6a Quarter IV:
Dealing with Facts

Professionals all over the world today must be able to find information and communicate it effectively in English. You can now practice this skill using topics from all your school subjects. You will learn to summarize, report on and present your findings professionally, that is by writing and speaking in a structured way and quoting your sources. 

Course Requirements and Assessment 




  
max:  210 P

	Participation and effort: preparation for class, classwork, active participation, attention
	10 P

	Summary: You will be required to write a summary of a newspaper or magazine article provided by your teacher. Follow the summary writing guidelines step by step. The summary will be revised after a peer conference. You can get up to 50 points for the first draft of your summary (absolutely no late copies will be accepted.) and 50 points for your revised final copy. If your final copy is late you will lose 10 points per day (weekdays).
	10 P

	Language and Error Work: Please keep your error book very carefully and add new errors after each written assignment or test. Write down short explanations that help you avoid the same error in the future (e.g. short grammar rule from Murphy or Swann, spelling rule if possible,) Do not write wrong sentences or words into your error book, you might remember them better than the correct ones. Include enough context to make your grammar concept clearly understandable (especially with tense errors).
	10 P

	Read one novel (from our long list) and keep a response journal (3 x 10 minutes or 3 x 2 pages at least). Stick the Tips for Keeping a Reading Diary in your response journal and follow them closely.  After finishing your novel write a short summary of the book and prepare an A3 poster presenting your book for our book-fair. The poster should include a picture that in some way represents the main themes, characters or setting of the novel, about 5 typical quotes and 2 or 3 paragraphs informing your classmates about main themes or characters in your novel. Make the poster as appealing and interesting as possible and be prepared to present your book briefly to the class. Points will be given for content and layout.
	10 P

10 P

10 P

	Listening Comprehension and Reporting: You will be asked to take detailed notes while listening to an Australian woman explaining the importance of dreamtime stories in her culture. Write a detailed, well-structured account of what you have heard. This is a task that you will also have to do at your written final exam (Matura).
	10 P

	Test: Australia , summary writing, listening and reading comprehension
	100 

	Independent Project: From a large choice of topics choose the one that interests you most and copy the information prepared by your teachers. (You will need your own private copy-card for this project.) Find one or two additional texts about your topic. Then write a research paper presenting the facts in a well-structured way. Your paper should have the following structure:

· Introduction/ thesis

· Body of paper/ information (relevant to thesis)

· Conclusion 

· References   

Your project should be at least 4 pages long (text only). Use a 12 pt font with 1.5 line spacing.

You will get up to 50 points for your first draft which will be reviewed during a peer conference. (Absolutely no late first drafts will be accepted.) After revising your paper hand in your polished version including  the first draft, your peer conference report and all the texts and other sources of information you have used.(50P) 
	20 P

20 P


Timetable: Quarter IV

	Session/Date
	Classwork
	Homework and Deadlines

	1 April 28th

	Dealing with facts: intro and requirements

Summary writing practice 
	Write your summary by May 5th  (type it using a 12 pt font  and 1,5 line spacing)

Start reading your novel

	2 May 5th

	Peer conferencing of summaries 

Finding materials for your independent project
	Revise your summary by May 8th 

Read your novel and write a first response. Use the tips for keeping a reading diary.

	3 May 8th

	Deadline for revised summaries

Australia project


	

	4 May 12th

	Australia project

Listening: Why dreamtime stories are told.


	Write a detailed report about why dreamtime stories are told. 

	5 May 15th

	Australia project

Deadline: Why dreamtime stories are told


	Read your novel and write the first two responses by June 5th.

	6 May 19th

	Australia project


	

	7 May 22nd

	no class, trip to France
	

	8    May 25th


	France
	

	9    May 29th
	France


	

	10  June 2nd
	Australia project


	Bring your response journal to class on June 5th . It will be checked during the test.

	11  June 5th
	Test: 

Checking of response journals
	Finish and print your independent project

	12 June 9th

	Peer conferences of your Independent Project (finished, typed, references, sources)

Language work
	finish reading your novel, write your 3rd response, the summary and prepare the poster  (by June 19th)

	13 June 16th

	Deadline for independent projects


	novel…

	14 June 19th

	Bookfair: bring your response journal, your novel, your summary and your poster to class. Be prepared to present your novel to the class
	

	15 June 23rd

	Review of the year
	

	16   June 26th
	
	

	17    June 30th 
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