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Research project about controversial issues concerning our environment and health
Goals: Finding out about environmental and health-related problems and long-term solutions

Improving your reading skills: reading for detail, distinguishing fact from opinion, understanding the hidden agenda and purpose of a text.
Writing abstracts and summaries

Writing well-structured info texts
Vocabulary Expansion

Step 1: Silent Brainstorming/Brainwriting: Let’s collect all the factors that might harm our environment or human beings and animals. 
Step 2: Choose one subtopic that interests you and find a group who wants to work on the same issue. (3-4 students)

Step 3: Homework: Find 3 interesting articles about your topic in the internet and print them out by ……………………..  Your group should have at least 10 interesting texts about your subtopic.

Step 4: Language Work:

Vocab collection: Collect 25-30  new phrases from your texts and transfer them into your vocab book. Look up your phrases in a MLD and always write a second example of the same headword. Leave plenty of space between the entries – this will help you learn them more easily.

Vocab activities: Work in your group and do the vocab expansion activities (see separate copy) using your vocab collection. 

Use of tenses: Find 10 examples of past tenses in your texts. Use two colors to underline the past tense and the present perfect tense in the texts and find out which notions are being expressed. Use your Newby grammar for this task.
Step 5: Critical reading strategies
Read at least 5 of the texts that you have collected in your group. Do each of  the following tasks once. Decide yourself which task(s) you want to do for each text.

A: Fastreading: We will do this in the plenary. Just listen to your teacher’s instructions.

B: Questions and answers: Remember what you have recently learned in German. This is your well-known “Frage-Übung”. Work with a partner. Write 1 content question for each paragraph of your text and ask a friend to answer the questions for you. Ask meaningful questions that will force your partner to sum up the most important information of the paragraph. Avoid questions about irrelevant details or examples.

C: Find the main message, write an abstract: (This is the same as your German “Lead-Übung). Your abstract must contain the most important facts given in the text. It should be about 50-100 words long.

D: Write a summary: Your summary should be a little longer and give enough information to satisfy the reader. (In German class you called this a kurze, informative Zusammenfassung) 
E: Collect arguments: In your texts the authors have taken sides for or against a controversial issue. What are their arguments? List all the arguments put forward in the texts in a box. Then think of possible counterarguments. Which of these arguments are based on facts? Which are based on opinion? Mark them F or O.



	Text arguments
	Counter arguments

	…
	

	…
	


F: Now analyze the hidden message of the text: 
· Who is the author/ group of authors/ publisher? Do they seem trustworthy? Why? Why not?
· What do you know about the author(s)? (opinions, values, general assumptions, interests, goals)

· What do the authors gain by convincing their readers? Do they gain power, money…  What else might they gain?

· What’s in for you personally? How are you affected by these decisions? 

Before taking a side: What additional information would you need to make an informed, thoughtful decision?

Finding additional information: Try to get the information you need. (Internet, library, experts, subject teachers…) Then decide what side you are on. Explain your decision in a short letter to the editor (100 – 150 words max.) 
Step 6: Info flyer

· In your group create an information flyer about your topic. The flyer should contain information about the problem and its causes,  

· its consequences and effects on the environment and on us,
· and concrete ideas and steps for solutions or improvements (what can YOU do…)

Content, language and layout of the flyer will be assessed.

Remember: Focus on what YOU and I can do, not on what THEY can do.

Step 7: Group presentations:

Present your findings at an international “Handle with Care” conference. Your presentations should be very well planned and prepared. Use visual aids to help your audience follow your explanations.

The structure will be the same as in your flyers:
1. describe the problem and its reasons

2. describe the short term and long term consequences

3. suggest concrete solutions

Prepare a 5 question quiz for your audience (on an OHT) or your own copies.
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