7a Quarter II
Print Media

What's in the news? Facts and/or fiction? Let's take a critical look at different kinds of newspapers and magazines to see how they make their impact. You will also practice writing convincing articles yourself and finding the right words to say what you really mean. 

Read the following course outline very carefully and make sure you understand all the requirements. Use different colors to mark or highlight the homework tasks and deadlines related to the different projects of this quarter.. Then transfer all the tasks and deadlines into your agenda. Remember: Deadlines are deadlines. The deadlines for first drafts are even more important than the deadlines for the final essays. We need your work for peer-conferences or presentations in class. (50% of the points will be given for the first draft. No late copies of first drafts will be accepted.) Make sure your first drafts are typed – your peers cannot concentrate on the content of your paper if they have to decipher your handwriting. Moreover revising and editing will be a lot more efficient if your work is typed on computer. Save your files on diskettes, never trust the school computer!!! It is always a good idea to print out hard copies of all stages of your work.

New: You are expected to correct and revise all the written work that has been marked by your teacher. Please take this step very seriously. Both your work of writing papers at home and my work of correcting the texts and making suggestions for improvement would be spent in vain if you didn't make use of the comments and revise your work carefully.

For this reason points for written work will only be entered once the texts have been corrected and revised. No points for first drafts only.
Course Requirements and Assessment 



  
max:  300 P

	Participation and effort: preparation for class, classwork, active participation, attention, use of English in class
	20 P

	Writing 2 news articles: You will be required to write two articles about the same topic but for different audiences. One will be for a quality paper, the other one for a tabloid.  The articles will be revised after a peer conference. You can get up to 50 points for the first draft of your articles (absolutely no late copies will be accepted.) and 50 points for your revised final copy . If your final copy is late you will lose 10 points per  day (weekdays).
	70 P

	Listening Comprehension and Reporting: You will be asked to take detailed notes while listening to a news item. Write a detailed, well-structured  account of what you have heard. This is a task that you will also have to do at your written final exam (Matura).
	30 P

	Read one novel (from our long list) and keep a response journal (2x 15 minutes or 2 x 2 pages at least). Stick the Tips for Keeping a Reading Diary in your response journal and follow them closely.  After finishing your novel write a short summary of the book and prepare an A3 poster presenting your book for our book-fair. The poster should include a picture that in some way represents the main themes, characters or setting of the novel, about 5 typical quotes  and 2 or 3 paragraphs informing your classmates about main themes or characters in your novel. Make the poster as appealing and interesting as possible and be prepared to present your book briefly to the class. Points will be given for content and layout.
	20 P

20 P

20 P

	Test: writing articles for a specific audience, listening, reading comprehesion
	100 

	Vocabulary Practice: Please open a new vocabulary category in your folder (use a dividing sheet). Choose 5 new words or expressions that you would like to remember every week. Choose vocab. from any of the texts you read (your novel, the news articles, your old homework, other subjects…). Write a meaningful sentence into your folder and choose a suitable study technique from the 'Vocabulary Connection' handout. If you decide to do a semantic field, one such field is enough (not 5). Use each study technique at least once.
	20 P


Timetable

	Date
	Classwork
	Homework

	1. W 47
	Intro of quarter, discussion of requirements

Warming up : Mr. Murdoch, the King of the News

Brainstorming types and names of papers, finding categories…
	Select a book you want to read this quarter and bring it to class on XX (3). Find two friends who want to read the same book.

	2. W47
	One event in different papers: Reading different types of papers. What slant do they take? Who is the audience?
	

	3. W48
	The language of the news: register, headlines, who is the audience…
	Bring your book to class

	4. W 48
	Writing a news article in groups: (Listening to news, notetaking, writing for a  specific audience.)
	Write 2 articles about the same topic/event but for two different types of audience. Bring your typed articles to class for peer conferencing  on XX (7)  

	5. W49
	Listening practice

Language work (register, vocab, typical grammar areas)
	

	6. W 49
	…


	

	7. W 50
	Peer conferences of your news articles

Getting to know different types of newspapers and magazines.
	Deadline: 2 news articles!!!

	8. W 50
	…


	Deadline: Revised news articles!

Response Journal: Write a response after reading the first 100 pages of your book. Bring your response journal to class on XX9

	9. W 51
	Sharing Responses to your novels (Book – conferences)

Language work
	

	10. W 51
	Language work and pre-Christmas activities
	Finish reading your novel  and write a second response to your novel by XX12

	Xmas
	
	

	11. W2
	A model book-presentation

Listening practice, Writing more articles Practice for the test
	Write a detailed summary (article) of the tape you listened to in class.

	12. W 2
	Reading and writing letters to the editor
	Deadline: hand in your response journals (2 long responses)

	13. W 3
	Test


	Prepare the summaries and posters for the book presentation

	14. W 3
	Bookfair


	

	15. W 4
	Bookfair

Choosing a new book for quarter III
	

	16. W 4
	Correction of Test, Error work


	Correction of the test: Correct all your test errors carefully and  revise the text (content and organization). Bring your revised  (typed)copy to class on XX 18

	17. W 5
	
	

	18. W 5
	
	

	19/20W 6
	Interstellar Times: Producing a newspaper under real conditions.
	

	21/22 W7
	Exam week: rounding up the course

Feedback…
	



Effective readers connect with, reflect on, and challenge the text. On your way to becoming such an effective reader use your response journal to try out some of the following tips and techniques.

Reading a Story: Read your story slowly and carefully. Try to imagine the scenes as vividly as possible and try to see life through the main characters' eyes. After reading the story sit back and think about it for a while, then write a personal response.        

· Decide how much time you want to commit and stick with it (10 – 15 minutes!)

· Write quickly, without worrying about spelling, punctuation, grammar…. Do not pause to think, just keep writing.

· As you write, follow your thoughts and ideas, do not worry about good organization and coherence. Just let your ideas float.

Reading a Novel

Enjoy reading the novel. Read it slowly and try to imagine the scenes and characters as above. Stop 2 – 3 times (after about one third of the book, or after reading the first half) and spend at least 20 minutes writing a personal response. Please take this step seriously, it is meant to help you understand the novel better. Just write freely and follow your thoughts as described above for reading stories. You might also  want to think about some of the following questions:

· Do you enjoy reading this novel? Why? Why not? 

· Are the characters interesting and believable? Who is your favorite character? Why is he/she special to you? Did the author do a good job of creating the characters in this novel? Is there a character you don't like at all? Why don't you like him/her?

· Is the author able to hold your interest throughout the entire novel? How did he or she manage to do this? Or are you bored at times? What exactly makes the chapter/scene boring?

· Which are your favorite scenes in this novel? Explain why you enjoyed them.

· What changes, if any, would you have made in this novel?

· Does the novel or its characters remind you of any real life situations or people you know?

· Are there any symbols, symbolic acts or names in the novel?

· What do you think is going to happen next?

· Think of the main themes of the novel?  What might the author be saying?

· What tone has the author used? Is the author communicating amusement, anger, affection, sorrow, contempt, sympathy, admiration, …

After finishing the novel write a second (or third) response. Reread your own responses and see if any of your views have changed. Be prepared to talk about your novel in class.  You will be asked to discuss some of the above questions with your peers.

· Can your recommend the novel? Would you like to read another novel by the same author or about the same topic?
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