Language Practice:

Read the following articles and do the tasks carefully:

1. Use of the tenses:
On each page highlight at least three phrases in the past tense (simple), the past progressive the present perfect tense and past perfect tense and explain why the writers have used these tenses. (Use the Newby notions/rules, just write the keywords in the margin) 

2. Vocab collection: Read the texts slowly and make sure you understand ALL the words. Look up any new words in your MLD. Transfer the new phrases into your vocab book. Always write two sample sentences for each new word (the phrase you have found in the text and one that you found in your MLD). Study the new phrases and be prepared for an oral quiz.

3. Running dictation - for extra credit: If you want to improve your fluency, use these texts for running dictations. Put your text on one end of your apartment/house (e.g. your kitchen table) and “carry” it bit by bit into your room in your mind. Write the pieces into a scrap book. Just do one paragraph a day and check with the original text. Correct your errors in red. If you do this regularly, your English will become more idiomatic, you will expand your vocabulary and improve your spelling – and all that in only 10 minutes a day!!!

Give it a try!!! Show me your work for extra credit.

	Text 1.

Dolphin 'dying of broken heart' after keeper is stabbed to death 
20 February 2007 , The Independent 

A rare grampus dolphin, rescued 18 months ago after it swam into an Italian port, seems to be dying of a broken heart after the woman who reared it like her own child was murdered. 

Tamara Monti, 37, the creature's keeper, was stabbed to death two weeks ago by the man who lived in the flat above her. Police found an unemployed man, Alessandro Doto, 35, standing in the street outside the block where they lived, frozen like a dummy with a blood-spattered knife in his hand. He told them Ms Monti's two dogs barked all day and it drove him mad. 

The issue had been simmering between them for months. Ms Monti and her partner had found a new place to live with their cat and dogs and were due to move the next day. 
Ms Monti was from the Lake Como region, hundreds of miles north-west of Riccione, a resort on the Adriatic coast just south of Rimini, but Riccione had taken her to its heart. The town was in mourning on hearing of her death. But no one missed her like Mary G. 
The grampus dolphin was a calf in June 2005 when she and her mother blundered into the port of Ancona, south of Riccione, and ran aground. They were rescued and brought to hospital, but Mary G's mother died three days later. After two months the dolphin had recovered sufficiently to be brought to Oltremare Park in Riccione, a seaside theme park, where she was given a pool of sea water and the constant attendance of experts. They bottle-fed her a mixture of herring, vitamins and mineral salts, rocked her like a baby and gave her swimming lessons. But only one of the keepers talked to her as if she were her own child, and that was Ms Monti. 

As Mary G grew, she became the park's big attraction. Her fame spread through Italy, via websites, television programmes and blogs. Visitors flocked to Riccione to see her. 
"We wanted to return her to the open sea," said Sauro Pari, head of the organisation that runs the park, "but international experts advised against it. They told us she would not survive."  Instead the grampus dolphin with the comical rounded forehead and cartoon-like grin, and her surrogate mother, remained together - for life, or so it appeared. 

But now Mary G is dying. The word began to spread within days of Ms Monti's murder, through the blogs and websites devoted to her. One message read: "Since Tamara's death, Mary is unwell. Let's help her." She would either refuse her diet of milk and squid, or eat it then spew it out. 

Mary G's weight plummeted from 210kg to 160kg in a couple of weeks. As happened 18 months ago, she is being attended by specialist vets, but has so far failed to respond to treatment. At the theme park, dolphin experts are going out of their way to deny any firm connection between the keeper's murder and the dolphin's sickness. They say there is a simple explanation for her rejection of food: an intestinal parasite which she could have acquired at any time. 

"From a strictly scientific point of view we absolutely cannot assert that the two facts are connected," Mr Pari said. "But there is no doubt that her grief for the death of Tamara is great. We are very worried about what will become of her." 



