
Richard III – Three Approaches

1. Work in groups of four. Divide the information among the group members and read it carefully. Take notes while reading . Summarize your texts.

2. Cross-group: Get together with the members of the other groups who have read and summarized the same texts. Compare and revise your summaries and discuss the content of your texts.

3. Homework: Type your summary/ies and print out 5 copies! Bring them to our next E-class!

4. Get together in your original groups of four and take turns presenting your information. Hand out your summaries and add your personal comments…Make sure you understand all three approaches and have good summaries of each one.

I. A Psychological Approach

Can you imagine a man, who is unscrupulous enough to kill innocent children, who woos the wives of his enemies and who strives for power with evil deeds and cruel crimes? Well, Shakespeare could. He created an evil perpetrator for his play after the model of the model of the reputation of the historic king.

But why did Richard behave as Shakespeare described?

The following psychological approach is meant to give you a deeper insight into his psyche and reveal the evil in one of the greatest characters ever created in the history of drama.

· Richard III and women – peculiar relationships

· Richard – the multi-faced villain

· The connection between physical and psychological deformity

· Richard's family background

II. Historical Approach

Regarding the historical aspects one cannot definitely say whether Shakespeare created a new, evil Richard, or a historical portrait of a person full of villainy. The following information is meant to help you get a better picture of King Richard III.

· Richard in the mirror of the centuries

III. Political Approach

Of course, Richard III can be seen as a 'history' describing events of a time long forgotten. But does Richard III not closely resemble some modern dictators? Are not his ruling techniques revolutionary and modern?

· Richard III – a modern dictator?

· Richard III - the Machiavellian villain?
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