Early Snow Hits Md., Va. Mountains

Garrett County Gets 8 to 12 Inches, Causing Tree Branches to Snap and Power to Go Out

By Nelson Hernandez

Washington Post Staff Writer
Wednesday, October 26, 2005; Page B03
The slow-moving storm that drenched the Washington region with rain yesterday also dumped the season's first snow on the mountains of Western Maryland and Virginia, snapping the branches of trees still in leaf and cutting off power to thousands of residents.

The storm was worst in Garrett County, the westernmost county in Maryland, where the average elevation is 2,500 feet. A meteorologist for the National Weather Service office in Pittsburgh said the county was covered by 8 to 12 inches of snow.

	
	


The early snowstorm left 11,500 Allegheny Power customers in the county without electricity, said Allen Staggers, a spokesman for the company. That accounted for 60 percent of its customers in the county of 30,000 residents.

The storm's effects were much milder to the east, where lower elevations and warmer air turned the snow to rain. In Washington, yesterday's rainfall broke an October record set in 1937, reaching 9.79 inches for the month by 2 p.m., said Steven Zubrick, a meteorologist at the National Weather Service's office in Sterling. The previous record was 8.82 inches. The wettest October on record followed the driest September: Last month, 0.1 inch of rain fell.

Zubrick said a light snowfall coated the westernmost parts of Loudoun County in Virginia as well, and Skyline Drive, a scenic route in Shenandoah National Park that can be treacherous in the snow, was closed.

Zubrick said the weather extremes should not be given too much significance. "I don't think that foretells anything about what the future winter will hold," he said.

Local officials and meteorologists said the storm struck power lines in Garrett County so hard because the snow fell on trees that had not yet lost their autumn leaves. Instead of falling on the ground, the wet snow fell on the leaves, weighing down tree branches so heavily that they broke, sometimes falling onto power lines or roads.

Allegheny Power has called in extra crews and should have power fully restored by Friday, Staggers said.

Brad Frantz, director of emergency management for Garrett, said the county put its snow emergency plan into effect. The county government was closed yesterday, and its main building in Oakland had no power. Frantz reported numerous calls about transformer fires and said "everyone who can run a chainsaw" was working to clear fallen branches.

The main roads were mostly unaffected, the ground not being cold enough to allow the snow to accumulate, Frantz said. Nonetheless, the county was hit hard, with a dozen people staying at two county shelters, he said.

"It's not unusual to see some snow in late October, but to get a storm of this magnitude is rare," Frantz said.
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UK


Lightning strike kills golfer 
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Lightning and mini-tornados struck several parts of the country 
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A golfer was killed and another man injured after being struck by lightning during a severe thunderstorm. 

The men were playing a round at Chigwell Golf Course, near Hainault, north east London, on Wednesday afternoon when the accident happened. 

Police have named the dead man as Tony Ronson, 50, of Nurstead Road, Meopham, Kent.

His 47-year-old golfing partner, who has not been named, was taken to King George's Hospital, Ilford, suffering from shock and burns. His condition is described as stable. 
Tornadoes cause havoc
Several other parts of the UK were also hit by high winds, thunderstorms and tornadoes. 

	




In Hampton, Middlesex, decorator Paul Hayes watched a mini-tornado rip the roof off a social club opposite his flat and slam into the side of his van. 

"One minute it was raining then it started to get a bit heavier. I came to the door and saw the roof flying past," said Mr Hayes, 42, who lives opposite the Old Hamptonians' Club in Pigeon Lane. 

"It went straight into the side of my van." 

Brian Littlejohn, 55, the club's manager, was behind the bar when the tornado struck shortly before noon. 

He said: "I saw the door start blowing in the wind as the wind got up. 

"Suddenly there was a great whoosh and dust came flying from the corridor. It took the felt off the roof. I went outside and saw things flying around." 

A tree and lamppost were blown down and several other roofs were also damaged. 
Twister devastation
Earlier a similar twister struck around Battle and Sedlescombe, East Sussex, damaging several roofs and scattering items from a garden centre across a road.

Pc Paul Beazer, of Hastings Police, said: "At around 0300 it would appear that a mini-tornado with high winds and torrential rain hit the Sedlescombe area." 

But poor weather was not confined to the south. 

Heart surgeon Ghandhi Somasundram and his wife Daniella were woken in the early hours by a lightning bolt that hit their home in Heaton, Newcastle. 

The couple were stunned to see a fireball outside an upstairs window. 

Their three children - Kevin, four, Julian, three, and eighteen-month-old Ryan - had to be comforted as the violent storm continued to rage overhead. 

Mrs Somasundram, 30, who moved to the area from Malaysia recently, said: "It has not put us off Newcastle but my relatives back home think it is a sign that we should move to a new house." 

British summertime 

The incidents came on top of the numerous thunderstorms and torrential rain that have brought flooding to several areas of Britain in August. 

But weather forecaster Neil Talboys, insisted there was nothing "freakish" about the conditions. 

He said: "What you have to remember is the English summer, as they say, is two hot days and a thunderstorm. 

"We have been spoilt by the good weather in July and people have short memories. They expect it to stay like that, and when it doesn't they think it is the end of the world. 

"When we come to the end of the month we have areas with huge rainfall but when you add up the total and divide by the number of stations you tend to come up with something that is not very interesting." 

The forecaster added: "People expect Mediterranean weather every year but we don't live in the Mediterranean."

Language Practice:

Read the three articles and do the following tasks:
1. Use of the tenses:

Highlight five phrases in the past tense (simple),  the past progressive and the present perfect tense and explain why the writers have used these tenses. (Use the Newby notions/rules, just write the keywords in the margin) 

2. Vocab collection: Choose 10 phrases in each text and highlight them. Then transfer them into your vocab book and look up the keyword in a monolingual dictionary. Always write two sample sentences for each new word. Study the new phrases and be prepared for an oral quiz.
3. Running dictation - for extra credit: If you want to improve your fluency, use these texts for running dictations. Put your text on one end of your apartment/house (e.g. your kitchen table) and “carry” it bit by bit into your room in your mind. Write the pieces into a scrap book. Just do one paragraph a day and check with the original text. Correct your errors in red. If you do this regularly, your English will become more idiomatic, you will expand your vocabulary and improve your spelling – and all that in only 10 minutes a day!!!

Give it a try!!! Show me your work for extra credit.
E. Pölzleitner
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