Dear Lucy,

This is as far as I got today, sorry it's not quite finished. (I don't have a copier to stick in the extracts….)

I'm not sure this is going to work, I'd like to revise it when I am back – then I might see it with fresh, naïve eyes. If you have any suggestions/ changes… you are welcome to make them! I am still very unhappy about the timing… let's plan the test in week 6. That gives us some extra teaching time and might help some of the other teachers.

I wish you a relaxing week! Don't work tooooo much!

Creative Writing (Homework)

Choose one of the following scenes and write a short script for two characters. Try to imagine the scene in detail and make your characters act plausibly and realistically. What would they say? How would they say it? What type of language would they use (try to continue in the style and tone of the extract)? How do they communicate their emotions? 

Practice acting out the scene with a partner. Try to slip into your character's role and see the world through his/her eyes. Work on the right intonation to communicate the characters'  feelings and intentions. Then  tape your scene with your partner. Hand in your script and tape for assessment. (Your script/tape will be assessed according to the following criteria: realistic rendering of the scene, communication of the characters' feelings and intentions, appropriate language and vocabulary, intonation and pronunciation)

The Characters:

Laura: a shy, withdrawn and fragile teenager, lives in a world of fantasy because she is too weak to deal with the outside world, due to a childhood illness one of her legs is slightly shorter, self-conscious

Amanda: her mother, a bit old-fashioned, used to be a pretty woman, very worried about her daughter's future, 

Tom: angry, frustrated young man, Laura's older brother, works at a shoe-factory and has to support his family, hates his boring job and would rather be a writer, overprotective but well-meaning, caring mother

Continue one of the following scenes:

Scene A: Amanda has just come home from an office hour at Laura's school…

copy extract: handout sheet 4

Amanda:… I stopped off at Rubicam's Business College ….. 

to … Laura: Oh! (bottom of same page)

Scene B: Tom and Amanda are having a fight 

Amanda: Stop that shouting….(handout sheet 6)

to .. Amanda: … end of my patience

Scene C: Tom is really angry with his mother because she doesn't want him to go out every night. He accidentally breaks one of Laura's glass animals.

Continue the scene using all three characters or just two of them.

Handout sheet 7

Tom: I'm going to opiom dnes!

to Screen legend: The Glass Menagerie

Another good scene would be Tom and Jim at the warehouse when Tom invites Jim…

or Amanda's female acquaintances in which they discuss Amanda (her past, her present situation, her future…) I'm sorry, I have  to go now
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