Assignments for our trip and beyond...
Dear travellers of 6b,
this trip will be full of exciting events, eye-opening experiences, interesting insights and awesome sights. In order to keep a record of all these, I’d like you to keep a personal trip diary:
Trip diary or scrapbook 
[image: C:\Users\lp\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\GUYQ3J8U\MC900298467[1].wmf]Buy a blank notebook or any other nice diary book for your trip. Use this diary to keep a record of the 10 best or most interesting moments or places that you have seen or experienced. Add tickets, brochures, maps, selfies and other snapshots. Add comments, collect information, take notes during the lessons at Pembroke High. Write about your host family, about interesting foods you have eaten, about any differences you notice … 
Use your time on the bus/on the plane for jotting down information and write some entries before going to bed at night. Make it a nice booklet (folder/notebook – whatever you prefer) full of memorable experiences of an exciting trip.
In addition to your personal memories and highlights collect 7 brilliant expressions (no swear words, etc.) during the time with your host family. Write one down for every day you stay with them, also ask your host brother/sister to teach you some great expressions. 
Thank you card
[image: C:\Users\lp\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\WVXR4GGT\MC900105218[1].wmf]Before leaving KC write a nice thank you card or letter for your host family. Hide it in a good place in their home (fridge, bathroom mirror….). Thank them for the good time and mention a few specific things that you liked about staying with them.



New York Reading ProjectMake sure you finish reading your novel BEFORE we get to NY.

A Literary Mosaic of New York City: In the footsteps of..
[image: C:\Users\lp\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\FZ3V86Z8\MC900189292[1].jpg]Read one novel that plays in New York. In what places and areas of the city does the story play? 
Keep a regular reading diary while reading the novel (2-3 entries) – While in N.Y.add your own experiences wherever suitable and take pictures of the places that are mentioned in the novel or that remind you of certain scenes.
In your reading group analyze the role of the setting in the story. Authors use settings very consciously to convey a certain atmosphere. Every setting carries a lot of connotations, be aware of these. Find the settings on the map. Find out background information about each setting and the time-period. 
List the different places and prepare an illustrated story map following the main character through the city.  Present the character’s wanderings through the city to the class. What do(es) the setting(s)  say about the society and time? (values, problems, wishes…) Why do certain episodes happen at certain places? 
Presentation: Answer all these questions in a 2-4 minute online presentation. Use myBrainshark or present.me to record your voice for the ppt presentation. Plan your presentation well and make a mindmap with keywords that will guide you through your speech. Take turns – each of the group members must participate actively. Do NOT write a text and read it off. 
Snapshots of Life in America:  Poetry Project 
[image: C:\Users\lp\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\GUYQ3J8U\MC900241589[1].wmf]a: Observations:  This step has to be done during our trip!!!!!
Take snapshots of interesting little details or situations during your trip. Try to catch special moments or interesting cultural details rather than famous sights. When taking pictures always respect people’s privacy. Do not behave like a paparazzo!
b: Back home: Write a haiku or a short free verse poem about your experience. Prepare an illustrated page that will be “published” in our book of Snapshots of Life in America. See the following haiku page for details.


Writing Haikus
[image: C:\Users\lp\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\I29PHQH1\MC900351819[1].wmf]A haiku is a minimalist form of poetry. The writer has 17 syllables through which to convey an experience. A haiku is like a written snapshot. It recreates the atmosphere of a moment in 3 lines (5 syllables, 7 syllables, 5 syllables). Modern English haikus do not always follow this rule very strictly. The content of a haiku is typically, but not always, focused on a small but important moment in a person’s everyday life. Part of writing a haiku is finding the ‘awe’ that is usually passed by without notice – the act of creating a haiku is the act of focusing our attention more closely than we might otherwise do. It is like a picture in close-up.
Sometimes haikus deal with important realizations (epiphanies) in a person’s life. Read the following examples and try to visualize the scenes and take in the atmosphere or understand the important realization.With a flourish
the waitress leaves behind
rearranged smears
Dee Evetts
A supermarket:
[bookmark: _GoBack]in someone’s cart – beef, beer,
flowers and a child
Alexey Andreyev

Street musicians resting –
red maple leaf
lands on the keyboard
anonymous




What is that building?
Cobble-stoned streets, glass canyons
I’m tired. My feet hurt.
Margaret Hinchcliffe

Tompkins Square –
an old man teaches Tai-Chi
to a crowd of pigeons
Paul Mena






	[image: logo2_01-over]What it's about
The Sunflower Project NYC started in the Spring of 2002 as a living memorial planting project to remember the people lost on September 11th, to honor their families, to thank the people everywhere who contributed to the recovery, and to make our world better, one patch at a time. The idea is for individuals, groups and communities to create their own sunflower memorials everywhere-- to remember and honor life with living, growing symbols of renewal and hope.

	[image: bulleton]A fork in my bag.
Next to my comb some wet seeds.
Armed and dangerous.

	[image: bulleton]Armed with black seeds
I glance around furtively
then complete my task

	[image: bulleton]Dig hole with chopstick
Make sure seed goes into hole
Mission accomplished
	[image: bulleton]Look at me strangely
Wonder why I'm poking dirt
Doesn't everyone?


	[image: bulleton]In New York, Cher can 
strut nude--no notice. Plant seeds?
People stop. What's that?

	[image: bulleton]Planting sunflowers.
Large Federal Agent says
"Let's see some ID".



	

	
	



After the tripl
[image: ]The next text type we’ll look at is letters. So this will be homework, after we’ve discussed letters in class. 
Write a formal letter including phrases from the handout provided. Highlight or underline all the phrases you used from the sheet in your letter. 
Write your letter to any of the teachers or staff at Pembroke Hill School or any of the tour guides who have contributed to making this trip so successful. Thank them for accepting us at their school or organization and for any specific things they have offered or organized for us. (250 words).

Article writing
[image: C:\Users\lp\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\I29PHQH1\MC900287387[1].wmf]Write an article for the GIBS yearbook or the GIBS homepage. In your article 
· summarize the highlights of the trip and
· point out the most interesting cultural differences that you have noticed.
The best articles will be published in the yearbook and on the GIBS homepage. Write between 300 and 400 words.
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