Newspapers and Magazines





1. Brainstorming: List all the different sections of good newspapers and magazines.


(15 or more!!)  





2. Find typical examples: Find a typical example of each section and read it. When reading (or right after reading the text) take a few minutes to write your impressions and comments in your response journal. Then fill in the table below. (Copy the table on a sheet. Use landscape format!). Also think of the structure of the article, the language, tone, style, typical vocabulary, layout...


Assign 0 - 3 stars( for ‘author’s personal opinion’   to each category. Which sections typically contain no personal comments, which contain a lot of opinion and commentary?


Section�
Title of typical example�
typical length (pages)�
Contains Opinion�
Purpose/ Audience�
Other Comments�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
...�
...�
...�
...�
�
...�
�



3. Analysing the typical features of certain texts:


In the next few weeks I want you to concentrate on the specific features of the following texts:


Editorials/ Opinion Columns / Viewpoint/ Essay...


Letters (to the Editor)


Special Report


one section of your choice





4. In depth analysis:


Decide which section you want to work on first. Read at least 3 texts of this kind and analyze them in detail. Look at each paragraph: Does it contain information, opinion, references....  Look at the structure, language.....(see above).   Prepare your personal ‘handout’ on this type of text.





5. Peer Conference:


Share your findings with 2 other students who have worked on the same categories and add any additional information to your ‘handout’.





6. You are the author:


Then write a similar text about a topic of your choice. Before writing fill in the above grid for the text you are going to write.





7. Arrange a peer conference and share your text with your partner. Revise it, then hand it in to me.





Do the same for the other 3 types of texts.





