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Writing: Personification: A day in the life of our blackboard
Describe a typical day in the life of a blackboard. What does the blackboard see? What are its thoughts, feelings and reactions to the events in the classroom? Write about 300 words on the back of this sheet.
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Read the text about an unusual town in the USA.

- Then choose the correct answer (A, B, C or D) for questions 1-6.
« Write your answers in the spaces provided.
« The first one (0) has been done for you.

WiFi Forbidden

Shh...! Green Bank, West Virginia, is home to the
largest steerable satellite in the world — and it needs
absolute radio silence to do its work.

The town of Bomont outlawed dancing in the movie
Footloose, but the kids in Green Bank, West Virgin-
ia, live with much worse: no electronics.

That’s because the small town of 149 people lies in
the middle of the 13,000-square mile National Radio
Quiet Zone.

Scientists use this space to project satellites into space for research, and they can’t have waves from per-
sonal electronic devices interrupting their signals. That means no radio, TV, WiFi, cellphones or bluetooth.

Green Bank is home to the largest steerable radio telescope in the world — the Green Bank Telescope. It is
arguably the most powerful satellite observing space. To let the telescope operate without disturbances the
town has completely outlawed the use of electronic transmitting devices and a policeman actually patrols
the streets looking for wireless signals.

Only first responders are allowed to use radios and there’s only one pay phone. Residents still have access
to the Internet, but at the glacial streaming pace dial-up offers.

Obviously that makes modern life difficult for the residents of the town, but it’s also looked at as a positive
by many who began flocking here in the mid-2000s to get away from all the technology.

Many of these newer residents say that they suffer from Electromagnetic Hypersensitivity (EHS), a disease
not recognized in the medical community.

People like Diane Schou believe that the waves caused by electronic objects make them sick, much like
allergies, and that Green Bank is one of the only places they can live and be healthy.

“Life isn’t perfect here,” Schou told Slate. “There’s no grocery store, no restaurants, no hospital nearby. But
here at least, I'm healthy. T can do things. ['m not in bed with a headache all the time.”
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0 What do the children of Green Bank not have7 4 Who has extra access to modern equipment?
A technological devices g A justfirst responders
B computers B just Internet users
C movies C scientists and schools
D D

dancing residents and tourists

1 What do electronic gadgets cause? 5 Why has Green Bank attracted lots of visitors?
A satellite projections into space A Itis the largest green space in America.
B satellite signal problems B Itis the largest observatory in America.
C new scientific inventions C Itis an electronics-free shelter.
D aRadio Quiet Zone D Itis home to a large glacier.
2 Whatis so special about the Green Bank 6 What is Electromagnetic Hypersensitivity
Telescope? caused by?
A It produces its own radio waves. A allergies
B Itis extremely strong. B wireless devices
C Itis operated by a robot. C overexposure to light
D Itoperates without electricity. D overconsumption of medicine

3 Who regulates the Green Bank ban?
A amilitary patrol
B the first responders
C the telescope operator
D alaw enforcement officer
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