	

	


Text 2: Blast in Baghdad schoolyard kills two

BAGHDAD (AP) — A bomb exploded Monday in a schoolyard in a Shiite Muslim neighborhood in Baghdad, killing at least one child and wounding three other people, U.S. military and Iraqi police official said. 

Iraqi police responded to the blast in the city's Kadhamiya section, found a second unexploded bomb, and called a U.S. military bomb disposal team from the Army's 1st Cavalry Division, a U.S. official said on condition of anonymity. 

There were conflicting reports on casualties. 

The U.S. official said two people were killed and three were injured but he did not have information on the ages of the victims. 

However, Iraqi police said one child was killed and three children were injured in the blast at the Asmaa Elementary School. 



TEXT 3:
	Storms take toll on Midwest, East Coast roads and JetBlue's flight schedule 
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BALTIMORE (AP) — A winter storm that knocked out power to hundreds of thousands of Midwest homes and businesses draped much of the East Coast in snow Monday.

Highway crews scrambled to clear the roads, and hundreds of flights were canceled — including dozens for JetBlue, which saw its flight schedule and its reputation battered during a storm two weeks ago. Along the East Coast, with memories still fresh of the ice that snarled traffic amid that storm, officials were relieved to see snow instead.

"The way I see it, we lucked out in getting snow as opposed to freezing rain," said Andy Woodcock, a meteorologist with the National Weather Service in Sterling, Va.

"The salt's going to work just fine," said David Buck, a spokesman for the Maryland State Highway Administration. "It's not supposed to get really cold — not like that last storm we had, where everything turned to a big hunk of ice."

The Midwest appeared to have taken the brunt of the latest storm, receiving up to 2 feet of snow, with more expected in some areas early Monday. Nine traffic deaths were blamed on the storm: eight in Wisconsin and one in Kansas.

Heavy ice brought down miles of power lines and utility poles, mostly in Iowa, where nearly 250,000 customers were without electricity Sunday night. Close to 80,000 were without power in Illinois.

"It could be at least three days if not more than one week before we get all the customers back on," Alliant Energy spokesman Ryan Stensland said of conditions in Iowa. "We've got close to 2,500 poles down — over 500 miles of line down."

The storm's snow, sleet and freezing rain led airlines to cancel hundreds of flights Sunday at Chicago's O'Hare International Airport and dozens more at Midway Airport, said Wendy Abrams, spokeswoman for the Chicago Department of Aviation. That was on top of cancellations Saturday. Abrams estimated that about 1,000 stranded passengers spent the night at O'Hare.

JetBlue canceled 68 flights at New York's Kennedy Airport on Monday because of the expected snow, a spokeswoman said. The company also canceled flights into and out of Chicago and the Washington, D.C., area over the weekend.

During the Valentine's Day storm, JetBlue was heavily criticized after passengers were stranded on planes at Kennedy Airport for up to 10 1/2 hours because of the ice and snow. That storm led to more than 1,000 cancellations, and affected more than 100,000 passengers.

The latest cancellations were to make sure crews and planes were in the right places so the company can quickly resume operations after the storm, spokeswoman Alison Eshelman said Sunday.

Slippery conditions persisted on roads throughout Wisconsin on Sunday, leading to several fatal accidents. The Wisconsin State Patrol said blowing and drifting snow made portions of Interstate 43 in Walworth and Waukesha counties impassable for several hours Sunday morning.

The National Weather Service in Michigan warned of widespread snow, strong wind and near blizzard conditions in parts of the state, with up to a foot of snow.

In Pennsylvania, where hundreds of motorists became stranded on an icy stretch of Interstate 78 during the storm two weeks ago, the roads early Monday were salted and plowed and were being inspected every two hours, PennDOT spokesman Ron Young said.

New York City sanitation workers were preparing for up to 7 inches of snow in their city Sunday and Monday. Some 2,000 plows and the sanitation department's 365 salt spreaders were ready to clear streets and roads citywide, authorities said.
	Text 4: 'Ghost Rider' is still on fire

	


Nicolas Cage's Ghost Rider took in $19.7 million in its second week.


