Modern Drama Project: Year 6

In our Modern Drama Project we will look at a selection of four plays that represent different aspects of modern theater. Look at the books and browse the reader comments at Amazon.com before choosing one of the following plays. 

· Arthur Miller, All My Sons
· Tennessee Williams, The Glass Menagerie
· Edward Albee, The Zoo Story
· Tom Stoppard, Rosenkrantz and Guildenstern are Dead
Step 1: Read the play with a pencil in your hands and mark interesting or odd passages, repetitions, possible metaphors or symbols, recurring themes, etc.

Step 2: After the first act
 write an e-mail letter to the other members of your group. Tell them what you think of the play so far. At this point you will probably have several questions. Try to offer possible answers and ask your partners for help. Your letter should be about one page long (12pt), double line spacing. 

E-mail your letter to your friends (or print  out a few copies and give it to them in class). Make sure you have hard copies to work in class.

Step 3: Each of you will receive a few letters. Read them carefully. There will probably be similar reactions and questions in some of the letters. One of you might have a different view of the play. Answer the letters you receive and mail copies of your correspondence to all the other group members.

Step 4: Read the rest of the play. Don't forget to mark anything that might be useful in your discussion group. At this point you will have some idea of the main themes of the play. Make lots of marginal notes. This will help you locate interesting scenes four an in depth analysis of the play.

Finish steps 1-4 by: ..........................................

Step 5: Workshop Phase

Get together in your group and discuss all the open questions of your letters.

Then do the following workshop tasks. Do them carefully and write your answers neatly in your folder. Write clear headings and organize your materials in your project folder 

Workshop tasks for

All My Sons

by

Arthur Miller
Act I 

· What does Act I tell us about the main characters, the conflicts, the mood and setting? 

Activity 1:  Study the 1st Act with regard to the following aspects:

1. What is your impression of Kate and Joe Keller? 

2. What do you think of Ann and Chris?

	
	Kate Keller
	 Joe Keller
	Chris Keller
	Ann Deever

	Talkative
	
	
	
	

	Depressive
	
	
	
	

	Suspicious
	
	
	
	

	Nice/friendly
	
	
	
	

	Reasonable
	
	
	
	

	Angry
	
	
	
	

	Vindictive
	
	
	
	

	Patient
	
	
	
	

	Forgiving
	
	
	
	

	Generous
	
	
	
	

	Responsible
	
	
	
	

	Reproaching
	
	
	
	

	Calculating
	
	
	
	

	Welcoming
	
	
	
	

	Open-minded
	
	
	
	

	Antipathic
	
	
	
	

	Guilty
	
	
	
	

	Naïve
	
	
	
	

	Ignoring reality
	
	
	
	


Activity 2: Discussion questions

1. Why does Mother not want to accept Larry´s death? 

2. Why isn´t she happy about Ann's visit? 

3. What is your impression of the relationship between father and son? 

4. What does Joe think about Chris´ plan to marry Ann? 

5. What seem to be Joe's central values and attitudes?

6. What happened to the apple tree in Keller's yard? What happened to Larry?

How are these events related?
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Activity 3: Contrasting values 

Examine the difference between Chris's and Joe's ideals and values. Look especially at Chris's speech on page 121. (“It takes a little time...and that included you) What does this tell us about Chris's views and attitudes?

Collect Joe's and Chris's values and attitudes in the following table. Add details as you go along.

	Chris


	Joe


Acts 1 and 2

Activity 4: The Tree

Explain the symbolism of the tree: 

· planting the tree

· the storm 

· Chris saws the fallen tree

Act 3

Activity 5

Explain the title of the play: 

“Sure he (Larry) was my son but I think to him they were all my sons, and I guess they were”. 

Activity 6: Ending

Consider Joe's speech, beginning, “Nothing's bigger than that...”. Look also at Kate's final words to Chris: “Forget now. Live”. What has Joe tried to do for Chris? How can his suicide help?

Activity 7: Character portrait

The central character of the play is Joe. All My Sons is really his tragedy.

How is Joe's character shown through his relations with others: Chris, Kate, Ann and Larry? 

How does the audience see  Joe as the play progresses? 

Why does Joe decide to shoot himself? 

Activity 8:  balloon debate:

Write the main character's names on slips of paper and shuffle them well. Then draw a name and take on his/her identity for the following exercise.

Imagine that all six characters are in a balloon that needs to lose weight in order to stay up in the air. You are going across the ocean and cannot risk to lose height. You have thrown all your luggage, food and water supplies overboard and are still sinking. You are desperate- one of you has to go to save the others' lives. Who will have to go "overboard" first?

Collect your arguments for about five minutes, then start the discussion. Each of you tries to save his own life.

Let's see who will survive. Is he/she the moral victor of the play?

Home work writing tasks: Choose two topics and produce texts of your own, based on group discussion. Write about 250-300 words

1) Police report of a sergeant who arrives at the scene of the crime and interrogates the relatives/friends of the family on the circumstances of the suicide

2) Report of a journalist who interviewed George Deevers on his opinion on the plane-scandal that occurred a few years ago, she then speculates on the possible outcome of a second trial

3) A neighbour and friend of the family comments on Joe’s motivation to commit suicide and speculates on what happened at the Kellers' house that very day

4) Ann writes a letter her best friend telling her about her feelings towards Chris and how her life has changed after Joe’s suicide.

5) Steve Deevers talks to another inmate and speculates about the reason for Joe's suicide, his feelings towards Joe's children and his plans after his release.

6) A former worker at Joe’s company tells a union man how he lived through the war, what he felt and thought when he discovered the faulty engines and how he reacted when they were told to cover them up, why he didn’t protest


� If you have chosen The Zoo Story read up to page 37 and write your letter at this point. The Zoo Story is a one-act play.





