Australia

1. Watch the film about Australia and take lots of notes about Australia’s cities and geography, wildlife, history and society. We will stop the film several times and compare and complete our notes. Make sure you have complete and meaningful notes, they will be your main source of information for many of the later activities. Your notes should be tidy and well organized. Put them into your Australia folder for final assessment.
2. Dreamtime : What do the Australian Aboriginals mean by Dreamtime? 

· Listen to a dreamtime story told by an Aboriginal storyteller. 

· Choose a dreamtime story (card), read it and memorize it. You might want to write down a few key-words that help you remember the main points of your story. We will then meet in small groups and exchange our stories (story-time) Imagine you are a traditional story-teller, try to create the right atmosphere for your story. What do all the stories have in common? What are the typical elements of dream-time stories? (Write down your findings.)
· Listen to an Aboriginal woman explaining the importance of dreamtime stories and take notes in order to write a detailed report of what you have heard.

3. Down Under Workshop
Do the following tasks in any order.  Read the instructions on the worksheets  and do the tasks carefully. Check your solutions with a solution sheet.

· Boomerangs 

· Australia - Geographical Facts

· Australia – Aboriginees

· Australia – Wildlife

· Australia – History

· Rachel Henning's Letters

When you have finished all these tasks play the game TOURING DOWN UNDER in groups of four. 
4. Homework project: Australia Magazines

Work in groups of 5-6 and produce a special edition of an airline-magazine that will be offered to tourists flying to Australia. See last page for details.
Year 6: English, Q 4


Dealing with Facts
Professionals all over the world today must be able to find information and communicate it effectively in English. You can now practice this skill using topics from other school subjects. You will learn to summarize, report on and present your findings professionally, that is by writing and speaking in a structured way and quoting your sources.

Course Requirements and Assessment:

	Task
	Criteria
	Points

	Summarizing workshop 

+ one summary


	Meaningful summary (according to 7steps handout)
Completeness

Accuracy (L/V)
	25

	Test: summary and reading comprehension


	C (7steps) O,V,L,M
Reading comprehension (details)
	25

	Australia workshop: 

1. Film notes

2. Report on dreamtime stories

3. Workshop tasks on sheets


	Completeness
Clarity of organization
	25

	Australia magazine

	C (research)
O (essay writing structure)

V (efficient expression, register)

L (use of language, grammar)
M +Layout and completeness
	25


Timetable:

	1 
	29. 4.
	Summarizing Workshop
	Finish your summary at home and type it.

	
	6. 5.
	No class (France)
	

	
	13. 5.
	No class (France)
	

	2
	20. 5.
	Test: Summarizing and Reading Comprehension
	Collect information for your Australia magazine.

	3
	27. 5.
	Australia Workshop: Step 1 (Film + note taking)
	Organize your notes or rewrite them if they are messy.

	4
	3. 6.
	Australia Workshop: Step 2 (Dreamtime)
	Write your report about dreamtime stories

	
	10. 6.
	No class (Whitsun)
	

	5
	17. 6. 
	Australia Workshop: Step 3 
	Finish step 3 at home or during a substitution period this week.

	6
	24. 6.
	Groups assemble magazines: Hand in finished magazines and course folders at the end of the period.
	

	7
	1. 7.
	Round-up: Choosing books for the holidays
	


4. Homework project: Australia Magazines

Work in groups of 5-6 and produce a special edition of an airline-magazine that will be offered to tourists flying to Australia. See last page for details.

Your magazine should contain articles about the following topics:


Tourism in Australia


The Rainforest in Australia


Australian Deserts


Aboriginees and their Culture


The Big Cities of Australia


Australian Oceans and Seas


Farming in Australia


Settlement in Australia (Core/Peripheral areas…)

Choose one of the above topics. Collect information (internet, library, geography book…) and read it carefully. Highlight important ideas and collect key-words and notes on a separate sheet. (Use your summarizing handout.) Decide on a special focus of your article and find a fitting title. Remember the elements of a 5 paragraph essay and transfer them to your article. Instead of a thesis statement write a lead informing your readers about the main topic of your text. Structure your article similar to the 5 paragraph essay. Make sure each paragraph has a clear topic sentence and treats one single topic. Sum up your findings in  your conclusion. Always have your readers in mind. What do first-time visitors to Australia want to know? Layout your text carefully and add pictures and maps.

Print your text for each group member. Each of you should have a complete magazine (as a Matura study-aid). Please mark your own contribution clearly for assessment (put in a sticky label). Prepare a fitting cover page and a table of contents (with authors’ names) and assemble your magazine nicely.
Note on plagiarizing: Please include all your source texts (marked and annotated copies) in your Australia folder. You may use phrases from your sources (max. 5 words in a row) but not whole sentences or paragraphs. If you are caught plagiarizing, your text will not be assessed. You lose all the points for this assignment.
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