3rd Test				7a				April, 23rd, 1998





1. Reading Comprehension: 


Read the essay “A Nice Place to Visit” by Russel Baker and answer the questions below:


When Toronto authorities pay no attention to Baker’s advice about the need for sirens at 3:00 A.M., he remarks how slowly the city “pursues true urbanity” (par.9). What definition of “urbanity” is Baker humorously assuming here and throughout his essay?


What are some of the main conditions in Toronto that seem particularly backward to a New Yorker? 


Baker’s irony is especially thick in sentences such as this, “What kind of a city was it, we asked, that expected its citizens to sleep all night and rise refreshed in the morning” (par 8)? Point out other examples in which his mock exasperation is particularly transparent.


How would you describe Baker’s vocabulary and style most of the time in this essay? Which is more typical of his style throughout: words like gummy-eyed (par.8) or like bellicose (par 2)? Why is this so? What is his purpose?








2. Write an essay comparing and contrasting 


	Two Types of People or


	Two Places (Cities, Countries...) or


	Two Lifestyles


Choose two subjects of comparison that you know well enough to share your personal observations with your reader and base your essay on these personal observations. Spend a few minutes brainstorming and noting the main characteristics of each of the two subjects.


Define the two elements clearly. You might give them special names to help the reader understand your special use of them. Write down your thesis sentence for later use at a suitable place in your essay.


Decide what format and style your essay is going to have (satire, fable, narrative, factual...). 


Decide how you want to organize your essay (block, alternating, combination method) and which stylistic devices you are going to use to make your essay most effective and to have smooth transitions between subjects in your discussions (repetition with a difference, irony, humor, series of questions, opposing statements).


Find an effective introduction for your essay.


Write the main body according to the decisions you have made above. Make sure your treatment of the two subjects of comparison is well balanced.


Find a suitable conclusion.
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