

	Brainstorming and Free-writing: 

Look at the picture collage and write all your unfiltered associations into your reading diary. Don't pause to think, just keep writing for 10 minutes

Sharing your responses: Get together in small groups and share your ideas. We will then briefly collect all ideas in the plenary.

	My effort and results

	Dead-line

	I: Background information: Reading and summarizing: Choose A or B

A:

“The History of Apartheid in South Africa” 

B:

“The Use of Computers to support Oppression”

Step 1: Read text A or B carefully and underline the most important facts. Then summarize each paragraph of the text in one or two sentences. Combine your sentences into a coherent summary of the whole text. Your summary should be between 100 and 200 words long. 
	
	

	Peer conferencing and text improvement:

Step 2: Have a peer conference and share your summaries.  Give your partners critical feedback that will help them improve their summaries. Sign your feedback comments.

At home revise your text carefully, then hand in your summary package
 for feedback and assessment.
	
	

	Writing comprehension questions and cross-grouping:
Step 3: Write 5 meaningful true/false questions that cover the main information of your text. 

Give your text and the questions to a friend who has worked on a different text and ask him/her to read the new text and answer your questions. Check the answers.
	
	

	Critical reading and summarizing:
Step 4: Read the “Conclusion”. What is the most important message of this text? Summarize it in three sentences. Compare your summary with 2 friends and discuss what is really important in this text. Revise your summary and hand it in for assessment.
	
	

	II. Reading and responding to stories: (story cards on teacher’s desk)
Choose at least 2 stories from each area and read them carefully. After reading each story write a 10-minute non-stop response in your reading diary. Return the story-cards to the teacher’s desk.
South Africa:    
               "The Death of Masala" by RRR Dhlomo




"The Bench" by Richard Rive




"Drought" by Jan Rabie




"Debbie go home" by Alan Paton




"Ha'penny" by Alan Paton
Mexico:

               "The Luck of Teodoro Méndez" by Rosario Castellanos




"Man of Destiny" by Rosario Castellanos




"Indian Mother" (a prose poem) by Rosario Castellanos

U.S.A:

            "Graduation" by Maya Angelou




"Living Jim Crow" by Richard Wright




"The Morning Bus to Durnham" by Mary Mebane
	  
	


	Vocabulary work: For each story choose five new phrases that you would like to learn. Check your word or phrase in your monolingual dictionary and choose an appropriate sentence to write on your card. Don’t forget to select an appropriate color for your new phrases. 
	
	

	Discussion circles: 

Work with one or two friends who have read the same story. Discuss your impressions and reactions. Ask yourself the following questions:

· What emotions does the story invoke: laughter, tears, smiles, anger? Discuss your reactions.

· Does the story or its characters remind you of any real life situations or people you know? Which ones? 

· Who is your favorite character? Who can you identify with? Is there a character you don’t like at all? Why?

· If you could meet one of the characters. Who would you like to meet? What would you tell him/her.

· Does the story leave you with questions you would like to ask? What are they? Would you like to direct your questions at a particular character? What questions would you like to ask the author of the story?

· Share your vocab cards and explain why you have chosen a certain color to help you remember the phrases better. Help your partners improve their vocab cards if necessary.

· What do you know about the historical background of the story? What do you need to know to understand the story better?
	
	

	You can earn extra credit for reading and responding to more than 6 stories. 

	
	

	Homework: After each lesson choose one story that you want to read at home. Write a 10-minute response into your reading diary and return the story next period.

	
	

	Homework: Choose your favorite story and rewrite it from a different point of view.

	
	

	III. Working with poetry:

“Genuine poetry can communicate before it is understood.” (T.S. Eliot)

Follow the instructions on the worksheet and paint your favorite poem.
Then read the “Ballad of the Landlord” by Langston Hughes and rewrite it in form of a newspaper article. 

Have a peer conference and revise your article carefully. Then hand it in for feedback and assessment.
	
	

	Writing a poem:

Read the poem “one world”. Then try your hand at writing your own “one world” poem. Use the techniques and recipes of the Irish poetry workshop or write a free verse poem.  
Share your poem with a friend and ask him/her to help you improve it, then hand it in to your teacher.
	
	

	Organize your worksheets carefully:  Open the staples of your text-package and put your hand-written or typed worksheets next to the corresponding task instructions. Write clear headings. 

Fill in the “effort and results” column on the tasksheet and hand in your workshop for assessment.
	
	

	Add up your points for effort and results: 


	
	


Interpreting a poem: Historical Background

Read the poem by Mari Evans and discuss it in your group.  Explain the historical events that have lead to the “New Negro”. 
Use your  common knowledge, our library and the internet to find out what the historical references mean. Divide the work evenly among the members of your group. Each group member must summarize his/her part of the information. Then share the information you have found and take notes. Your notes must be clearly understandable, even if your want to revise the poem for the Matura in year 8!!!  
1. “John” = toilet. Blacks were not allowed to use white toilets.

“Genuine poetry can communicate before it is understood.” 
(T. S. Eliot)

Read the following poems and choose the one that you like best. Paint the poem (A4 or A3) using watercolors. Choose appropriate colors to express the mood and atmosphere that the poem creates. Your painting can be abstract or concrete, be creative and follow your instincts and feelings rather than your analytic brain.
Stick the poem on the sheet (you may want to cut it in a certain shape, paint over it or reprint it…)

Read the following poem, then rewrite it as a short newspaper article. Use one of the headlines suggested by the poet. Your article should be between 150 and 200 words long. Mind the use of the tenses when you report what someone said. (Check Newby if your are not sure.)

Writing a poem:

Read the poem “one world”. Then try your hand at writing your own “one world” poem. Use the techniques and recipes of the Irish poetry workshop or write a free verse poem.  

Share your poem with a friend and ask him/her to help you improve it, then hand it in to your teacher.

� 0 = not done, 1 = incomplete or fair, 2 = well done, good effort, 3 = very good effort and results


� a text package always contains your first draft, your friends’ and teacher’s feedback and suggestions (peer-comments), and your revised version. Please mark the versions clearly and put all the sheets in a plastic pocket with your name. Incomplete packages cannot be assessed.
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