Task A: Reading	20 points
Second Test (A) / 6ab          20/01/2009             Name:	2/2 


In June 1613, Henry VIII, the play Shakespeare __________________ (most likely) wrote with John Fletcher, was being performed at the Globe. __________________ (It was bad luck that), one of the stage cannons used during the performance shot some burning paper onto the thatched roof. The fire __________________ (to cover a larger area) and the __________________ (entire) wooden theatre was burned to the ground. Sir Henry Wotton was present at the __________________ (catastrophe) and wrote about it in a letter dated 2 July, 1613. After describing how the thatch caught fire, he went on to say: 
“This was the fatal period of that virtuous fabric, wherein yet nothing did perish but wood and straw, and few forsaken cloaks; only one man had his breeches set __________________(alight > two words), that would perhaps have broiled him, if he had not by the benefit of a provident __________________ (extinguished it > three words) with bottle-ale.”
The Globe was rebuilt with a tiled roof but it was __________________ (after) this event that Shakespeare sold his share in the theatre and __________________  (went back) to Stratford. He still visited London quite __________________(regularly), but he now spent more and more time in Stratford with his family. In 1616 he made his will, and then __________________ (wrote it again) it in March of the same year after the marriage of his daughter, Judith. The following month, probably on his birthday, 23 April, 1616, he died, aged fifty-two.
In his will, William left Judith a large __________________ (amount) of money and his broad silver-gilt bowl. His other daughter, Susanna, __________________ (got) most of his goods and __________________ (possessions), including New Place, the finest house in Stratford, which Shakespeare had __________________ (purchased) in 1597. To his sister, Joan, he left £20 which was roughly equal to what a man might __________________(get for working) in a __________________(12 months). He also left her all his clothes, and the Henley Street house for life. His wife, Anne, under English law, automatically received a third of his estate and was mentioned in the will in this __________________ (well-known) line: 
“I give unto my wife my second best bed.”
This was a very common request in wills as it _________________(consulted > two words) the marriage bed. The best bed was usually reserved for __________________(visitors).

Task B: Language	10 points
Choose three of the following phrases taken out of the “Hamlet plot summary” and the vocabulary sheet you got before Christmas and use them in meaningful sentences about the plot of Hamlet. The words in brackets next to each phrase need to be included in the sentences.
· to assume the throne (brother, dead, after)
· to repudiate (Claudius, Polonius, Ophelia, spied on)
· fratricide (play, murder, poison)
· to outwit (Hamlet, Claudius, Rosencrantz, Guildenstern, deaths)
Task C: Modern Drama	10 points
1) Underline the author of the play that you’ve read: 
Edward Albee	Marsha Norman		Amiri Baraka/LeRoi Jones
2) Answer the question on the Modern Drama that you read before/over Christmas. 
a. Find and tick off the two correct sentences. 
b. Correct all the mistakes (2!) of the other one. 

	Dutchman
	· Lula is the dominant speaker of the play. (ok)
· Clay is a university professor who tries to seduce Lula. (=college boy; is seduced by Lula.)
· The tube represents underground racism and the lack of control. (ok)

	The Zoo Story
	· At the beginning, Peter is sitting on a bench, reading, when Jerry appears. (ok)
· The title of this story might refer to the characters who feel caged up like animals. (ok)
· Jerry talks about a dog which he loves and which belongs to him. (hates, belongs to landlady)

	‘Night Mother
	· Thelma plans her suicide very well, looking for her mother’s gun. (Jessy, dad’s)
· Thelma and Jessie are both single mothers. (ok)
· The message of the play might be: Leave autonomy to your children! (ok)


Task D:	60 points
Choose one of the following tasks and write about 250 words.

1) Five-Paragraph-Essay: Should Hamlet be taught at schools in the 21st century?
At school you have dealt with Hamlet. Write a five-paragraph essay that might be included in a Shakespeare Unit of a schoolbook, motivating students to get to know more about one of the most famous character in history and the whole play written by Shakespeare. Your essay should include:
· reasons why Hamlet should still be taught at schools 
· details on his character
· comments on the importance of dealing with William Shakespeare and the Renaissance Drama in general
Do not forget to write a title and structure your ideas carefully.

2) Hamlet’s letter to Horatio
Hamlet has returned from Wittenberg after his father’s death. He is angry, frustrated and confused and urgently needs help from his best friend Horatio. 
Write Hamlet’s letter to Horatio.
· Explain your situation and the state of affairs at the court of Denmark. 
· Ask for advice.
You may invent some supporting details to make your letter more realistic and plausible. 

3) Globe Theatre – visitor impressions
You are a tourist in London and visit the Globe Theatre. You are a passionate theatregoer, and thus have seen many performances at different performance halls in Graz but you have always dreamt of being in the original Shakespeare theatre. Write a letter to your friend including the following:
· a detailed description of what the theatre looks like
· comparison / contrasts to theatres you have been to in Graz
· your imaginations of what performances, the whole atmosphere, the actors and audiences must have been like 

I wish you all the best!
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