaning of the following passage in the context of the novel.


What is Santiago's attitude towards nature?


Give other examples from the novel where this attitude can be seen.

"He always thought of the sea as la mar which is what people call her in Spanish when they love her. Sometimes those who love her say bad things of her but they are always said as though she were a woman. Some of the younger fishermen, those who used buoys as floats for their lines and had motorboats, ..., spoke of her as el mar which is masculine. They spoke of her as a contestant or a place or even an enemy. But the old man always thought of her as feminine and as something that gave or withheld great favours, and if she did wild or wicked things it was because she could not e´help them. The moon affects her as it does a woman, he thought." pp. 29f.
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June 2002

Reading Project

Lord of the Flies
Choose one of the following tasks and write a well structured text of about 350 - 400 words. Write well structured paragraphs with a topic sentence, a paragraph body and a conclusion.

A: Man's Malevolence

The novel Lord of the Flies, by William Golding, is a parable that communicates the theme that in the absence of a structured system of society, all humans possess the potential to succumb to their most evil instincts and desires. At the beginning of the novel, the boys, who are stranded on an island, work to build a functional society. 

Explain how they do this, give examples…

Later….(Show how evil develops throughout the novel.)
B: Scorched Earth, War and Destruction

Reread the last page of the novel. Just like the whole novel, the ending can also be seen as a parable of real life and society. Explain the meaning of the ending and its symbolism. Remember that the book was published shortly after the Second World War.  
Is this conclusion just a trick to make a happy ending, or does it serve deeper purposes? What does the officer stand for, and what is the effect of the last sentence of the book?

C: Analyze the use of symbolism in the novel: 

The author gives a meaning of its own to almost every detail in the story. Choose a few of the main symbols and explain their significance in the novel. How do they all contribute to the main theme of the story?
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Reading Project

Brave New World 

Choose two of the following tasks and write about 200 words about each of them. Write well structured paragraphs with a topic sentence, a paragraph body and a conclusion.

1. Brave New World is a Utopia. Describe the goals of its ideal state and the state’s general principles for achieving them, and give some examples of particular techniques that illustrate those principles.
2. Brave New World satirizes the present day. How does the novel do that? Describe some particular vices and follies that are its targets.
3.Truth, Happiness and Soma:  It seems undeniable that most World State members are happy, though people like John, Bernard, and Helmholtz might criticize the quality of their lives. What, then, is wrong with World State society? Discuss the relationship between truth and happiness, and the use of soma?
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June 2009
Reading Project

The Pearl
Choose:

· two of the tasks a-c and write about 200 words about each of them. Write well structured paragraphs with a topic sentence, a paragraph body and a conclusion.
OR
·  write an inner monologue  of about 350-400 words for task d. 
a. The Pearl: The pearl takes on different appearances throughout the story. Explain the changing symbolism of the pearl throughout the story.

b. Music: Steinbeck makes it clear that music is an important part of life in the village. In what way do Kino’s songs reflect the situation in the story?

c. Personal interpretation: In the introduction to The Pearl Steinbeck writes “If this story is a parable, perhaps everyone takes his own meaning from it and reads his own life into it.” What meaning do you take from The Pearl? What do you consider to be the moral of the story? Does it have any relevance for our life today?

d. To throw or not to throw (350-400 words):
You are Kino standing on the beach right before throwing the pearl back into the ocean. Write an inner monologue showing Kino’s inner struggle and his reflections on the effects the pearl had on his life.
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Reading Project

Animal Farm
Choose one of the tasks and write a well structured text of about 400 words. Write well structured paragraphs with a topic sentence, a paragraph body and a conclusion.
a) Old Major’s audience

Animal Farm is a fable where each animal type represents a particular type of human. Explain in what way the animals listening to Old Major represent human society.

b) Write a character portrait for Squealer or Napoleon

Explain his importance in the novel. In what way does he influence what happens in the story? Do you know any types of humans like him?

c) Historical context

Who is who in Animal Farm? What is what in Animal Farm?

Briefly explain the historical and political allusions of the novel. What did George Orwell have in mind when he wrote the novel?
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June 2009
Reading Project

The Catcher in the Rye
Choose two of the tasks and write about 200 words about each one. Write well structured paragraphs with a topic sentence, a paragraph body and a conclusion.

a) Explain the meaning of the following quotation in the context of the novel.

