
Critical Reading Strategies
1. Main message: Read your text slowly and carefully. Highlight the most important information. Then sum up your text in one sentence. This sentence must contain the main message of the text.

Work with a partner: Compare your one-sentence summaries of the text. If your 
versions differ strongly try to find a common sentence that you can both agree on.

2. Collect arguments: In your text the authors have taken sides for or against a controversial issue. What are their arguments? List all the arguments put forward in the text in a box. Then think of possible counterarguments.
	Text arguments
	Counter arguments

	…
	

	…
	


3. Now analyze the hidden message of the text:
· Who is the author/ group of authors/ publisher?

· What do you know about the author(s)? (opinions, values, general assumptions, interests, goals)

· What do the authors gain by convincing their readers? Do they gain power, money…  What else might they gain?

· What’s in for you personally? How are you affected by these decisions? 

4. Before taking a side: What additional information would you need to make an informed, thoughtful decision?
5. Finding additional information: Try to get the information you need. (Internet, library, experts, subject teachers…) Then decide what side you are on. Explain your decision in a short letter to the editor (100 – 150 words max.) 
6. Changing perspective: Now read 2-3 other articles on the same topic. Do steps 1-5 again carefully. Then make a final decision. Who do you believe more? Why? 

7. Group discussion: Meet in a group of 4. If possible find 2 friends who have a different opinion from your own. Then discuss the issue thoroughly. Try to stick to facts, not fiction and belief!!! 
8. 5-paragraph essay: After your group discussion write a 5-paragraph essay. State your opinion on the topic, give your reasons and refute your opponents’ arguments if possible.


Use the 5-paragraph essay guidelines to help you structure your text.

Critical Reading Project

Read the book of your choice very carefully and mark interesting facts or information in the margin. 

Look at the following task cards and collect examples and relevant  passages that will  help you answer the questions and complete the tasks.

For your group presentation collect the most shocking or interesting facts and examples. Prepare a museum display as described on taskcard #34 (each group member should contribute 2-3 items) 