[image: image4.png]


By Scott Bowles, USA TODAY 

The comic-book adaptation about the motorcycling superhero took the top spot at the box office for the second straight weekend, a rarity for a comic book hero other than Batman, Spider-Man or Superman.

The Nicolas Cage adventure took in $19.7 million and held off a slew of newcomers, studio estimates from box office trackers Nielsen EDI show. The film has earned $78.7 million in 10 days, a sign it has moved beyond comic book fans and into the mainstream.

Jim Carrey's The Number 23 was second with $15.1 million, about $5 million less than projections. Reno 911!: Miami took fourth place with $10.4 million, about $4 million less than expected. The fantasy Bridge to Terabithia was third with $13.6 million, and Norbit was fifth with $9.7 million. Final figures are due Monday.
	TEXT 5

	Report: In U.S., record numbers are plunged into poverty
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WASHINGTON (AFP) — The gulf between rich and poor in the United States is yawning wider than ever, and the number of extremely impoverished is at a three-decade high, a report out Saturday found.

Based on the latest available U.S. census data from 2005, the McClatchy Newspapers analysis found that almost 16 million Americans live in "deep or severe poverty" defined as a family of four with two children earning less than 9,903 dollars — one half the federal poverty line figure.

For individuals the "deep poverty" threshold was an income under 5,080 dollars a year.

"The McClatchy analysis found that the number of severely poor Americans grew by 26% from 2000 to 2005," the U.S. newspaper chain reported.

"That's 56% faster than the overall poverty population grew in the same period," it noted.

The surge in poverty comes alongside an unusual economic expansion.

"Worker productivity has increased dramatically since the brief recession of 2001, but wages and job growth have lagged behind. At the same time, the share of national income going to corporate profits has dwarfed the amount going to wages and salaries," the study found.

"That helps explain why the median household income for working-age families, adjusted for inflation, has fallen for five straight years.

"These and other factors have helped push 43% of the nation's 37 million poor people into deep poverty — the highest rate since at least 1975. The share of poor Americans in deep poverty has climbed slowly but steadily over the last three decades," the report said.

It quoted an American Journal of Preventive Medicine study as having found that since 2000, the number of severely poor — far below basic poverty terms — in the United States has grown "more than any other segment of the population."

"That was the exact opposite of what we anticipated when we began," said Steven Woolf of Virginia Commonwealth University, a study co-author.

"We're not seeing as much moderate poverty as a proportion of the population. What we're seeing is a dramatic growth of severe poverty."

U.S. social programs are minimal compared to those of western Europe and Canada. The United States has a population of 301 million, but more than 45 million U.S. citizens have no health insurance.
TEXT 6: Bus accident kills three, stalls traffic in Yunlin County

HOLIDAY TRAFFIC: The National Freeway Bureau said that traffic on the last day of the Lunar New Year ran smoothly apart from the Yunlin accident. Northbound traffic on the Sun Yat-sen Freeway was stalled for two hours yesterday morning, as a southbound Ho Hsin Bus slid into the northbound lane and collided with a caravan.

Three passengers died in the accident and two were injured. The accident led to a 5km backup starting at Dounan (斗南) in Yunlin County.

Traffic was back to normal by noon after the wreckage had been removed.

The accident happened on the last day of the Lunar New Year Holiday, when heavy traffic was expected on all the national freeways.

However, according to the Taiwan Area National Freeway Bureau, the traffic yesterday ran smoothly. They calculated that approximately 210,000 vehicles used the national freeways between 12am and 6am, twice as many as on the regular days.

As of press time, an accumulated 1.19 million vehicles had operated on the freeways yesterday, which was only slightly higher than on a regular day.

The bureau also said that while the speedlimit on the Chiang Wei-shui Freeway is 60kph, other freeways have an 80kph speedlimit.

The bureau added that since the Lunar New Year Holiday this year lasted nine days, many travelers had planned to return early.

