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 (
Task 1:
 Fill in
 the gaps, using the following adjectives!
complex
, 
    
crude and unpleasant, 
    
 intelligent and sensitive, 
   
mysterious and enigmatic, 
       
philosophical and contemplative,
melancholic,
               
rash and impulsive
) (
Task 
3
:
 
Fill in the names of the theories correctly!
Oedipus Complex,
Projection,
Id, Ego, Super Ego
Displacement
) (
Task 
2
:
 
Describe all expressions with your own words in English!
) (
Critics see H. as:
= a 
victim of circumstances
 (earliest crit.)
= a 
beautiful
 but 
ineffectual soul
 who lacked the strength of will to avenge his father (e.g. own soliloquies) (later crit.)
= 
not entirely sane
 (Elizabethan belief: every human is dominated by one of four mental conditions called humors: victim of melancholy humor)
= the 
classic ideal of the Renaissance courtier, poet and philosopher
 (18
th
+19
th
 cent)
= a 
manic-depressive
 (late 19
th
 cent)
= a 
victim of the Oedipus complex
 (Freud’s disciple Ernest Jones) (early 20
th
 cent)
= a 
woman
 who has been raised as a man to provide the throne with an heir (explaining H’s reluctance to commit the “masculine” act of revenge)
) (
Character:
t
he unquestioned center of the play
t
he most 
complex
 ~ any playwright has ever placed onstage (= made up of many different impulses and moods)
a
 
mysterious
 and
 enigmatic
 ~ (= difficult to understand: There is more to H. than meets the eye)
a
 
crude and unpleasant
 ~ -> a deeply troubled man with cruel and barbaric behavior (causes many violent deaths, badgers Ophelia, treats Polonius corpse roughly, puts Rosencrantz and Guildenstern to death)
a
 
melancholic
 ~ (= feeling and expressing sadness: fails to take revenge, self-c
o
ntempt, -> a victim of the 
melancholy humor 
// later: a victim of the 
Oedipus complex
: H. overemphasizes his mother’s actions)
a
 
philosophical and contemplative
 ~ (H. is drawn to difficult questions, plagued with questions abt. afterlife, wisdom of suicide and abt. what happens to bodies after they die)
a
n exceptionally 
intelligent and sensitive
 ~ (H. is portrayed as a thinking as well as a feeling person, always conscious of the good and bad aspects of his actions; act of revenge is painful for him coz he is Christian, a philosopher and a gentleman)
a 
rash and impulsive
 ~ (H. acts suddenly without thinking carefully about possible results when he stabs Polonius through a curtain.)
a
n untypical hero of an Elizabethan revenge play (H. does not approach his task in an unquestioning, mechanical way.)
) (
LANGUAGE BOX
: 
Find synonyms and describe the expressions in English
!
to assume the throne
to begin to have power
a play about fratricide
a piece of writing performed by actors about the crime of killing your brother/sister
to avenge the murder
to hurt so. in return for the crime of killing so.
to refrain from +ing
to stop yourself from doing something
to see the apparition
to recognize a ghost
to reprimand so. for sth.
to tell sb officially that you do not approve of them or their actions
to feign madness
to pretend insanity
to outwit so. 
to outsmart / to defeat sb/sth or gain an advantage over them by doing sth clever
to repudiate so. 
to reject so.
to go mad with grief
to feel great sadness that makes you crazy 
to be spied on by so.
to be watched secretly by so.
a foil
a long thin light sword used in the sport of fencing 
) (
Hamlet and Oedipus 
(text source: Delaney, I. 1999)
:
Ernest Jones’s applies Freudian psychology to Hamlet:
H. experienced the warmest affection for his mother as a child.
After his father’s death and his mother’s second marriage he wants to take his father’s place in his mother’s affection.
H. is in a dilemma between on the one hand supporting his own horrible wishes (killing his uncle) and on the other hand listening to his duty (=ignoring the call for vengeance).
In reality his uncle incorporates the deepest and most buried part of his own personality, so that he cannot kill him without also killing himself. (cf. Freud’s motive of suicide in melancholia)
) (
Hamlet’s “Madness“:
The evil angel - belief:
 “assume some other horrible form ,…” (1.4.72) Horatio believes that the ghost might try to harm Hamlet.
Feigned madness, a widely-used plot device: 
Hamlet never says why he pretended madness. It was a commonly used plot device in the revenge tragedy of Shakespeare’s time.
From disappointed love to depression, melancholy and madness
: “Mad for thy love?” (2.1.82 Polonius to Ophelia): Hamlet is lovesick because Ophelia won’t see him anymore on her father’s orders. This frustrated love upsets and depresses him and causes melancholy and madness.
) (
S. Freud’s 
T
heories
:
a) 
Es, Ich und Über-ich
: The human mind is composed of three major parts:
 
b) 
Oedipus Complex
 (named after the 
Greek mythical
 character 
Oedipus
, who kills his father and marries his mother): 
c)
 
Displacement 
= method to release bad energy:. The idea is to take the anger from someone and take it out on someone else. (e.g. beating your kids after a bad day of work.)
d) 
Projection
 
= 
method to release bad energy: You put self-hatred onto someone else. (e.g. You hate the fact that you are lazy and insult other people for being lazy).
) (
Of Ghosts and Spirits
 
(text source: Delaney, I. 1999)
:
Protestant view
 of the subject [extracts from 
Of Ghosts and Spirits Walking by Night  
(Transl. 1572)], while Hamlet’s Denmark is Catholic:
Many man (melancholic persons and mad men/usually when they are alone) persuade themselves that they see or hear ghosts or other miraculous and strange things which in deed do not exist. Possible reasons are their disposition of nature or any experienced misery which weakened their senses and/or made them full of melancholy, madness, fear or any other perturbation.
“Neither the souls of the faithful nor of infidels do walk upon the earth after they are once parted from their bodies”: Souls do neither vanish away and die with the body (Epicurus’opinion) nor appear in every place as some imagine.
“Good angels do appear”: They are guardian angels sent by God and look after us. 
“Evil angels do appear”: They are hurtful enemies who may withdraw people from true worshipping of God and may appear in various shapes.
) (
HAMLET
) (
H. and Melancholy 
(text source: Delaney, I. 1999)
:
Parallels between H. & Bright’s 1586 description of the 
melancholy man
: 
“dullness of conceit”: 
tries to be very clever but does not succeed
“senses standing in a kind of passive nature”: 
slowly realizes what is going on
”cold, dry, hard”: 
complex, mysterious, enigmatic
 
“exercise of their wits, wherein they be indefatigable”: always 
able to say amusing things
“the humor of melancholy … is so made subtle”: 
the humor is hidden, represented in indirect ways
“their passions be not yet vehement”: 
not very passionate
“causeth them to be more exact and curious in pondering the very moments of things”: 
very doubtful, contemplative, philosophical;
“passion(s) … of fear, sadness, and jealousy”: 
fearful, sad, jealous
, 
“diligent and painful, wary and circumspect”: 
showing care and effort, disappointment and caution   
“in actions of brain and sense not inferior to the best tempers”: 
intelligent and sensitive
“stiff in opinion”: 
inflexible
“internal obscurity, causeth an opinion of danger in outward affairs”: 
inner darkness, lack of clarity and uncertainty generate the feeling that sth. bad or unpleasant might happen
“Their dreams are fearful”: 
They have nightmares. 
)
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