Extra summarizing practice 
In order to improve your summarizing skills and expand your vocabulary do the following exercises very carefully with each text.

1. Read the whole text to understand the gist.

2. Write a one-sentence summary of the whole text ( thesis)
3. Number the paragraphs in the margin, then summarize each paragraph in one sentence. For very long paragraphs write 2 sentences. Number your sentences so it is always clear which sentence summarizes which paragraph of your text.

4. Then combine your sentences. Add some linking words. Your final summary should be between 50 and 100 words long. The shorter the better.

5. Now you should be ready for detailed vocab. work. Choose 5 phrases (not single words) that you would like to remember. Check the meaning in your dictionary and write vocab cards. Color your phrase (find a fitting color, one that you associate with this word for whatever reason). This will help you remember the word more easily because the color association will help you create an emotional link to the word and its representation in your brain. Such links are fast and reliable!!

Do this with as many texts as possible. Write all your work in a notebook, don’t use loose sheets. Hand in your work for feedback and extra credit. If you find any other interesting texts that you would like to summarize use them instead (or in addition to these samples).

Grammar Work:

Many of your errors occur in the following categories:

present perfect tense!!!!

much, many, a lot of

few, fewer, less

adverbs

Study these chapters carefully in Newby. Do all the exercises concerning these topics. (green and yellow book). Do them carefully and actively, not just mechanically if you really want to improve your grammar.
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