Shakespeare Quiz

1. The Life of William Shakespeare

· Shortly describe William Shakespeare's career.

· Why do many scholars doubt that the man called William Shakespeare wrote the plays and poems commonly attributed to him?

2. Literary and theatrical background

· What is the most common verse form in Shakespeare's plays? What is new and special about it?

· Where were plays and moralities performed at Shakespeare's time and before him?

· Briefly sketch the development of drama from moralities to Shakespeare's plays.

What were the topics? 

Where were the plays performed? 

Who were the actors? What was their social status?

· What do you know about the language at Shakespeare's time?

3. The Globe Theater

· Briefly describe the Globe Theater

· Who are groundlings?

4. Shakespeare's Works

· Which three types of plays did Shakespeare write? Give one example of each one.

· What is a Sonnet (form and typical content)? What is special about Shakespeare's sonnets?

· Briefly describe the printing process at Shakespeare's time. What are good and bad quartos? What is a folio edition? What are the sources of modern Shakespeare editions?

· Who watched Shakespeare's plays?  Why were they so popular?

· What was the purpose of the history plays? Why were they so controversial?

5. Renaissance in England

· Name five important events or changes that shaped England's spirit during the Renaissance. Explain each one in a few words (1 sentence)

6. Elizabethan View of the World

· What is the chain of beings?

· How did Shakespeare's contemporaries see the universe?

· Shakespeare's work reflects a growing scepticism about the order of the universe and the harmony of society. Give an example of a character who does not fit into the old Order. 

· What common forms of superstition existed at Shakespeare's time?
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