“Life is a game, boy. Life is a game that one plays according to the rules.” 
“Yes, sir. I know it is. I know it.” 
Game, my ass. Some game. If you get on the side where all the hot-shots are, then it’s a game, all right—I’ll admit that. But if you get on the other side, where there aren’t any hot-shots, then what’s a game about it? Nothing. No game.
b) .Holden narrates the story of The Catcher in the Rye while he is recovering from his breakdown. Do you think the promise of recovery that Holden experiences as he watches the carousel at the end of the novel has been fulfilled? Specifically, has Holden gained a more mature perspective on the events that he narrates?
c) The Phoniness of the Adult World: “Phoniness,” which is probably the most famous phrase from The Catcher in the Rye, is one of Holden’s favorite concepts. Explain what Holden means by “phoniness” and give examples from the novel. If Holden rejects phoniness, what is he looking for?
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d) Holden’s Red Hunting Hat: Explain the symbolism of the red hunting hat. What does it stand for? How does it mirror Holden’s central conflict in the novel?
Solutions: Catcher in the Rye
a)

The Phoniness of the Adult World
It is his catch-all for describing the superficiality, hypocrisy, pretension, and shallowness that he encounters in the world around him. In Chapter 22, just before he reveals his fantasy of the catcher in the rye, Holden explains that adults are inevitably phonies, and, what’s worse, they can’t see their own phoniness. Phoniness, for Holden, stands as an emblem of everything that’s wrong in the world around him and provides an excuse for him to withdraw into his cynical isolation.

b)

It is possible that Holden is simply trying to recapture his original emotions and thoughts in his narration, and thus masking the fact that he has a more enlightened view regarding his behavior than he had during his escapades. But nothing he says seems to point to such irony on Holden’s part. Although Holden narrates his story after it has already happened, he seems to have gained little perspective. He alludes to his present situation only twice, once at the beginning and once at the end of the novel, and he refuses to tell us much about it. Additionally, many of the personal characteristics that have been damaging to him—for example, his cynicism and his lack of introspection—are in fact more pervasive in his narration of his story than in the story itself. As a result, the story he tells is only partial; he often glides over moments of particular trauma or treats painful moments by pretending not to care. 

Because Holden is an unreliable narrator, in order to understand his character it is necessary to look beyond his words at his behavior and his interactions with others, using the knowledge of his personality acquired from his narration and applying it to his actions in the story. For instance, when Holden tells about being beaten and robbed by Maurice, the elevator operator, he admits that he thought he was dying and fantasizes about being a movie hero and seeking his revenge. But he never describes how any of this makes him feel; his sole comment is that the “goddam movies” can ruin a person. Since we have learned from previous moments in the book that Holden is a deeply sensitive boy, we can look beneath the surface of his narrative to see the suffering it covers up. In this scene, we also see how self-conflicted Holden is: he claims to hate movies, but he turns to them in a moment of crisis. Because the relationship between the events that Holden narrates and his explanations of those events is so complex and contradictory, and because he is unwilling to discuss any part of his “recovery,” nothing that Holden says suggests that he has really matured from his experiences.

c)

The Phoniness of the Adult World
“Phoniness,” which is probably the most famous phrase from The Catcher in the Rye, is one of Holden’s favorite concepts. It is his catch-all for describing the superficiality, hypocrisy, pretension, and shallowness that he encounters in the world around him. In Chapter 22, just before he reveals his fantasy of the catcher in the rye, Holden explains that adults are inevitably phonies, and, what’s worse, they can’t see their own phoniness. Phoniness, for Holden, stands as an emblem of everything that’s wrong in the world around him and provides an excuse for him to withdraw into his cynical isolation.

Though oversimplified, Holden’s observations are not entirely inaccurate. He can be a highly insightful narrator, and he is very aware of superficial behavior in those around him. Throughout the novel he encounters many characters who do seem affected, pretentious, or superficial—Sally Hayes, Carl Luce, Maurice and Sunny, and even Mr. Spencer stand out as examples. Some characters, like Maurice and Sunny, are genuinely harmful. But although Holden expends so much energy searching for phoniness in others, he never directly observes his own phoniness. His deceptions are generally pointless and cruel and he notes that he is a compulsive liar. For example, on the train to New York, he perpetrates a mean-spirited and needless prank on Mrs. Morrow. He’d like us to believe that he is a paragon of virtue in a world of phoniness, but that simply isn’t the case. Although he’d like to believe that the world is a simple place, and that virtue and innocence rest on one side of the fence while superficiality and phoniness rest on the other, Holden is his own counterevidence. The world is not as simple as he’d like—and needs—it to be; even he cannot adhere to the same black-and-white standards with which he judges other people.

d)
	Holden’s Red Hunting Hat
The red hunting hat is one of the most recognizable symbols from twentieth-century American literature. It is inseparable from our image of Holden, with good reason: it is a symbol of his uniqueness and individuality. The hat is outlandish, and it shows that Holden desires to be different from everyone around him. At the same time, he is very self-conscious about the hat—he always mentions when he is wearing it, and he often doesn’t wear it if he is going to be around people he knows. The presence of the hat, therefore, mirrors the central conflict in the book: Holden’s need for isolation versus his need for companionship.

It is worth noting that the hat’s color, red, is the same as that of Allie’s and Phoebe’s hair. Perhaps Holden associates it with the innocence and purity he believes these characters represent and wears it as a way to connect to them. He never explicitly comments on the hat’s significance other than to mention its unusual appearance.
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