Meanwhile, the Civil Aviation Administration (CAA) said that domestic airlines had agreed over the weekend to increase flights in order to transport passengers stranded at Kinmen airport back to Taiwan proper.

More than 100 passengers were forced to spend the night at the airport in Kinmen on Saturday before being able to secure a seat on an additional flight.

The airline companies agreed to dispatch five additional flights on Saturday to transport 658 passengers back to Taipei and to Taichung.

The last flight on Saturday arrived at Songshan Airport at around 11:30pm.

An additional flight was also arranged yesterday morning to transport remaining passengers in Kinmen back to Taiwan.

CAA officials indicated that a majority of passengers were returning from the small three links in Kinmen.

Many passengers preferred to be put on the immediate waiting list than to book a later returning date, they said. 
 
TEXT 7:  Suspected serial rapist admits to assaulting girl
`AFTER SCHOOL WOLF': Chiang Ke-hui, detained last year on suspicion of sexually assaulting three Jhonghe elementary school girls, was released on bail this month 
By Rich Chang
STAFF REPORTER 
Monday, Feb 26, 2007, Page 2 

The Banciao District Court yesterday ordered the detention of a suspected serial sexual attacker who confessed to having assaulted a girl on Wednesday after being released on bail earlier this month.

Chiang Ke-hui (張克輝), 27, was detained in January last year by the Banciao District Court on suspicion he sexually assaulted three girls from elementary schools in Jhonghe (中和), Taipei County.

Because Chiang is thought to have attacked his victims after school, he has been dubbed the "after school wolf."

The Banciao District Court released Chiang last month pending further investigation.

However, Chiang has now confessed that late on Wednesday night he forced an eight-year-old girl to accompany him to his apartment where he sexually assaulted her.

The girl was later discovered in the street by her aunt who said her genitals showed signs of abuse.

Police reviewed surveillance footage from cameras in the area and then arrested Chiang at his apartment in Jhonghe on Saturday.

Chiang told police he could not stop himself from sexually assaulting little girls.

Police said Chiang immigrated to the US with his parents when he was nine years old, but returned to Taiwan a few years ago. Chiang's father runs a restaurant in the US and Chiang has worked for restaurants in Taiwan.

Police said they had found a large number of adult movies in Chiang's apartment and believed he was addicted to pornography.

All four of the girls Chiang is suspected of assaulting live on the same street as him and, before he was arrested in January last year, Chiang visited the victims' families and warned them not to go to the police.

Police said the members of the community had urged that Chiang be detained. 


TEXT 8:  Man rescued after nine days on a rocky ledge eating nothing but leaves


STAFF WRITER, WITH CNA 
Monday, Feb 26, 2007, Page 2 

A man was rescued unscathed yesterday after being trapped for nine days on a rock ledge in a mountainous area of Hungye Village (紅葉) in Taitung County.

Chung Chin-fu (鍾錦富), 49, was hungry but otherwise fine, according to his rescuers from the Taitung fire department.

Chung, who works as a ranger for local fruit farmers and hunters, said he fell down a precipice on Feb. 16 while inspecting shelters belonging to his employers and landed unharmed on a rocky ledge about 30m above a ravine from which he was unable to climb either down or up.

Trapped without food or water, Chung said he survived by eating leaves and drinking water dripping down the precipice.

He was boosted by the sound of firecrackers from the nearby Hungye Village on Lunar New Year's Eve, but his hopes of getting through the ordeal faded as the sounds of firecrackers became fewer and further between with the passing of New Year's Day.

Chung said he saw a man walking into the ravine yesterday morning and began to blow his whistle loudly to draw his attention.

The man, a photographer who was in the ravine to to take pictures of the area's natural beauty, saw Chung and quickly alerted police in Hungye Village.

It took rescuers three hours to drop a rope to Chung from the top of the precipice and help him abseil into the ravine and safety.

The rescuers said afterward that Chung had eaten almost all the leaves he could reach from his rocky perch. 
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