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Across the Universe (2007)
Introduction
1. Which themes of the 60’s are displayed in the introduction to the film?
2. What different life styles are shown for the US and UK?

3. Where are the men/boys shown as heading off to?
Thanksgiving dinner 
4. What are some of the style/life choices that Max confronts when he talks to his family?

5. Which statement do you agree with? Why?
“Who you are defines what you do.”  OR “What you do defines who you are.”
Detroit Riots

6. In this scene two deaths are covered during the song “__________________”. 

7. Why did they choose to use this song in this scene? What is the song’s message?
New York 

8. In what ways is New York represented in the following scene? 
9. What are some of the visual images used during the song “Come together”?
10. What letter does Lucy bring Max? 

11. What are some things other people did to avoid being recruited? 
Induction Center – “I want you”

12. How does the song relate to Uncle Sam (describe who he is)? 
13. Circle the adjectives describing your own emotions while watching this scene and underline those of Max. Feel free to add some more.
14. What were the options for a man once he had been drafted?  

Peace March

15. What does Paco say during the march? 

“Our voice is our _____________ and united we will win.  You can crush the idealists, but you cannot crush their __________!  The Americans are forcing even their _____________ into becoming their enemies.  Every day the _____________ increases in the hearts of the Vietnamese who want us out!  The image of ______________ will never again be the image of revolution, _____________ and democracy but the image of ______________ and imperialism.”  

Strawberry Fields

16. Why did Paco (Lucy’s boss) think it was important to have a TV?

17. What is the symbolism of the line “living is easy with eyes closed”?

18. What are some of the things that strawberries are used to represent? 

19. Why is Lucy so upset with Jude? 
20. What is your opinion concerning the following dialogue? Do you agree with one of them?

Lucy: I would lie down in front of a truck if it would stop this war and bring Max home.

Jude: Yeah, well it wouldn’t.

Lucy: What do you mean it wouldn’t?  You don’t think that it’s worth trying?  Well, maybe 

when bombs start going off here people will listen.

Radicalisation

21. Why is Lucy open to using more radical measures?

22. What are her mother’s concerns?

23. Why does Lucy lose her respect for Paco? What does she say to him? 
End

24. How is the movie going to end? Which song will be the last one?
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disbelieving, empowered, sad, calm, unhappy, depressed, self-confident, strong, weak, embarrassed, foolish, disappointed, upset, amazed, guilty, angry, intelligent, confused, relaxed, surprised, stressed, nervous, excited, anxious, scared, frightened, shocked, tired, happy, exhausted, hopeful, jealous, proud
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