10 Common Logical Fallacies

1. Non-sequitur: a statement that does not follow logically from the previous statement or premise.


Example: Senator Kerry was in the army, so he is the best choice for president.

2. Assumption and Generalization: an opinion that the writer states as truth although it has not been proven true. 


Examples: Women should not take jobs outside the home.

 All doctors are well informed about the 
effects of vaccinations.
3. Circular Argument: a statement that is repeated and “begs the question”.


Example: Gardening is a fun hobby because it is so enjoyable.

4. Red Herring: a misleading issue that sidetracks a real issue.


Example: Homeopathy doesn’t work. Many remedies contain alcohol which is very bad for 
children.
5. Bandwagon Appeals: statements that try to persuade readers to go along with the crowd.


Example: Most people in Austria accept smoking in restaurants, so why don’t you non-smokers do 
the same?


Doctors have used vaccinations for over 50 years, so they must be safe and effective measures to 
prevent serious diseases.
6. Ad Hominem: statements that attack a person’s character or habits instead of dealing with the real issue.


Example: Voters could accept Senator Kerry’s family values campaign if he weren’t such a bad 
husband and father.

7. Card-stacking: This is an informal fallacy that goes by many names: One-sidedness, One-Sided Assessment, Slanting, Suppressed Evidence, Stacking the Deck, etc. Generally speaking, a one-sided argument presents only evidence favoring its conclusion and ignores or downplays the evidence against it. One-sidedness is fallacious in contexts where we have a right to demand objectivity and should examine all of the evidence and come to a reasoned and informed conclusion on the merits of the argument that is presented.

Example: "We should more frequently use the death penalty because it deters crime, saves 
the taxpayers from supporting non rehabilitative criminals and shows our commitment to 
law and 
order. Opposers of the death penalty are idealists on whom criminals prey for 
sympathy."
8. Either-or: Statements that offer only two alternatives. 


Example: Either the young, pregnant teen has an abortion or she lives a life of poverty and 
loneliness.
9. Appeal to Authority:. While sometimes it may be appropriate to cite an authority to support a point, often it is not. In particular, an appeal to authority is inappropriate if the person is not 
qualified to have an expert opinion on the subject or if authorities are generalized (e.g.: doctors say that..  / experts say that.....) Note the difference between an appeal to an authority and reference to a specific study done by such a person.


Example: Experts say that mobile phones are safe.
10. Argument from Ignorance : Arguments of this form assume that since something has not been proven false, it is therefore true. 


Examples: Since you cannot prove that ghosts do not exist, they must exist. 


Since scientists cannot prove that global warming will occur, it probably won't. 

"He who knows only his own side of the case, knows little of that. His reasons may be good, and no one may have been able to refute them. But if he is equally unable to refute the reasons on the opposite side; if he does not so much as know what they are, he has no ground for preferring either opinion." (John Stuart Mill, On Liberty)
Exercise: Spotting Logical Fallacies

Read the following sentences and mark the logical fallacies. Use the numbers and names as they appear on your “10 Logical Fallacies” handout. 

1. President Clinton was a bad president because he was an unfaithful husband.

2. The car is noisy, so it must be fast.

3. He is lazy because he just doesn’t like to work.

4. Although Mr. Smith, the defendant's chief witness, claims that he did not see the defendant selling heroin, there is no reason to accept Mr. Smith's statement. After all, we know that Mr. Smith is a pot-smoking hippie.

5. Religious Leader: -- "The institution of marriage is as old as human history and thus must be considered sacred." 

6. Polls suggest that the Liberals will form a majority
government, so you may as well vote for them.

7. Everyone knows that the Earth is flat, so why do you
persist in your outlandish claims?

8. A book is pornographic if and only if it contains pornography.

9. Since scientists cannot prove that global warming will occur, it probably won't.

10. Of course this government is the best. We have had this government for over 200 years and no one has talked about changing it in all that time. So, it has got to be good.

11. "I read the other day that most people really like the new gun control laws. I was sort of suspicious of them, but I guess if most people like them, then they must be okay."

12. "Look, you are going to have to make up your mind. Either you decide that you can afford this stereo, or you decide you are going to do without music for a while."

13. Bill Clinton wants TV programs to show ratings in order to protect children from viewing adult material, a surprisingly moral position for an adulterer.

14. Affirmative action proponents accuse me of  opposing equal opportunity  in the work force. I think my positions on military spending, education and health speak for themselves.

15. Yesterday, my neighbor's 16-year-old son zoomed out of the driveway in his new car and barely missed my daughter, who was riding her tricycle o the sidewalk. Last week, a 17-year-old hit the rear of my car when I had to stop suddenly for a traffic light. When are we going to come to our senses and raise the legal driving age to 21? 
16. How can she be guilty of that crime? She has such a lovely family-they go to church regularly and are such friendly people. 
17. Of course she's rich. Just look at that diamond ring she's wearing! 
18. How can Senator O'Malley speak for labor? What does he know about the needs of the average worker? He was born rich. 
19. I love visiting Wyoming because I really enjoy traveling out West. 
20. We should either pay our teachers better salaries or admit that we don't care about the quality of our children's education.
Peer Editing Sheet for 5-paragraph essays

· Check the essay you read for organization, unity and completeness. 

· Does the essay have a clear introduction and a thesis statement?

· Does each paragraph contain one idea that is introduced by a clear topic sentence?

· Are all the sentences/paragraphs clear?

· Does it all hang together logically? Can you spot any logical fallacies? Label them.
· Is the conclusion convincing?
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